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This Author hath alſo under his hand the ft 
cond Part of the Diſplay of Chriſt,. containing the 


Method of grace in (bringing home the 'E TE &R-- 


NAL-REDEMP TION contrived by the Fa- 
tber,-and Accompliſhed .by the. Sor, through the 


Effedtual Application of the Spirit unto Gods - 


Ele& : wherein the great Myſterie of our 4/01 
and Communion-with Chriſt will be Opened and 
Applyed , wanbelievers invited , falſe Pretenders 
Convified, Every mans claim to. Chriſt Framined, 
and the miſery of Chriſtleſs perſons Bewailed, 

Which if Providence permit, may in a ſew 


monchs ſee the light. 
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| Age 36. Line 10. for ſmall r. ſame. 
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| The Epiftle 

up the main work of a Chriſtian be- 
zwixt them; hic labor hoc opus, eſt. 
1 had hopes that theſe Eſliies for the 


tearching of the heart, might mwh. 


ſooner have. followed my for- 
* A Saint in- . keen he} . 
Fe mer * for Keeping the heart : 
but providence hath reſer- 


vea it for the fitteſt ſeaſon. 


It comes to thy hand, Reader, in 4 


aay of traits and fears,-4 dark. and 
gloomy ſeaſon ; when the Nations about 
us are made drunk with their own 
blaod, and filled with the wine of aſto- 
nijoment; In 4 day when the cuprts 
ready to paſs unto us, and & ſtorms 
ſeems to be riſing inthe fears of ma- 
ny, and threatning the Proteſtant in- 


 Fereſt in theſe reformed Nations, Some 


mer very confiderable for piety "and 
learning from that Scripture, Revel. 
I3- 3. The deadly wound, (w7z. 
that given the beaſt by the reformati- 
on) was healed, have conc/uded that 
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Popery will once hore over-run the | 
' reformed Nations ; and one of great þ} 
| revown | 
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Te tute, 


to the Reader. 
rexown ip-all the Churches of Chriſt, 
foretelling this furious ( but ſhort ) 
ftorm, comforts the people of Gol with 
this, that it us like ro fall heavieſt np#n 
the worſhippers in the qutward Court, . 
nam:ly, the” formal profeſſours of the 
Oh! How much is every man nw 
concerned tt have his eſtate «and condi- 
tion well cleared; ani to give all(-Hilt- 


fence to mike his calling and election « 


ure ! 

It [honld both amaze and prieve a 
pious mind, to ſee how ſome ingenious 
per ſons can fit with unwearied pati- 
ence and pleaſure rackinz their brains 
upon ſome dry Schoo]- probleme, or 
ſome nice Mathematical point , whit 
no reaſons or perſwaſtons can prevail * 
with them to ſpend one ſtrions' hour in © - © 
the ſearch and ſludy of their own: 
hearts, © " og WS 

It was the ſaying of the great Ci- 
cero, Libenter omnibus omnes opes 
conceſſerim, ut mihi'licear, vi-null2 

A 4 In- 


[The Epiſtle 
interpellante, iſto modo literis vivere. / 
1 would give all the wealth in the | 
world that 1 might wholly live in my 
Stuates,. and 'have nothing to hinder | 
_ ae, What 8 brave offer had that been, || 
if Heaven and the clearing of 4 title. 
zo it had been the ſubjetF-matter of | 
thoſe fuaies ! Crede mihi, - extingui | 
dulce eflet, mathematicarum. artium } 
ſtudio, [ith anotber, (ies) "Believe... 
me, it were a ſweet death to dye in| 
the ſtudy of ' the mathematical arts : 
and 1 ſhould be apt to btlieve it too, did: 
1 not know that eternal Fudgement ins | 
meaiately follows death ; - and that they. 
who ſtand at the door of eternity have | 
higher matters to mind than mathema- | 
tical niceties. 'To diſcern the harmo- 1 
ies aud proporttons in nature is plea- | 
ſant,. but. .to. 2 af the On and 

rYoportion: of the: ſigns. of grace laid 
/ in woe Sh 5. works of. | 
grace wrought ir our (ouls, 4 a far more 
pleaſant and neceſſary imployment ; and | 
:o be extinguiſhed in ſuch a work as | 

IN thu, 
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TT > To: 


this, Weed wel deatbenderd; Bleſe : 
ſed is. .that;{ervant,..w _— 


when he cometh ſhall fad odoing. - 4 . 


My friends, 4 Gore; rrouble _ 4 


O 


4 dying hour approacheth:ut a; 
our Ce: 00 Sy MEFATELE Qs: Af | 
breaking, whert weare tak ing. RENALL. 
graſp. of loi and the pronſes,* your = 
will. then know. to what. . purpoſe theſe” .. > 
hours ſpent in ſuch: work as\the wette. © 
Search-your, ſclves,, ,yea, {earch your, - - 
ſelves before .the decrge.; TY 
4 that text may. be read, Lp. 3 
F,. 2» Erter into thy. chamber, Chri : YN 
an, 4ndſhut thy. doors. fit cloſe 'to. this 
imployment thou art here. diretted.s ; 
ind. however times. (hall Govern, wh | 


pry or opt weather, Pros . 
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*TheEpiſtle 
-This may ſeem but 4 dull melancholy 


life to the brisk and aiery ſpirits of | 


theſe times ; but let as be content with 
it 4s it ts, and leave them (if we can- 


not have their company) to their | 
ſportiveneſs and frollicks, never once | 
rudging them their ſhort and dear | 
ought pleaſures. Aſſurance that fin © 
zs pardoned, and Chriſt « ours ; with | 


phe unſpeakable joyes that are inſepa- | 


rably connetted therewith « that white 
 Rone, and new name ; which none 
knows but he” that receives it; for 9 
words can poſſibly ſignifie 'to another 
what that ſoul taſtes and feels in ſuch 
" an hour as that. © 

And be not diſcouraged at the diffi- 
culty of obtaining it, this white ſtone 


90 Philoſophers ſtone, which no man | 


could ever ſay, he had in hu own hand: 
for many «Chriſtian hath really found 
it in watting wpvn the Lord by Prayer, 


and diligently ſearching the Striptures 


«nd bis own heart. 


hs 


E CE Reader, | 


—Wolepaes” EPA Ads, 4 


& 3x8: £2 ag = 


3 Ea.” EW 


to the Reader. 


Reader, the time will come when 
they that ſcoff at the ſerious diligence 
of the Saints, and break many 4 plea- 
ſant Feſt upox the moſt ſolemn ana aw- 
ful things tn rvetigion, will tremble 
when they ſhall hear the midnight cry, 
behold the B:idegrovm. cometh z, and 
ſee the lamps of all vain and formal pro- 
feſſours expire, and none admitted in- 
to the marriage, but ſuch whoſe lamps 
are furniſhed with oyle (i.e, ) ſuch 
whoſe profeſſions and duties are enlt- 
vened and maintained by vital ſprings 
and principles of real grace within 
them. | 

It is a very remarkable flory that 
Melchior Adams records Ps 
in the life of Gobelinus, ord" on 
That 4 little before his Pſp perſons 
time there was 4 Play ſet 0 
forth at Iſenach in Oo _ TR 
many of .the wiſe and fooliſh Virgins :* 
whereis. the Virgin Mary ( who was 
one of the five Saints that repreſented 
the Wiſe Virgins, was brouzht in wit 


| The Epiſtle 
-the y2f, telling the fooliſh Virgins that 
cryed to her Pr ozle, that it was too 
late © andther others repreſenting the' 
Fooliſh Virgins, fell a weeping and. 
making moſt bitter lamentations. 
Hereat Prince Frederick ( who was 
one of the ſpetiators) greatly amazed, 
cryea' out, Q'td eſt fides noſtra Chri- 
ſtiana, fineque Maria, neque alia San- 
&a cxorari poteſt, &c. hat « our 
fatth worth, and to what purpoſe are all 
0nr gonad works, if neither Mary, nor 
any other Saint can help us | And ſuch: 
wes hy conſternation, that it threw 
hins into 4 ſore aud violent diſeaſe, 
whichended in an Apoplex, whereof he: | 
ayed about four dayes how | 
_ "of therepreſentation of theſe things 
in 4 Play ended the life of ſo great 4 
'- man, ſo tragically ; oh think with- thy 
 felf, Reader, what will the feces of the 
Lords real' appearance in the clouds of 
Fteaven, and the mourning and; wail- 
Ing of the Tribes of the earth in" that 
Ray be? Think F ſay ant think ya | 


- 


to oth Reader, f6S 


and again, what the diſmal effeits of. _ 
ſach: a fight and ſound will be por: 4% 
that neglett ſertom preparation.t 
ſelves, and ſorf at them that do. pre 
pare to meet the Lord, 
The defign'of this Manna] is to bri 

every mans gold tothe towchſtone, yk 

re; 1 mean every mans grave* Fo. 
tryal of the word, that thereby we may 
kzow what 'we are, what we have; and: 
what we muſt SO and truſt to-at: 
the Lords coming.” *F- pretend wor- to. 
any gift of diſcerning Spirits.  Swcb: 
an extraordinary gift there once: was 
in the Church, and very neceſſary fon 
_ thoſe times, ( wherejs Satan "was ſo. 
| Infic axd the" Canon of Scriptare-as 
compleated ) which" the Apoſtle: calls 


the pift of diſcerning ſpiirs;; «Cor. 
12, 10. ag +r op ff rye 


ceaſed” now'; © 20 04m Campret. wah, 
bor tho eraiwary. aids ant = "51 
the 


The Epiſtle 

the Spirit are. with ms ſtill, and the 

lively Oracles are among us ſtill, to 

them we may freely go for reſolution of 

all donbts, and deciſion of perplexed 

_ eaſes : and thus we may diſcern our 
own Spirits, though we want the ex- 
traordinary gift of diſcerning other 
mens Sprrits. 

Thave little to ſay of this Treatiſe 

 inthy hands, more than that it s well 
&imed, and defigned, however tt be 
managed: the ear tryes words, as the 
mouth taſteth meat ; theſe things will 
reliſh according to the palates it meets 
with, 

It u not the pleaſing, but profiting of 
men that 1 have herein laboured for, 
Iknow of nothing in it that u like to | 
wownd the upright, or ſlightly heal the 
hypocrite, by crying peace, peace, when 
there is mo peace. Scripture light hath 
been 'my Cynoſura, aud with that | 

. thread in my hand, t heve followed the 
| ſearch of Hypocrifie through the laby- 
| Timths of the heart. Some ks T7 

I ope 


as 
EE io tia —S 
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to the Reader. 


hope I have had alſo from experience ; 
for Scripture and experience are ſuch 
| relatives, and the tye brtwixt them ſo 
diſcernable, as nothing in Nature can 
be more ſo. what we feel inour hearts, 
we might have read in the Scriptures 
before ever we felt it. 

That the bleſſing of God may oo forth 
with it, and accompany it to thy Soul, 
Reader , us the hearts deſire and 


prayer of 


Thine and the Churches 
| Servant in Chriſt, 


Jobn Flavell, 


zOEr® 


The Si ions of Grace, as gy 


"PN Cr Hypocriſic, Oparwn in 
a Treatiſeupon ' 


Revcl. LTL iz, 18. 


1 Becauſe thou ſayeft, I am-rich, and'incre. 
1 - with. goods, and have need bu $ 


_ naked: Lennie ohayef | 
 TRYED: in the FIRE ,* ths Thi: 


mayeſt be rich, GC. ne js eat 0 
. CH A P, [.. F:0 4 
wherein the Text is opened, and the 2 
DotFrines propomnata.. Ys 


Lrhough the Revelarion be a'corty! E 
* pendium Of intricate viſions and ! 
obſcure prophecies, COnaningy 
almoſt _= many mtelii” 
myſteries -as. words ; yet 
that cloud -overſhadows the _— —— | 
prophetical part: only; which begins. 
where 


2; The Text opened, 
where this Chapter (with the doftrinal 


part ). en :. hee the waters, are found. 
no *dee} 


thirin other'plates- of Scrt> 
pture ; but if we go alittle farther, they 


become_ap overflowing flood : hitherto 


we tonch ground; -but:a ſtep farther 'de- 
livers us into the deeps, which are above 
the heads of the talleſt Chriſtians : here 
the Spirit ſp:aks dofFrerelly, and perſpicu- 
ouſly ; but*in the following” Cnapters my- 
frically, and-in great obſcurity. | 

. Seven Epiſtles are found in this DoCtri- 
ral part, immediately diftated from Hea- 
ven, and ſent by Fohn to the ſeven Churches 
of* Aſa, to inſtruCt; correct, ericourage, 
and confirm them, as: their ſeveral caſes 
required, . FROG 

--My Text falls in the laft Epiſtle, ſent to 
the Church of Zaodicea;, the worſt, and 


moſt degenerate of all the reft. The 


beſt had their defects, and infirmities; but 
this laboured under the moſt dangerous 
diſeaſe of all. The faireſt face of the 
ſeven had ſome ſpor, but a dangerous diſ- 
_ eaſe ſeems to have invaded the-very heart 
of this. 

"Not that all were equally guilty, but 
the greateſt part (from which the whole 
is denominated ) were lukewarm profel: 


ſours; _ 


| 
| 
| 


EA” oy A Ir on etc > 01 42": rope, het 


The Text vpencd. 1 2 
ſours-3. who had: aname to live, but were 
dead,..who.. being, never throughly-en-, 
gaged in . Religion, £aſily .embraced that 
principle . of the Gnefficky which made it 
«Napeezy a matter of. indifferency to own 
or deny Chriſt in time of perſecution. 
The moſt ſaving DoCtrine.that ſome pro- 
feſſours are-acquainted with.. - Fhis luke. . 
warm temper -Chriſt hated, .he was ſick 
of them, and Toathed their indifferency_ > 
Iwiſh (faith he )- ver. 16. thou mert. etther- 
cold+or: hot an expreſſion of 'the ſame 
amount with that. in 1 Kings 18. 2.1. haw 
loug halt you betwixt two opinions ? and is 
manifeſtly tranſlated: from, the. qualities. 
of water, which is el-. _ TITS 
ther cold, ; Or hot 3, Or 3 chrift atbends, Fre 
Imkewarm, a middle 465, vi clriſti 
temper betwixr both, - ' cognitions in excellents 
and more nauſeous to + ous Hagen ble 
_ ſtomach'than el- . 5 J7.; "onlint, we 
tner ot. rhe! former. . aun religions ſeris - 
Cold 1s the c@mplexion agunt, nec. vitam con- 
and natural temper of Jed —_ die: > 
thoſe that are wholly oo De” Sacra 
alienated and eſtran- ye. 2. p. 165. 
ged from Chriſt and | | 
Religion. . Hor, is the gracious temper of 
thoſe that know and love Jeſus Chriſt in; - 
| an 
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" aivexcellinj degree 1, Or'tepid; v1 
thoſe: who! haye: too/ | 


eligion '10" de eſteemed Carnal) | 
' and: REY to-þe truly ritual. W4q1 
generaridn that: is too” wy to verſttite. b- 
F. much, and' yer” ſo fooliſh as to-loſe lt Y 
: they are Joth toforſake trith wholly, a 

| more Joth to-follow it too- cloſely 
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"ZEAi$ is | is ghet eotper which the Po | 
| hates, and "this was the diſcale of Z.ae-": 
dicea, which" Chriſt the great and: only | 
heart- Anatomiſt ahd. ſoul-Phy/i3an diſco- 
vers" in verſe- 17.” and-preſcribes' a” cute | 
for. it. 1n verſe.18., Sothat the words re-". | 
ſolve chemlelves intotwo parts : da 


Firſt; A Faithful difco- 


6 


% 


156 " Eickt, Their Aſk: Is Fairbfully aiſ.'; 
covered tothem, /both' irt its IF PUENR, N 
cauſe, and aggravation: : 
 *Firlt;, Its Symprome,” 'an adcontaradgh 
. itidifferent, regardleſs: ſpirit in - a” 
ol? 


V5". 1 


| The GY 


(cy endo norcold; theta © | 
| + aaepe Formal profeſſanrs,. "Who never. 
themes th andhearti- 


throughly 
i | oy; rien eb hut can! take,» on 
| þ Ry©-SUtIDES GOYKTÞ,, EY inte 
xelt come to be.cancerned. : 


each. oo ART RA? ac 2 LEP 
COONEY OOF I gee OP 14 WT 


> 
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[ | work of grace3 theſe fave 
h ED and the-fameth 
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6 The T\ ext opened, | 


riches' of Chriſtians, ' and: whoſo wants 
them, is- poor, and miſerable; how rich 
foeverhe be in gifts of the mind, or trea- 
furesof the earth. 
Secondly, bliad,: (14. e. ) without pi 
ritual illumination, and ſo 
Fang wee OO 'neither knowing their-dif. 
lems din.” caſe, nor' their -remedy-; | 
'! 2: theevilof fin, or "acceſſity 
of Chriſt: Durbam-in Loc. - © © 
' Thirdly, naked, without Chriſt, and his 
.... righteouſneſs. © Sin-is 
Yourds carers juitid;/! the | ſouls ſipimecand 
; wi - Taro, nakedneſs.Cheiſtspure | 
 #4-1.412 * and perfect righteonſ: | 
neſs is'its covering, Of garment © 'this-they 
wanted, how richly-ſoever' their: bodies | 
were adorned. ap were gg oe 
/$1e2) A quſt;* or righteous peoples (act | 
er _ che” norofbn ef: Ithat word? | 
whoſe Sairneeviey with which they<coveree | 
theniſelves, were rmadevfthe komedi : 
thread of their «wif rightcouſl neſs: ” ; 
Thirdly; The diRal&of Dabdicet 3 | 
here opened to. them, in - ag gi obighE | 
KAjt f am Fic] ah hrs F 
hu - au ra Gaf m6 _ DIRTY Die 


4or-5.& Dn w» DOT 910190e 
13S: 9% WA GUT) 5113 v1h He - 
: Th FL'S To: ; 


i 
; 


LT AG” ; VB a <4; de -6® 


0 9 rs OE AF 95, 


AT Or bh. 


ns ny OY <> y 


JT, btn ts. IRR 


© dS k-n$f3S8S by 0] oe 8 en NP Ow = WD Ws You BY 


con 


The Text opened. 7 
. «To. be really -graceleſs; - and 'Chriſtlefs 
is'a miſerable *condition-3 bur/to_ beſo, 
and! yet confidently - 2 09 7 
perſwaded of the con- ' N11 miſrius miſero non 
trary, is moſt miſera- ' Miſerantt ſeipſum.'  * 
ble:-to have the ve- -' - | ) 
ry ſyaptotnes-of death upon vs, and yet 
rell thoſe that pity: us, we. are as well as 


they;/islamentable indeed. | -- 7th 
O the efficacy of a ſpiritual deluſion! 
This was their diſeaſe,-graceleſneſs, and the 
ar gravation of it, was their ſenſeleſneſ. - 
2. Secondly, Wehave a proper reme- 
dy preſcribed verſe 18.. .I ceunſel thee to 
buy: of me gold tryed' 5n the fire, that thou 
mae be rich, &c. In which we have to 
der, Firſt, what is preſcribed for the 
cure. © Secondly, where 1t-1sto be had. 
Thirdly, how to be obtained. _ .':'7ii. 
Firſt, what are. the remedies preſcri- 
bed, afid. they are threeis old; white! vay- 
ment, and 'eye-ſalve. 'Firſt,' old, the cure 
of poverty ; Jea, gold tryed in the'fire, 
(i. e.) - grace that hath. been warivufly 


proved: already, :and-the-more it is Pro- 


ved, themoreits truth will be canſpict- 
OUS; "The next/ i8 "white" 7ayment, the” Fe- 
medy againſt -nakedneſfsv!; Andlaftlyi yp- 
ſalve, the effeftual -cure of blindneſs. . 
KITS Under 


o The Text opened, 


Under all theſe choice Metaphors, raore | 
choice and excellent things are ſhadowed, | 
eyen ſpiritual graces, real holineſs, more { 
precious than Gold.  Chriſts imputed | 
righteouſneſs, the richeſt garment in all | 
the wardrobe of heaven, 'and ſpiritual | 
ilkimination, the moſt excellent Collyri- | 
#1:.0r eye-{alve that ever was . or can be | 
applyed to the.mental eye or underſtand- | 
1ng of man in this world. 
Secondly. 'where theſe precious reme- 
dies may be had, and you find Chriſt hath 
PR 6 a the Monopoly of them 
9 0 . 14 

chrifii, extra quod = buy of - me, faith 
nulla oft ſalus. ( riſt in the text ; he : 
is the repoſetory of all | 

graces. Angels, Miniſters, Ordinances, | 
cannot furniſh you with 'them, without | 
Chriſt. P01; HEN R, 
Thirdly, how they may be ohtained| 
from him; bay of we'; -0n this place Eſt+ | 
x, and others build . their doctrine of! 
merit; which is to build. a ſuperſtruCture! 
of hay and ſtubble, upon a foundation of! 
gold. -'The:exigence of the very text K| 
ſelf deſtroys ſuch conceits:- for what have! 
- they'that- are poor, wretched; miſcrabls,| 
and want all things, to give, as A Pic} _ 
or by way of merit for thoſe ineſtimable} 
$5123 treaſures} 


. 
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 Yhe Doftrines propoltnded. S» 
treaſures of grace"? Baying therefore in |} 
this place, can ſignifie or intend no more 
than the acquiſition, compaſling, or -o0b- 
taining theſe things from Feſws Chriſt wn 
the uſe of ſuch means and methods as he 
hath appointed, and in the uſe of them 
we Inerit grace no more, than the parent 
merits of his Phyſ#:an by coming to him, 
and carefully follpicion his preſcriptions 
in the uſe 'of fuch medicaments as he free® _ 
yp him : and that place Eſa. 55. x. 

{ from which this phraſe ſeems to be bor- 
rowed) fully clears it ; be that hath ns 
woney, let him come, aud buy wine, and milky 


Without money, and without price. 


_ Fromall which, theſe three Obſervatt- 
ons fairly offer themſelves to us. - 


_ Do& x. be 

That many profeſſours of Religion are under 
wery . great and dangerous miſtakes in 
their profeſſions. 1, | 
Dot. 2, WH 


That true grace is exceeding precious, and 


| _ greatly enriches the ſoul that pofſeſſerh ut. +. 


B Bo, 


10 The Dottrines propounded. 
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That only is ta be accounted true grate, 
which ts able to endare all thoſe tryals ap- 
pointed, or permitted for the diſcovery | 

: of it. : 


The firſt doctrine naturally riſes ont of 
the ſcope of the "Text, which is to awa- 
ken and convince unſound Profeſſonrs. 

The ſecond from the uſe the Hol 
Ghoſt makes of the beſt and choicelt |: 
things in Nature, to ſhadow forth the | 
incſtimable 'worth and preciouſneſs of 
grace.” : 

And the Third, from that particular, 
and moſt ſignificant meraphor 'of gold tryed | 
5n the fire, by which 1 here underſtand, | 
| A real and ſolid work -of grace, evider- | 
F cing it {elf to be ſo, in all the proofs and | 
L | tryals that are made of it; for whatſoever | 
| is probational of grace, and pnts its found. | 

neſs and fincerity to the teſt, is that to it 
which fire is to gold : in this ſenſe it is 
ſed in Scripture, Pſal. 66. 10. Thow haft 
tryed us as fobver is tryed + and Zach. 13. 9., 
1 will bring the third part through-the fire, 
&2d will refine them as ſilver ts refined, and | 
my 
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The Do&rinzs propmnded. Ty 
them a: gold is tryed. So that what- 

Rongs-3e-is which examines and tryes 

| grace, whether it be ſound, and ſincere 

| thatis the fire Chriſt here ſpeaks of, ad 


ſuch grace as abides theſe th: is the 
gold here Intended. 


Q.  w BBs 
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CHAP. 1 


wherein the firſt Doftrine us opened 
4nd improved briefly as a prelimi- 
nary diſcourſe to the principal ſub- 
Jett berein deſigned. 


{ 


DoCt. 1. + 


That many profeſſors of Religion are pndes 
very great and dangerous miſtakes in thei 
profeſſion. 


SECT. I. 


LL flattery is dangerous, Self. 
flattery is more dangerous, - 
but ſelf-flattery 1n- the buſi- 

Aa. , neſs of Salvation is the moſt 
—_— of all. ; 
'T& pretend tothe good we know we | 
kave not, is groſs bypocriſie, to opine and 
perſwade our ſelves of the good we have | 
not, though we think we have it, 18 | 


formal 


willakes of {ome Profeſſoars. EF SZ 

formal hypocriſie 3 and this was-the cake of 
thoſe ſelt-deceivers inthe text. 
1 My deſign in this diſcourſe 1s' not to 
| ſhake the well-bnilt hopes of any man, or 


beget groundlels Jealoufies; but to difco- 

' ver thereal dangerous flaws inthe foun- 
q dationof many mens hopes for heaven : 
\ * every thingis as its foundation is, and 4- 

bile fundamentums fallit opus , that failing, 
all fatls. | 
There is a twofold felf-fuſpicion or feax 
in Gods own people. The one 15a fear of 
' * caution, awaking the foul to the uſe of all. 
| preventive means for ayoiding danger ; 
This is Laudable. The other a groundlefs 
y ſuſpicion of reigning hypocrite tending 
only to deſpondency 3 this is Culpable - 
by the former the ſoul is guarded _ 
danger, by the later it is betrayed into 
needleſs trouble ; and debarred from 
peace. 

Good men have ſometimes more fear 
than they oughr, and wicked men have 
leſs than they. ought : the former do 
ſometimes ſhut their eyes againſt the far 
eviaences of their own graces, the later 
ſhat'their eyes againſt the ſad evidences of 
their /#z and miſery. This is an eviÞ int 
both, but not ectully <dinigerdis: for he 

B 3 that 
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14 The great and dangerous, &c. 
that ſhuts his eyes again) his own graces 
and priviledges, lofeth but his peace and ' 
comfort for a time ; but he that ſhuts his 
eyes againſt the evidences of his ſin and 
miſery, loſeth his precious ſoul to all eter- : 
nity ! of this latter ſort of ſe/f-decervers the | 
world is full, and theſe are the men 1 am 
concerned with in this point. _ | 
O that ſome men had leſs trouble ! and ! 
oh that ſome had more! If the fool:ſh Vir- | 
gins had been leſs confident, they had cer- | 
tainly been more ſafe, Marth. 25. If thoſe 
{lorious profeſſours in Aatth. 7..22. had 
13oT [aut their eyes againlt their own hy- 
pecriſie,, Chritt tad not ſhut againſt them 
the door of Salyation and glory. Anas . 
#ias, and Saphira; Hymenens, and Philk- | 
tus ;, Alexander, and Demas : with multi- * 
ades more of that ſort, are the ſad in- 
ſtances and proofs of this point. It'is * 
ſaid, Prov. 30. 12. There ts a generation that 
z5 prere in their own eyes, and yet is not waſhed 
fron their, filthineſs. Through what falſe : 
ſnectacles do the men of that Generation | 
took upon their own ſouls? The men of : 
that generation are multjplyed in this / 
generation : never was any age over-run 
with a generation of yain, felf-couzening, | 
foxmal profeſſqurs,, as this generation is. | 
Ss | Three ! 


Evidences of ſelf deceit, &s. 15 
Fhree things I ſhall here endeavour 
to do: yah 
(1.) To give evidence bzyond con- 
tradiction, tothis fad truth; Thatamong 
profeilours are found -many lelfdecei- 
Vers. 
( 2.) To aſlign the true cauſes and rea- 
fons why it is{o. And, | 
( 3.) Improve it in thoſe praQtical in- 
ferences the point affords. 


SEC. I. 


"Hat there are multitudes of fuch felt- 
deceivers among Profeſſours, wil 
appear ; 

1. Firſt, By this, that there .are every 
where to be found many more profeſſours, 
than Converts. Unregencrate profeflours, 
whoſe Religion is but the effect of Edu- 
cation. Chriſtianity by the favour of an 
early Providence was the firſt comer, it- 
firſt beſpake' them for it felf;, theſe are 
Chriſtians of an humane Creation, rather 
born, than new-born belieyers. Now. all 
theſe are ſelf-deceived, and haſting to dam- 
nation, under the efficacy of a ſtrong de-: | 
luſion ; for if a man think_himſelf to be 
ſomuthing, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 


B 4 himſelf, 


36 Pridences of ſelf-deceit 
himſelf, ſaith the Ape Gal. 6. 3. Sure | 
ly our birth-priviledge, without the new 
birth, is nothing ;, yea, worſe than zorhing, 
as to our hſt, and great account ; that 
which ſtands for a great ſumm in our 4: 
rithmerick., is nothing, it.is but a Cypher | 
yoa ſee, in God's. Except a man be born | 
again, (ſay the lips of truth ) he canner 
fee the Kingdom of God, Joh. 3. 3. | 
Poor ſelf-deceivers, ponder thoſe words |. 
of Chriſt you have hitherto thought | 
Your Civil edxcation, your dead and heart- , 
&ſz duties enough to denominate you Chri- 
itians before God; but go now, and learn +: 
what that Scripture meaneth ; and be al- 
tured, you mult experience another man- 
ner of coverſion, or eUe it is impoſlible for 
you to eſcape eternal damnation. | 
2, Secondly, It is too-manifeſt by this, 
that many profeſloars.are only acquainted 
with the exrernals of Religion; and alt ; 
their duties are no more: but a comply- 
ance of the outward man with the com« 
mands of God : this is the-ſuperficial Re- 
ligion which deceives and betrays multi- 
tudes into eternal miſery. True Religt- 
on feats it ſelf in the inward man, and 
a&ts effeCtually upon the vital powers: kil- 
ling fin inthe heart, and purging its _ 
2 
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and delights from carnality -and felfiſh- 
neſs; engaging the heart for God, and 
ſetting it as a bow in'its full bent for bim, 
in the approaches we make to him :* but 
how little are many Profeſlours acquaint- 
ed with theſe things !- 

Alas! if this be all we: have to ftand 
upon; how dangerous a-ſtation is.it ! what 
is-external conformity, but an: artificial 
imitation of that which only lives 1n the 
ſouls of good men? Thus was 7ehx de 
ceived ;- he did many acts of external: 
obedience'to Gods command; but Fehu 


. took no+heed towalk, in the way of the Lord 


God of ljratl with bis heart, 2 Kings 10. 31. 
and this was his overthrow. 

- This alſo was the ruine of thoſe forma- 
liſts, Ezek. 33. 31. they- came and fate 
before the Lord as his people; The word 
was to them as a lovely ſong ; mightily 
charmed with the modulation of the Pre« 
phers voice, and his lively geſtures; but 
all the while their hearts went-after their 
covetouſneſs :: and what abundance of - 
ſuch phariſaical, ſuperficial : Religion is - 
every witere-to be found? * | 

3. Thirdly, It appears by this, that 
every tryal made by 4ufferings upon pro-- 
ieours, blows away multitades like. dvy 

B. Pp leavess; .Y 
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leaves-in Autumn by a ſtormy wind 3 mas- | 
ny fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſs in ſhaking ' 


times : proſperity multiplies vain. Pro- 


feſſours, and adverlity purges the Church of : 


them.Then ſhall many be offewded, Mat.24-10. 


This the Scripture every where marks As a. | 


ſymprome of Hypocriſie, Pal.78.8..Agenera. 
tien that ſet-not their heart aright : and whoſe 


feirit was not fhedfaſt with God. 1 John 2. 19.. | 
But they went out, that they might be made. | 
manifeſt, that they were not of us. Matth.,' 
13. 21. For when tribulation or perſecu- 


tion ariſeth becauſe of the word ; by and by: 


be # offended: but ſhould one haye told. 


them 1n the dayes of their firſt profeſſion, 
that. all their. zeal and labour: in Religion, 


would have ended in this; 1t is like they-* 
would have replyed as Hazael to the man; 


of God, 2 King, 8. 13. But what ts thy. 
ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this great | 


thing 7: quantum mutatys ab lo ?- 
Oh how unlike is their dark and dirty 


a 


evening, to their glorious. and hopeful. 
morning ! theſe Profeſſours have more | 


of the 1Moonthan of the Sur; little light, 
leſs heat,z but many changes : they de- 


cerre many. yea, they deceive themſelves, : 
but cannot deceive God. During the | 
calm, what a flouriſh do they make ! and:? 


with, 


in matters of Religion. 
with what gallantry do they fait! by and 
by you may hear horrendas tempeſt ates, and 
ſoon after you may lee flenda nanfragia, a 
dreadful ſhipwrack;, after a furious ſtorm z 
and no wonder, for they want- 
ed that idtoy 5nery py, that bal- 1 Per. 3. 17. 
laſt and eſtabliſhment in them- FT. 
ſelves that would have kept them tite 
and ſtable. 

4. Fourthly, It is too apparent by this, 
that many Profeſſours ſecretly indulge 
and ſhelter beloved luſts under the wings 
of their profeſſion. This: like a worm 
at the root-will wither and kill them at 
laſt, how fragrant ſoever they may ſeem 
to be for a leaſon. Gideon had ſeventy 
Sons, and one Baſtard; but that one Ba- 
ftard was the death of all his ſeventy 
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Some men have many excellent: gifts, . 
and perform multitudes of duties, but one 
lecret {in indulged and allowed, will de-. 
ſroy them all at laſt. He that is partial 
as to the mortification of his fins, 15 un- 
doubtedly hypocritical in his: profeſſion. 
It Davids evidence was good for his in- 
tezrity, ſurely ſuch Profeſſours will never. 
clear themſelves of hypocriſic. 1 was al- 


fo upright before him, and kept my ſelf from 


ming, 


36 PFvidences of ſelf-decert 
ine 11169uity, faith he, Pſal. 18..23. this is i 
the right eye, and right hand which every ' 
fincere Chriſtian muſt pluck out, and cut. 
off, Matth. 5.29, 30. | 
Which 1s a Metaphor from. Chirurgeons, | 
whoſe manner it is when the whole 1s in | 
danger by any part, to cut.it off, e pars | 
cera trahatur ;, leſt all periſh. | ; 
— Their ſuppreſſing fome luſts raiſeth | 
#heir confidence, the indulging of one ; 
razeth the foundation of their hopes, and / 
thus they deceive themſelves. : 
5. Fifthly, This alſo manifeſts the ſelf- | 
deceits of many profeſſours,, That the ſe- ' 
cret duties of Rehgion, or at. leaſt the: 
ſecret intercourſe of the ſoul with God: 
in them is a ſecret hid from the know: - 
ledge and experience of many profeſſours. 
Toattend the Ordinances of God in. 
the ſeaſons of them they know, to pray in ' 
their families at the ſtated. hours thereof ! 
they know 3 but to retire from all the: 
world into their Cloſers, and there to pour 
out their heatts. before the Lord, they: 
know not. | 
. Tofeel ſomewhat within, paining;thent: 
. lke anempty hungry ſtomach until they” 
have eaten that hidden Manna, that? 
. bread in ſecret 5 I mean refreſhed _ : 
oub* 
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: mh matters of Religion. 2% 
fouls with real communion with the Lord 
there ; this is a Myſterie locked up from 
the acquaintance of many. that call 
themſelves Chriſtians; and yet this 1s mace 
a Charatteriſtical note of a. ſincere Chriſtt- 
an by Chriff himſelf in Iarth. 6. 6. | 

O Reader, If thy heart were right with 
God, and thou didft got: cheat thy fe 
with a vain profeſſion, thou wonldſt have 
frequent bufinefs with God; which thon 
wouldſt be Ioth thy deareſt friend; or the 
wife of thy boſome fhonld*be privy to: 
Non eſt religio ubi omnia patent. Religion 
doth not lay all open to-the eyes of men. 
Obſerved duties maintain our cred:t, but 
ſecret. duties. maintain our life. It was 
the ſaying of an Heathen. about his ſecret 
correſpondency with his friend; What 
need the worlkd be acquainted with it ? 
thou and I are Theatre enough to each other : - 
There are enctoſed pleaſures in Religion, 
which none but renewed fpiritual ſouls do 
teclingly underſtand: 

6. Laſtly, How many more profeſs Re- 
Iigion in thefe dayes, than ever made Re- 
Figion their buſineſs ? Philoſophy tells us 
thereis a a 7ezov, and a mlrrrnr, A main- 
buſmeſs, and a by-buſmeſ; the ſame is found 
w Religion. alſo. | 

There 


22 Evidence of ſclf-deceit &c. 

There - are that give themſelves to the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5.. whoſe converſation, ! 
or trade is in heaven, Phzl. 3. 18. the end 
or ſcope of whole life is Chriſt, Heb. 13. 
7, 8. whogive Religion. the precedency 
both in time and.affection, Pſal. 5. 3. Rom. 
12. 11.. Who are conſtant and indefatiga- ' 
ble in the work. of the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. 58. 

And there are allo that take upReligion 
rather ' for of{entation, than for an occupa- | 
tron, who never mind the duties of Religj- | 
on, but: when they have nothing elſe to 
do; and when their outward man is en- 
gaged in the duties of it, yet their heart 
Is not in it 3 they hear, they pray, » 5 
alu ZE, as Chryſeffome ſpeaks, but their 
ſouls, their thoughts and minds are 
abroad. Ir is not their buſineſs to have 
fellowſhip with God in duties, to get their 
luſts mortified, their hearts tryed, and 
their ſouls conformed to the image of | 
God in holineſs. 

They Pray as if they prayed not, and 
hear as if they heard not : and if they feel : 
.No power in Ordinances, no quickening 
in duties, it is no diſappointment at all 
'to them ; for theſe were not their deſigns : 
in drawing nigh to God in theſe appoiat- | 


And  B 


CE auſes of ſelf- aeceit. 2 ; 
And thus you ſee what numbers of Pro- 
feſſours deceive themſelves. 


SEC 5. EL. 


Nd if we ſeriouſly enquire into the 
. grounds and cauſes. of this ſelf.de- 
ceit among Profeſſours, we ſball find theſe 
four things conſpiring to deiude and cheat 
chem, in the great concern. of. their ſal- 
vation: 

1. Firſt, The natural deceitfulneſs of 
the heart, than which. nothing is more. 
treacherous, and falſe, :Zer.. 17. 9. The 
heart: is. deceitful- above all things, and 
deſperately wicked:7ID AN IÞÞ 
Supplantativurm £cor- pre: omnibus, Ar. Mont-. 
the heart is the greateft ſupplan- | 
ter, the moſt crafty and ſubtil cheat of all ;; 
it, deceives us- as 7acob did his brother, 
( to whoſe name. this. text alludes..)) It de- 
teats us- of our heavenly heritage, as 7a- 
cob ſupplanted him- in is earthly one; 
while we are gone a hunting after earthly 
trifles. And wherein its deceitfulnefs 
wionpaly appears, you. may ſce by the 
olemn Cevear of the Apoſtle Fames 1. 22. 
wherein he warns us to beware, that in 
hearing the word we. deceive not our 
{elves 


£4 Canſes of ſelf-deceit. 
ſelves by falſe reaſonings ; for ſo @Þ9a | 
20 ava fav]sgimports, and may be ſtrit. | 
ly rendred falſe reaſoning themſelves, | 
namely, by making falſe ſylogiſmes; where. | 
by they miſconclude about their ſpiritual 
and eternal eſtate and condition, and be. 
fool themſelves. I 
The time will come when a mans own : 
heart will be found to have the chief hand 
in his ruine ; and what Apollodorus did ' 
. but fancy his heart ſaid to him, ſome mens: 
hearts will tell them in earneſt when they - 
come to the place of miſery and torment 
28 ot-TeTray dime. I have been the cauſe 
of all this. I have betrayed thee into al - 
theſe torments. It was my lazzzef, my* 
credulity, my averſeneſs to the wayes of 
ſtrit godlineſs, mortification, and ſelx- 
denyal have for ever undone thee. When 
thou ſateſt-under the convincing truths of : 
the Goſpel; itwas I that'whiſpered thoſe 
Atheiſtical ſurmiſes into thine ear, per-: 
ſwading thee all thou heardſt was but the: 
intemperate heat of-an hot brained 7zea-* 
lot ; when the Judgements of God were. 
denounced, and the miſery thon now feel.” 
eſt forewarned and threatned, it was I} 
that whiſpered what the tongue of ano-” 
ther once ſpake out, Timc: credam, cn? 
FOR 


Canſes of ſelf decert? $ 
FIuc venero. 1 will believe it when 1 come 


thither. : 

Surely this is a great truth which was 
obſerved by the wiſeſt of men, he that 
rruſteth in his own. heart is a fool, Prov. 


. 2$. 26. and thouſands of ſuch fools are 


to be found among Profeſlours. 7 us 
2. Secondly, Satan 1sa chief conſpira- 
tor in this treacherous deſign; we are 18 
z5norant ( faith the Apoſtle) of his dt: 
VICES ; Yohware his Sophiſtry and-{leights, 
2 Cor. 2. 11. his wedvdaag, trains and me- 
thods of temptation, which are through- 
ly ſtudied, and artificially moulded and 
ordered ; even ſuch SyſFems as Txtors and 
Profeſſours of Arts and Sciences have, and 
read over to their Au- 
aitors;, as One judici- Dr. Goodwin Child 
ouſly obferyes to be of Light. 
the import of that | 
Text, Eph. 6. 11..Nor is it to be wondred 


: at, conhidering his vaſt knowledge, deep 


malice, and long experience in this Art 


| of cheating ; together with the great 
- corruption and pronivy of the hearts of 
', Mmento cloſe with his devices, and believe 
» hisimpoſtures; that ſo-vaſt a-number of 
: Joulsare taken captive by him at his will; 
' 2 LW. 2,26, 


Ty 


26 Cauſerof ſelf-decert, 
*Tis the God of this world that blinds 
the minds of them that believe not-: 


>» Wo 
ha. tt 


2 Cor. 4. 3,4. The God.of this world ( 1 
calFd by a Afrmeſes) who leads a world : 
of poor deluded retches to deltruction, : 


having firſt blinded their minds, that is de- | 


Iaded, and with his helliſh art practiſed} 
upon their underitanding, that 7 1934s. | 
voy, leading and dirceti vctacuity, whica| 
15 tO the ſon] what «yes are to the body. 


I remember Baſi! brings in Satan thus? 


inſulting againſt Ch-:/t, L have them, { have! 
them : for all thy blood and miracles," 
thy wooings and beſeechings, thy knock" 
ings and ftrivings; - I have couzened thee: 
of them at the very gates of Heaven: 
for all their illuminations, and: taſting, of: 
the powers of the World to come; I have} 
ſhipwrackt them in the very mouth of 
the haven. 

3.. Thirdly, The common works found! 
in wrregenerate fouls, deceive many ; who! 


cannot diſtinguiſh them from the ſpecid . 


works of the fpirir in Gods Elett - ſee? 


that ſtartling Scripture, He. 6. 4. where; 


youfind among the common operations, | 
of the Spirit upon Apoſt ates, ilemination) 
which gives perſpicuity to their-minds i in; 
diſcerning ſpiritual twths, and: that- fre | 
quent 


_. Canſes of ſelf-decert. -27 
quently with more diſtinCteſs and depth 
of . Judgement than ſome gracious ſouls 
attain unto ; beſides, it isthe matter out 
of which many rare and excellent gifts are 
formed in admirable variety; which are 
ſingularly uſeful to others as they are ex- 


-erciſed in expounding the Scriptures, de- 


fending the truths, of Chriſt:by ſolid ar- 
guments, preaching; praying, &c. and 
make the ſubje&t of them renowned and 
honoured in the Church of God; whileſt 
mean time, they are: dazled: with their 
own: ſplendour, and: fatally. ruined by 
them... 

There you find alfo Taſting as well as 
enlightening. So © that. they ſcem to 
abound. not-only_in kzowledze but in ſenſe 
alſo (5. e. ) in ſome kindof experience. of 
what they know; for experience 1s the 


bringing of things to the Teſt of ſpiri- 


tual ſenſe. They do taſte or experi- 
ence the good that comes by the promiſes 
of the word, and diſcoveries of heaven 
and glory ; though they feel.not experj- 
mentally the transforming efficacy of thefe 
things upon their own fouls. 

Now that lamination furniſhing them 
with excellent gifts. (as before was noted). 
enabling them to-.4ſſert to Goſpel In 

I |  whi: 


58 Canſes of ſelf-deceitr, © 
which the Scripture calls faith, As 8. 2}. 
and working in them corviQion of ſin,! 
1 Sam. 15.24. reformation of life, 2 Pe! 
2. 20. and tonching their affeftions al: 
with tranſtent joy in the diſcovery of: 
thoſe truths ; _ 
And this Tafe which comes ſo near to! 
the experience which the ſanCtified ſoul en. 
 joyes : theſe things ſeem to put their con} 
\ dition beyond all controverlie,, and lay a} 
foundation for their il] built conhcenotl 
nothing is more apt to beget and nouriſh? 
fach a confidence, than the meltings and? 
workings of our affections about ſpiritual? 
things; for as a grave Di! 

Mr. 4. Burges. wine hath well obtcrved! 
ſach a man ſeems to haves 

all that is required of a Chriſtian, and? 
to have attained the very endof all know-} 
tedge, which is operation and influence? 
upon the affeftions. When they ſhall? 
find heat in their afet5ons, as well as light 
in their mids; how apt are they to fay* 
(as theſe ſelf-deceivers. in. the Texr did): 
they are rich, and bave need of nothing |: 
Now of all the falſe ſigns of grace, by: 
which men couxzen themſelves, none are ; 
jo dangerons and deſtructive to ſouls, a7 
thoſe that come neareſt true ones: = | 
oth 


. 


oo — 


1 Canſesof ſelf deceit IG 
- 73}, Uoth Saran more effectually and ſecurely 
" ſig,} manage his cheats, than when he is tranſ: 
/P4,, formed into an Angel of _— 0: 
4h. _ this ſort of ſelt-deceiyers, how 
y of; Many gifted men, and among that ſort 
- ſome v7 wat in the office of theMiniſtry, 
r to. Will be found !: whoſe daily imployment -- 
er.) being about” Tpiritnal things, ſtudying; 
-on.% Preaching, praying, &c.: conclude then 
2 4. ſelves ſanQtihed perfons, becauſe they are” 
ce; verſant about facred imployments, as if 
ris the ſubjet# muſt be, becauſe the obje& is 
and; facred. . Oh that ſuch would - ſeriouſly: 
ual Ponder thoſe two Sctiptares, Mar: 7; 22. 
Di. Many will ſay unto the tn-that' day,” Lord, 
a} Lord, hove we not prophiſied vnthy tie 2 
2ves and in thy name have caſt 'ort devils 2" 
ings 4ndin thy name done many wonderful things? 
©.) 20d 1 Cor. g. 27,—leſt that by avy means, . 


nce} When Thave preacbed wnjo others, Tmy Ja” 
all! ould be a caftaway. ooo TON 


hk; 4: Laſtly, To addhere no more, ' this 
Xl [trengthens ſelf deceit exceedingly in ma- 
1)* Ty, viz. their obſervations ofg/ and com- 
- |. Parting themſelves with - others. Thus 

by . £he. Phariſees, (thoſe groſs ſelf-decei-- 
re, ; 


* ro 


Vers) trafted in. themſelves that they were" 


low rating of others,” gave theme” 


OI 


=, the Pteors, and "tefiſed others, Luke 185 g."! 
Sy heir 
cr 


2D Cauſes of felf- deceit.” 


that high rate and value of themſelyes 3 
and thus the proverb. is made good, reg- 
21a luſcus inter cecos, he that hath but one ' 
eye, isa King among the blind. | 
Thus the falſe Apoſtles cheated and be- 
fool'd themſelves, 2 Cor. 19. 12. hut they 
meaſuring themſelves. by themſelves, gud com 
paring themſelves. among t clues, are. not 
wiſe. God hath not.made -ohe_man a 
meaſure or ſtandard to, another man, but 
' his Word is thecommon beam or ſcale to | 


Rh pa J pes Hp fate to note 
e men aro as 


other + -mens evils, own excellen.. 
cies, to eye the miſcarriages of others. 
with deriſion, and their own performances 
Meſs rhem{ſves when they, b 
ves when. they, be- 
hold the prophane in. their" impieties,. 
Luke 18. OY T Bd x thee = am 
ng; as other-mg Arey. Fo A .Unijuſt, 
erers; or | even. as this. Pubblcan, q. d. 
Q what a Saint am,. I in pens Bl of 
theſe meſcreams,! The Pherifs. Reged. 


you fee ons AM DOB Oy 5. 
lineſs iscnough to.him.;.and UE or 
hetakes of. it is by col on of Hentele If, 


with others mare ,cxternally vile than 
himſelf. A Chriſtian may ſay with _ 
and 


Unwarrantable Inferences, i &c. 3 "4 
and humility, [ans 7 as ſome mes are, but 


though he wy as el eſe Fe yer is phe ; 


mot thereby "juſt ifie 


| therrakes to « hy 'exormities _ the 


vileſt, orthe infirmities-of the-holieft, to 


juſtifieand applaud himſelf as theſs ſelf. 


deceivers do. . And theſe are the canſes 


' | - and occaſions:of that: general deception, 


under which fo great a part;of the 
Eg world bow down, and periſh. Ee 


SECT. IV: 


z. the laft place 1thaff improve this 

Thin rarity according to the im- 
portance and. uſefulneſs of 'it, with” as 
much brevity and cloſeneſs of Applice- 
tion as Ican ; And | 


of 1. 


—_ 


' Shall be fob Caution'to projets: be- 
fore I tell you what uſe you. ſhould make | 
of it, I muſt tell. you what uſe you may 
not make of it. 

- * Firſt, don't make this uſe of it, to con- 
Goel from what hath Ho {ek that 7h 
proje{ſonrs are CK O arp 
that there 4 ISNO veki s nor NT 

_—_ 


man ; this is both intolerable arrogarics 
to aſcend-the Throxe of God, and unpa« 
Yallel'd wcharitableneſs to judge the hearts 
of all men. - 
 Some,menare as apt to conclude others 
to be Hypocrites, . by meaſuring their 
hearts by their own, as others are to con- 
clude themſelves Saints, by comparing 
their own excellenties with other mens 
corruptions : but blefled be God there is 
ſome grain among the heap of chaff, ſome 
true Diamonds among the counterfeit 


-Stones, The Devil hath not the whole | 


pie 5.4 remnant according to election 
belongs really to the Lord. - 2] 

- 2.:.Secondly, don't make this. uſe of it, 
that affurance muſt needs be impoſlible, 
becanſe ſo many Profeſſours are found to 
be ſelf.deceivers. | is 

That affuranceis one of the great difs 
ficulties in Religion, is a great truth 3 
but that it is therefore unattainable in this 
world, is very falſe. Popsſh doftrine in- 


deed makes it impoſlible,. but that do- | 


Qrine is -praCtically confuted in the com- 
fortaþble experience of many fouls : all are 
poumpre mommy gel 2 Pet. 1.10. 

reue delegence to make your talling and Eleti- 
- ſere : and Arg kv the happineſs to 
Fi 6 *% #&. A 4 F s @ £44 tain 


ix Unwarrantable Inferences * 


«a © cat cc. and. Fes 


T "r Pow the miluleraf Profeſſoars. 73 * 


obtain it : 2 Tim. 1. 12. for 1 kyow whons 
[ have believed, and [ an-perſwaded that he 
is able to keep that whith T have committed 
. mito him ks that, day. 

Let the Similar works upon Hypoerites | 
reſemble.as mych as. they, will the / 


meet at he maſt you 
therefore hide or to ey you py” 
Tis true, the paſſes of grace and truth 
Iago op ns Fl LR By Fon 
afefſien.and. confeſſion 0 Ralf £ 
hh nonrg "Gag, ger BY 
ſometimes. 15. the inſtrument. £6 ave 
|| others: it's. your comfort that you 
1 gates PO thers comfort to mou: hi 
g Mg PFs ts 
ble 299 me "fs L 


ous; and - 
Raw. 19, 9+ 


34 | ff \ſurmor warning © © 


EN 1 
Uſe 2. 


F FAvin hewed you 1 the former 
AL Settron what »ſe you ought” or t0 


make of this DoCtrife, I will next ſhew 
you what »ſe you ought to make of ity 
and ſurely you canuot improve This point 
£0, a better purpoſe than from it to take 
warning, and- look to your” ſelves, that 


you be not; of that .nambet who deceive 


pro- 


% 
| 


E 
p 
) 
, 
y 
) 
n 


nbunced -by- your” Us An& what” 
mou weighyou'Over id his/more! 
equal ad fay Mee tchels” 
thou art weighed i in the\ balances and-arc! 
found:wanting ; ' what :a'confounde} _ 
wilt thou; be under fact a ſentence! . 


ſplendemt sn-confpelty: homittis, fordert incor © 
Tudbeis 3 «thingy: 'that::are 'h Z 

coma! pf men, at "ale ky: 

the fightof Go 3 he--ſeeth no_dsmart 


reaÞ'profeſſers 


ſeeth. - or d-xYt2; 24. Wi 


"Thy beartmay bs falſe; :and thou not 
know.it., yea;; it may be. falſe, and thou 


ſtrongly confident its integrity. 


: TheSaints may zpprove thee, and Gol 
condemn'i theez7Rev20 3011” Thin thaſt is 
name that  thon: Liveſt, but thou \art- dead'y.) 
men may- ſay there's a true *Nathanael, + 
and God may ay,. anon S a ſelf CON - 

eb.. 

Reader, thou haſt heard of Jadas and: 
Demas of Ananiat and  Sapphira, of Hy-: 


menens.and -Philetus/ Once renowned and? 6 


famous Profeſſours,.and thou: haſt _ 
what they provedatiaſt.:. - - | 
.. Take heed their caſe be not thine own; 432 - 
dothey not all as: it were:.,with'one mouth; 
cyto thee, |'O Profefovr 1 if thon wilts 
nat come where we are,tdu't; couzoun! FX: 
W's" | Ch "mo 


36 A ſolgnwwaetning: 
ſelf as we did :-if thonexpedteſt;a bettey: 
place:and let,:be: fure;thovgaifſincerer!! 
hot « had. we! let Imboe Srifefpicions, 
et boat tine fa aft: (i oh M12! W778 TiOH 
Bm aaa ou! with: zevilafs! jous! 
e&3, but:bwonkl pievent yea 9g / 
#4 Dent you bad your pn 
ceitfulin Spin don't thieycſhufle;, 
oyer idexret:1dataes:? -don'e-ithity | .cenfios 
the fmallewils it others, which they ſcarce; 
in your ſelyes ? are there not mins! 
<nds in duties? don't pou mit they 
tc affeted! with a: great crab of 
Seyice and honour tlone> tan -Golt by! 
others; than with alittle by: your: felves ? 
is itnethard:to Jook ſpon other mens: 
excdllenctes without envy; or '\UPen TR 
own withoit pride ? 

And are you not troubled with a buſt 
devil, as well as with-a bad heart ?-hath' 
Rdt he that circuits}the whole world: ob- 
ſerved you? hath henotſtadied your con- 
Kirntion fins, and found ' out ::that-fin 
winch moſt cafily beſets. you ? hath he. 
leſs malice againſt your fouls thanothers ? 
Sprely-you are inthe very thick of tem- 

peations-; thouſands of ſnares are round: 
about you. - Oh how difficultly are :the- 
myſnoons fave! how hardto be upright! 
ow 


- "Away with ralh aateale' vre 
W hers abt pomore Il L 1CYSTC | 
'cefiſuring. your ut felyes. © Aw | 

uipr "x0 


ti6und; or am trotten a3 he! 

wtreature, of Ca TETY i 

the new creatures, dreſs ay@ ha bit ? 
Re you he tlot NOT 


Br in CO ni in 
pa be” not Wren up t0 ant heedlefs, oy; | 


& and vain. ſpirit, And then PU Ii- 
giqus qutigs 6: a a Kaitle col and qiile 


woo n{ciences. ;_. 
wit that gro! -ywork can Th 
| NE e, upop. which ſo great, A {trel 
thy foul and «rernity mult dep 
wil hot repent. thee (1 dare p 
Wh {op <oxpeR to i th 


al NOR, earth, th, ind lying Tun aha , 


"ſhew 


23 ; ” 3 4k EY erning 
 #Hewusan ES good ? be thou. pan of. 
ter tlie affurances of the; [age o 


eat your elves Er VE 
and notions! think not, becauſe yau are 
for a ftriter way of worſhip, or becauſe 
you aſſociate with (and are accordingly 
denominated )- one of the ore reform- 


ed Profeſſours ; that theretore you ate 
ſafe enough: alas! bow ſmall an Intereſt 
have titles, modes, and denoritmations. in 
Religion ? Suppole a curious. Arty take | 
a Lump of lead and refine. it, and call it 
into the mould ; whence it. comes. th 
ſhining, and beating hace noble; figire, 
fuppale of an Eagle, yet itis but alcaden 
Eagle." Suppoſe the figute of a mar, and 
Chat. in the molt exact lineaments and pro- 
rtions, yet {till it is but. a leader mar. 
ay, tet it bear the fig Ss wr Fr gh 
is. but a leadev Angel : 7 -for 
obte matter is the fame it Was hoek 
e figure be not. Even ſo, . Take an 
Unregenerate.carnat man, tet his life be 
reformed, and his tongue refined ; and 
call him a zealous Conformift, or a Brig 


Non-Corifornaſt 4 call hint a Pre 
a genre Or what you will; \ie wal vl 


. 12.6. Profeſſagrs.. * 


the while bu he a carnal ra, # or 
Non-conformiſt ; an pnre FETAL Pref? 
byterian, a carnal ESA ndent, ; for. the 
—_ re 1s ſtill the Tame, though” the ſtamp 

pndhgare his profeſſion, gives kim, b Por 
thelame. | 

O my friends believe it; fine” narties, 
and brave words, are of little value with 
God. God will no more-ſpare you for 
theſe, than Samuel did 4gag for his deli- 
cate Orhaments, and ſpruce appearance : 
either make ſure the root of the matter, 
or the leaves of a. vain Profeſhon, will Gag 
long cover you. | 

To be deceived by another is bad 
enough, but fo deceive. our ſelves ts I | 
thou 2nd times worſe. : 

Fo deceive our ſelves in truths of th 


Tiperftrulkure is bad, and they that tto"fo þ 
F HFhall ſuffer Toſs ; » Cor. 3. 32. but co.de- 
| © Ceive qQur ſelves in' the foundation is A 


deſperate deceit, and ſhipwracks all our 
hope and happineſs at: ones. Ei he Sen 
IF any! man loſe his. money 


= 


4 = Ly 
of 


46 Cinſol tis the WpPight: 
there's another tft ; animain vero ienain® £ 
but the ſoul is one, an only one, and if that 
be. _ » You have not another to be 
e 
O thetefore be reftteſs til it be, and and tilt 
you know it be out of eternal danger. 


_—_—S 5 


ob x. 


v cdndtilion; if fo many Profiltourct 
| Religion be cheated in their profeſſt- 
on, let all that are well fatisfied and af. 
ared of their integrity blefs the Lord 
whilſt they live, fot that mercy. O'tis a 
mercy "that no unfafitified ſoul can havez 
ea, arid it's a mercy that many gracious 
ouls cannot obtam, though they: ſeek it 
with tears; and would part with all the 
pleaſabr things My, ? APE? inthe world to. 


&n 1 X EST haiti fu ns 

- This is that mercy hat gives fouls the 
higheſt plc es this world is on: rats 
With, or the ftate of this 'morta 


eat : for let the. well afſured - my but: 
coil der what It, is afſired of -: Chrift 
with, the Purchaſes of "his blood. d. 
wag 


EWOR: pis-this.! =. ans my wn and by 
' beloved 15:  _ Cane 2: Pref wu A Ul- 
tal raviſhing 'overpomering:efficacy iin 
"that voice of faith! Let iributipakiback 
a few years, and compare what it was. 
with what it is : it was afar off, it's 
now-made migh , Epheſ.' 2. 12, 13. -It 
was not beloved, but is now beloved, - 
Rom. 25. 26. It had not obtained mer- _ | 
cy, but now hath obtained mercy. 1 Per. 
2. 10. or let the aſſured ſoul look for- 
ward and compare what it now. is, and 
hath, with what it ſhortly ſhall be made,, 
and put in polleſſion of : Beloved, (faith 
the Apoſtle ) now are we the Sons off Ged, 
but it doth not. yet appear what we 

but we know that when he ſhall appear, we 
ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him. as be 
3.gj« I John 3. 2e. 

I fay, let the aſſired ſoul. bnt ſteep: 

| HEY by meditation in theſe fub- bk 


$, and it is. as impoſlible- to keep him. 
rom his tranſports of Joy, as it 1s for 
a _u_ to forbear laughing when he is. 
tickle 

O what a life haye you in compariſons 
of other men ? Some- have two Hells, - 
one preſent, another coming; you have: |» 
C5 Wa | 


Tn _ Confolations for the Wpright* 
Eno Heavens; one-in hand, the. other ir 
\ hope. . Some of your own brethren in 
Chriſt, that have been it may be man 
years panting after aſlurance, are ſtill 
, denyed it ; but God hath indulged 
. peculiar a fayour to you. Bleſs ye the 
rd, and make his praiſe glorious.. 


Dot. 2. 


That true Grace is exceeding precio, and 
greatly enricheth the ſoul that hath it x 
«'s Chriſts Gold. 


SECT.L 


HE Lord Feſu here- chooſetly 
| the moſt pure, precious, re- 
BE ſplendent, dnraÞtte, and valua- 
[LY ble thing -in' afl the Treaſu- 
ries, and magazines of Natnre, to ſhi 
dow forth ſaving grace, which is infi- 


muſt be the beſt thing, which the beſt 
things in Nature can: but imperfectly ſha» 
dow forth. What was the golden oyle 


-#. ” 
.* 
of 


Zecks 


+ End teat Be 
| = DEAR: 
X CHAP. IFI. Kg 
oy _ : 
Containing the proof” and improve- 
| mentof | BY 


nitely more excellent : certainly thar  } 


emptied throught the two' golden pipess .. 


» Y 
| 


ah” Theiwoulaubleworth - 
 $ech. 4. 12. but the precious graces of 
ing through Chriſt, into all his, 

members ! Gold is precious, but one 
drachm of faving graceis more precious. 
than all the gold of Ophir. It cannot be 
gotten far gold, neither ſhall: ſilver be weigh- 
ed for the price thereof, Job 28. 15. Surely 


Gold and Silver, Saphires, Diamonds and. | 


Rubies are not worth the mentioning, when, 
{aving grace is' once mentioned, For 
Conſider it, 
- 1. Firft; In its cauſe, and fountain from, 
whence i flows ; and you ſhall find it to. 
be the fruit of the ſpirit, Gal. 5. 22. who: 
upon that accompt. is called the fpirir of 
{, grace, Heb. 10. 29. It derives its original 
| from the moſt high; it is ſpirit born of 
Irit, Fob. 3. 6. all the rales 'of Morabry,, 
humane diligence and: induſtry can 
never produce one gracious habit or act: 
alone,2 Cor. 3. 5; Not. that. we are ſuffici-- 
ext of oxr ſelves, SC. 


Nay, we ſpeak not becoming, the: in-._ 


£omparable worth of grace, when we ſay. 
Ks the fruit and birth: of the ſpirit ;. for 
| HD are common gifts alſo. There are ſe. 
| weral emanations from this Sun, divers. 
| Kfreams.from this fountain,;, but of all his 
| OWcrationsand preductions, this of ſaving 


prace isthe moſt noble and excellent. G5frs 
are from the ſpirit as well as-grace;. but 
prace is more excellent than the bett gifts; 
1 Core. 12.31. covet earneſtlyvhe befÞiyifes; 
ant 'yer ſhew Tunto you amore extellemways 
Hence you read in. Phil. 1. 10. of :chings 
that are excellent, Or. as 'the Original, ad. 
Hapterm. might be-rendred, things that 
differ. Namely,in refpectof ex c 
not as. good and evil, but as. leſs' good: 
and more-good differ. Gifts. have their 
value and preciouſneſs, but the beſt pifts 


differ as much from grace, as'brafs from * ? 


gold ; though both be 'generated by the: 
1fgence of. rhe ſame Son.. - Gifts (asone 
faith) are dead graces, butgraces we loings- 


xiftc: it:is the moſt excellent production. | 


of the higheſt and-moft excellent cauſe.” 
2. Secondly, Conſider it i its-memre; 
and you will ftind-4#t divine, 2 Pet. 15 4. 
artakers of the drvine narrre, VE. inte 
Pnfeation : not that it gives us. thee- 


popertics of the divine nature ,- they, 


are incommmnnicable ; but the ſimilirude, 
and reſemblance of it is ſtamped. upon: 
eur ſouls, in the work of grace... © + 


The rew man 1s renewed in kyowledpe,. | 


after the imare of him that created him, 
CoL 3. 10, The Schoolmen and ſome of the: 
3 : Fathers 
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36 The tmualuable worth. 'F 
Fathers place this image or reſemblance ' 
of God, in the natural faculties . of the 
ſoul, viz. the underitanding, - memory, 
and will ; which.is at «wbrage of a Trimty 
&: Unity : but it rather -conliſts in the 
renovation of. the faculties by grace ; for 
in this we bear the divine image upon.our 
fouls, and that image or reſemblance of 
God in holineſs, is the beauty, and honour 
of our ſouls. — 

- It is their beauty, How fair, and how 
pleaſant art thou. O love for delights ! ſaith 
Chriſt of his people, Cant. 7. 6. Natural 
beauty conſiſts in the Sywmerry,and comely 
-proportion of parts each witi: other ; 
Spiritual beauty in-the harmony or agree- | 
-ableneſsof -our ſouls to God: and as it is 
our chiefeſt beauty, ſo certainly it is our 
higheſt honour 5 for it gives us acceſs unto 
God, who is the fountain of honour and 
_ gory; and this makes the righteaus more 

othecellent than neighbour; let his. neigh» 
;bour be what he will, though the blood 
of Nobles run in his Veins, the righteous 
.is. more excellent than he. ; except fa- 
ving grace be alſo. diffuſed into his 
foul... - 
3- Thirdly, Confider it in its recipient 
-Gejeit, and you will find- its. value ſtill 

b = 


ever finds. true grace in his: ſoul, may 
. (during; the evidence thereof ) -from-it 
ſtrongly conclude ' his eleftion; looking 
. backward ; and his ſalvation looking for- 


PE Wa . 5s Ja - 2 - = 4- 3 
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to increaſe: for theprecious oyle of ſaving 


grace is never poured into any'other than 
anele# veſſel. 10H 498 Fr pt UA gn 
| Hence faith; one branch of ſanQifica- 


tion, is with reſpect to its fabje&, tiled 


the faith of Gods eleft, Tit. 1.'1. Whoſo- 


ward, Rom. 8-30.. It marks and ſeals the 
perſon. in whom it is for glory. God hath 


ſet apart him that is godly fer himſelf, 


PAL 4. 3. « 9 Re. 
. 4+ Fourthly, View the precious. worth . 
of grace in its excellent efetis. and \mfhv- - 


-ences. upon the ſoul, in - which: ig in-* 


heres. 
( 1.) It adornes it with incomparable- 


ornaments, which are of great price in 


the ſight of God, x-Per.-3. 4- yea it 'Te- 
flects fuch beams of glory in the ſonlwhere 
its ſeat is,, That Chrift himſelf the Au 
thor, is alſo the Admirer of it, Cant. 
4+ 9+ Thou haſt raviſhed my heart, my ſifter,, 
my ſpouſe > thou haſt raviſhed my hears, 
"with one of thine eyes, with-one of the chains 
& chyneck, And as one overcome-with ' 
us excelling beauty, he faith, Tarn away 
: | thine 


The voveladble' worth 
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_ Cant.16-'F 

(2-) It em and cnohes a wans 
Spirit beyond-all other pritciplesin'man. 
Ir ſets — heant and affections upon Hea- 
Fen, and [takes them up with the glory 
of the inviſible world, Phi. 3, 20. But our 
Converſation 45 11. Heaven, from whence we 
dook.for 41 Saviour. ' Whileft others are 
trading ifor corn, and wine ; for ſheep, 
and Oxen; for feathers, -and "trifles ; the 


gracions ſoul is trading with God for 


Pardon, and peace . for righteonſneſs, 
and life ; for glory and immortality. 
Fray our fellowſhip 5s: with the, father," and 
with his:Son Chriſt. Feſpes, 1 Joh.. 3.3. 2 
(3-) it dothnot only raiſethe ſpirit by 
converſing with God, and things above; 
but Transferms he ſoul, -by that con- 
verſe, into the likeneſs of thoſe heavenly 
objects 4t converſeth with. I changeth 
them #nto the ſame image, 2:Cor. 3.18. 10 
that -thoygh -the ſandtified man ſtill re- 
mains, the why -he was, 'yet nat the.what 
he-was before, the very temper of his {pi 
rit 4s altered. 
(4-9. It doth not only transform. the 
ſoul in which it. 1s, but preſerves the ſab- 
golE-1 in- which. it is : it is-a. ſiogular pze- 
ſervai us: 


thine oper from mes fer they have overcont 


hed me ESE IT > if 0,” TW ARS, 


be @ake fe to Nithes ooy fin. be 
_ ſtill, and works in them Jill ; ye 
f cmnot prevailin them-Hill,. tofutfil the 
\hiſts-of it, as it was wont*to do; "Gab. 
Sin conceives, "but cannot-bring 
Hr rr modens "this gives'iC rmit- 
womb. | 
5:) It doth not only prefirve it ion 
Py bat Grace eftablifhech. the ſoul inwhom 
it is, far beyond , any: other: Arguments 
without ; 3 - or any other privciples within 
2'tnan..” "Je i a, good thing that the htart be 
et ablifted with "race, Ak g: This is 
that which ' the Apoſtle: calls onr $01. 
fedfaſtnef”; 'or ' that” ballaſt 'we  bave 
within our ſelves. 3, which: Keeps, us "tite 
and ftable. Othe excallencies'of grace? 
(6. ) To conclude, it is the- root of 
all that precious fruit which we" bring 
forth to God in this' world.” -It is*th 
| . Foot of every gracious word in*onr 45p4, 
and of every gracious work in: -onr hands: 
be. the matter of our gracious" tho! 
never ſo. excellent, the. matter of” 
heavenly diſcoitrſts and prayers never 


Feet; ftill grace 15the root of the ; wat- 
tr; Fob Ig. 28. O then Wig ey 
Qing is graces. pain 


me 


$4. 4 


v5 rift 


- will > diſcover its tranſcendent 
excellencies :; the, richelt Epitheres are no 
rboles here, , we. ſpeak. not - beyond 
Fagh yalye .of ocibeg. we call it ſuperna- 
Jral .erace,: for 10.itis: * It comes down 
rom above, Tree the father of lights ; 
James 1.17. nature can never be impro- 
vedto that height, how much ſoever its 
"Admirers boalt. of it :. nor-do we ſtrain 
too high, when we call it. zmportal. grace; 
for ſa God eb made it.; this is that wa- 
ter which, {| © y74 »]\ in the ſanCtified foul 
into eternal. fe, John 4. 14. It will not 
dye:when thoudyeſt, but aſcend with the 
foul from which it is inſeparable ; and 
be ſwallowed up with it into glory, Row. 
-8. 10... you may out-live your friends, you 
may:out-live yout Eſtates, you may out- 
live. your gifts. , but. you can't out-live 
your graces. 
Shall Liay it is_the moſt ſweet and com- 
fre thing that ever the ſoul was ac- 
with in this world, next Teſs 
Chriſt, the Author and fountain ow"; it? 
nk if I fo ſpeak, I have as. many wit- 
neſles to atteſt it, as there be gracious 
Touls inthe world : nothing is. more co 


forzable than grace, except Chriſt, aiid 


5 


"It el 


5- Fifthly, View. it in. its ts properties, and ' | 


— 


yet without grace.no ſoul can fee, the 
comforts of Chriſt, jn' the troubles.o 


erin the fraits of death; this-is a Le 


6bf comfort. 

6. Sixthly, Conſiderit inits dy/cnyand 
feape ; and you will {till diſcern. more and 
more- of its precious. excellency. : fog 
what is the aime and end of God in the 
infuſions and improvements.of- grace, but 
foattemper and. mould. qur ſpirits by its 


into a meetneſs and-fitneſs. for the. enjoy- 


ment of oy in the world to-come.? 


Col.. 1.. 12. giving thanks to. the Father, . 


who hath #46 meet to be. partakers of the 
mheritance of the Saints tw bets 5 pats Lou 
this with 2 Cor. 5. 5.. now: he that, hath. 
oe * for the, teff ſane thing, 5s 

O bleſſed deſign ! how. precious mult 
that- work ' be, which is wrought for” ſa 
high and gtorious a purpoſe as this is! 
no work more excdllent, ns-,cnd mare 


le. 

Va. "&venthly, Confider Grd modus and 
any both principal, atid ſubordinate, 
epioyed 1 in were work: many bleſſed in- jog 

PENS 2 e ſet on work. to beg 

ſrre,and prove it in on 


>. 
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18f ſaving greece. 
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nowiſe'manwill i &for 5 baſe and worth? 
kk metal, with golden 'martocks..” The 
bloodi of Chrift was thet to: procute' Fes 


b. 13, 12. . 
i The fir% of Gdis, "Ft forth; to form 
and cteate'it- 5 for” it is his own. work- 
come Ephiſ. "x his fruit, "Gal, 

LL, 

” The Ordina yees and Officer of the Ge 
ſet were nr firſt inſtituted, and'eyer 

contighed 'in the'Ch &, for this 

works Jake,” fohy U7e.17; 1d Eph: 4+ i}.2s 
it's the fruit of Cliriſts blood: ; yea, ai 
ithath coft the ſweat and: hlood. of A | 
diffi penſers of the Goſpel too. © *. 1. 

Nay, all the. works of. Providence,” TY 7 
this xray , and aim at thi thing; Kon, 
8.28. What is. the &erray at .ail, Gods 
rods, buvro make vs. partakers of his " 
ante? "Heb. 1.2. 10. 


The high vale that: 
M- hi Fight Gol ſts. pon. Brace, ns : 
hes be an a I OTA 4 indeed : # Fs 
eat... Þrigeais bis = 3.4, no fer 
VICE, Ti Arce trations. with ©.1 but. 
what isperforred by grace ; none but ſan- 
} veſſels, are meet for the maſters. 
Th end of the. _ Commandment 6s Che, 
Wk 4pire beart, 1 Tilt: 1.55." 
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con if funny gedees-- BY 

nichn : 
with han; thought « o'S 
aiithhauy finfub weakteies and infirmis - 
ties.) Hibs 11. 344325 W'Godfo prizeity 
well niay: 'we * he? = — 

beſtuntiertunds —_— ay; of 
o. Ninth 27 bei R/ypectutis Ros 
bin core "0vet theprofaſling worlds 
hew! what a moſt>prodioas arid deſitable 
thing it is: if there were not ſome ſis 
gular glory in it, why doth every one 
coyet to be reputed gracions ? nay the 
Devil himſelf baits many of his ao of 
with: a ſheyrol g 
knows fin hath no native! 
own, to entice ; and therefore he bor- 


xows the paint and pretence of holineſs, 


apy it ;; but poſed wick _— = 
Hypoevitt be: at. 
=—x heanfwer. it when Godrihdll-@e: 
minds 975 + 03591 el 177 

If grace: wese' evil, daft thou " 
ate.” the name and hy die of it? 
And if it were , why didft thou i 
tizfie: thy:ſelf- with the empty -- -namne- aud 
fladow of it: only 2-2-0153 2571 4250 Þitf 
; 10. Tenthly; To.condlutde;}The!mwromm 
prableefteom that all gobd'mew havefor'it, 
hes 1 it to bea thing of ineſtimable price. 
Grace 


ficions ad fo 


Toys and:{forrows, b Send Fears: in this 


world, are taken upapout it; by all which 


it appears: that:its'price is above Rubzes 3 
andcall the gold and filver /in the world 
are:;but dung: and: Te Wn NE ERR 


vanmioSe: *Oft F153 
"—_ SECT: 41-1 o: 7 ! 
(prong Be Kor ape veer Fe | 
TIP OY of MG? ot e072 
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ks ſaving: gtace iamnore:. ., precious than 


gold?, ter! them: thaw buve it; blef: (God: fort 
i, and not. boaſt : mens hearts are a3 :ape 
to puff upand {well with fpirituah, as with. 


material gald : it's hard to be an; owner 


of -much 'of this go/d,-and-not be lifted. 
VP: __— It-.; To keep' dawn thy heart; 


and preſerve thine eyes frombeing dazels 
; ed.with; theſe 'thy;gracioys excellencies; 


itwill be needful for thee Cluiilian fome- | 


times to conlider, . | 
That. 


-:Theit: pre 


wa A, has 


| 


| grace,/-and' hath moſt: cauſe;'to queſti 
| ture of grace to humble, - A and 


/ 
# 
A 


| rhe precio of ride? c ”» 
{That although Grace "be: ohe of rhe- 
moſt excellent things that- ever God crea? 
ted, yet it is bue 4 Creature, A dependent 


thin _2 1 Cor. 5. 17s - 
ea, it isnot only a Creature, but a 


very imperfect creature Kon: TE KEY: foul 3 
labouring under':many es, Phi: 
N 12: -and ſol ; "ready to : dyes). 


Rev.'3 2. | 37 - 
. Though it can. to many things for 
you, yet it: cannot” Jultihe-you: 
God 5 you era make - —_ of :igi 
to cover: your guilt, :nor. digni-> 
ty of-it at Gods bar. yrodh mnatmmgrna as | 
Tis not your 5»herent,; but. Chriltsz 
righteouſnef mult do that for you z, though 
"I ry reſpetts it bewery neceflary. > - - 
Nay, remember”; how:xxcalent ſoever- 
ithe, | t'snotthe native! rowrh and- pro-+ 
tuft of your' hearts ; alÞ-the-grace = 
have is foraign-to your 'Natures ; 
what you have, is received; 1 Cor. 4.7; * np 
And laſtly, remember he that is moſt: 
proud and conceited of his own gracesy 
wiltbe -found-to: be the. owner: oÞ::1eaſti 


whether he have any or: no - 


eppty the ſoul; and it's the ſtrength of 
our . 


_ Pradivat Infeernces from. 
ur Corruptions ——_ bop wn: us 9 
with val COREatts, | 
: | "tier. Ze * | 


os —_ brace: more. excellent thaw 
gold: 2 .mhat cauſe, nave the pooreſt Chriy 
ſans tobe well apich their lot ? T'a 
others God hath £1 [bhmacls portian; 
the fatneſs of the earch; to you Yaacr, 
the graces of . the Covenant : their por 
tioniis paichin braſs, _—_ in ole: —_ 


of you are: ek 
ſnich; and heirs of the Xing 1 which God 
Jam 24 F» what: :1 IS, the duſt 


P D- 


racks earth, to the fruits: of: the fourit# | 


you are troubled that you have 0; more 
of theworld;-it may be4f-youhad-mare 
Fold, you; would | have: tels grace” 7; you 
confider -not ' haty. many.--firg: poor a 
wretched in both worlds; moneyleff, and 

Chriftleſs too: you don't des you are 


near:come to that ſtate, in which: all-your | 


wants: will be. fullyſupplyed3 where you 
ſhall /not need-the-treaſuves gf the earthy 
un ur ;deſires:: ſktigfied -quv:of 

= \ grace and glory. rl 2:50 


Sefnd Jy 


1n the. world, :#10b; im 
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the preciouſueſs of grace. 57 


Infer. y« 


Is ſaving grace gold, yea infinitely more .. * * 
precious than gold ?. cher ſurely. declining - 


(briſftians are great loſers, and have cauſe 
tobe: great mourners. © The remiſſion of 
the leaſt degree of grace, is more to: be 
lamented than the loſs of the greateſt 
ſumm of gold. AER 
Thongh the habits af grace be not 
loſt ; yet the A#-s of grace may be ſuſpend- 
ed, 2Sam. 12.31. The degrees of grace 


may be remitted, Rev. 3. 3- The evidences 
of grace may be clouded , and conſrquently - 
the.Comforts of grace may be fuſperided, : 

Ia. 50.10. and the leaſt of theſe 1s ſuch 
alols, as all the treaſures of theearth can- 
not repair; well therefore. may. declined 
Chriſtians challenge the firſt place-among 
all the mourners in the world, : 1 


Infer. 4 ' ©. is 
11s grace ſo: invaluably precioig? hw 


. . 


(Oar &2 ought the ordinances of Goll'ts | 


mw % 


et0-0ur ſouls, by which grate ##:firſ{' commrntel 
neated, and afterwards impraved in-oub. 
ouls ; Thg law of- thymonth 15 petror untg ne 

| D ny 


< = ,— So , 


$3 -Praflical puferences from = 
than thouſands of gold and ſilver, Pſal. 
119.72. and good reafon, whileſt it im- 


| parts, and improves that to which gold and 
fliver is butqroſsand dung. 


None but thoſe that value not grace, | 


will ever flight the means, or deſpiſe and in- 
jure the s s thereof. It's a fad figjt 
of 2 graceteſs world, when theſe preciong 
things fall under comtemptsand (hghts. - 


Toufer. Jo 


if um be fo pion, bs watchful 
fad prnagy* s be w#t the aayes 0 
Kmpatien?! the Ce enters 
rob yon ef your treaſure : when Cu-prurſer 
+» m0rey—=s fied 2s tends, 
to your purſes. How many brave 
Chriſtians have we read and heard of; 
have rather choſen topart with theit 
s, than with their graces, who have 
roſes unto blood, ftrrving againſt ſm? 
b. 12. 4. | | 
O Chriftians, you live in a cheating age, 
many feeming Chriſtians have all, 
and many rea! Chriſtians have loſt puch, 
io'much,-that they are like to ſee but lit- 


tlecomfort in this world : who are lik } 


w go mourging to'the grave —— 
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3be precionfueſr of grace. 59 
Lanentation; Job 29. 2 3. O that o were 
omni coora.s ol 


Iefers'6 


worth in ſaving 'zrace'? oben beſt God > 
and: diligently 'wſe Fo —— mere 
dmprove it 51 onls. Tt 
ciouſnels, wit for alhlncls, and bar 
not be laid up in a : that's a fin 
Orr 'of that P«- 
rable, Match, 2.5. 4 1, We: 
\ Miri nds ave not the fame 
myprovement,” but mule 
improve it according” to-the advan 
they have, in order to an account. 
frved Chriſtians 'who-live too abſtradted 
fom the Society and Communion of 
others, and ' diſperſe not- their ſtreams 
adtoad to the benefit of othery; ror im- 
 rng-\ge-fowt= others/for OWN 
are wanting 'both to their own 
duty, and Comfort: See you's man rich 
In grace 5/0. trade with him if you can, 
to1mprove your ſelves by him ; and the 


_ Lathex, becauſe you know not how ſoon. 


dents may ſnatch him from you, and 
with him all his i grace is Fom 


from-you too, except what you made.yout 
own whileſt you conyerſed with him :-but 
alas, alas! inſtead of holy profitable ſoul- 
improving communion, ; ſome are ſullenly 
reſerved; ſome are negligent and lazy; 
Jome are litigious and wrangling; more 
apt to, draw forth the droſfs, than. the 
:gold.;. I mean the ' corryptions,... than 
graces:of others. And how few there be 
that drive aprofitable- trade: for increaſe 
of Brace, is fad to conſider. Cod 20) 
_  Andas grate is not-improved by com- 
munion with we, ſo I. doubt, moſt Chri- 
Itians thrive byt little;in their communi- 
.onwith;Ged :. we are tos feldom in. Our 
loſers, too little upon our kxees, and: when 
we are there, we gain but little, we come 
'not off ſuch gainers by duty as we might. 
O Chriſtians, think when you are hearing, 

and praying, I am now trading; with Hee 

_ .ven for that; whicty//is: infinitely | bettsr 
.than. gold... God' is rich to all- that-call 
upon him, what a treaſyremay I get this 

. hour, if. the fault be not.in my own heart? 

_ And.thus of the ſecond obſeryation.-. 
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Grace under tryalin this life,” 6t 


CHAP. Tv. 


piereis the third Do@rine, being 43 
main ſubject of this Treatiſe « open- 
e& andthe method US he Priele 4 * 
. 1ca8rſe ſlated, [DIBTR 173 ; 
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Dot. ze 
That only is is to be accounied true Prace which: - 


# able to endure all thoſe tryals Appoine 4 
or permitted for the. djcaueny of Sr 


SECT. I, ig 


H E moſt wiſe God hath ſeen 
.1tfit to.ſet all his people in a 
ſtate of tryal in this world. 

A. Firſt, he: yes; iand\ then the 
Qonik them, James 1.:12. Bleſſed w' the: 
maz that endureth temptation, awtiggauby 
(1.e. ) probation or tryal ] for when he : 
is: meds: be ſhall receive” es. 'Crbien 

EE 
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No man can ſay what he is, whether 
his graces be true or falſe, till they be try- 
ed and examined by thoſe things which 
are to them as-fire isto-gold:-, Theſe ſelf. 
deceivers in the Text, thought they had 
grace; yea they thonght. they had been 
rich in grace ; but it proved no bettet 
than drop -and therefore Chriſt here conn- 
fels them to- buy of _—_ tryed i= the 
fre, (1. e. ) true grace indeeyd, which ap- 
pears to be ſo upan the various. proofs 
and examinations of itsfincerity which are 
_ tobemade in this world, as well as in the 
great ſolemntryalit muſt come to in the 
- workd to come. ETTSN 

The . Scriptures ſpeak of a twofeld 
tryal, 52. 


Opinions 


A eyatof meg an@ : 


2. Firſt, The operons ous and Judpge- 
ments of men -are- tryed as by firey 
in which ſenſe we are to underſtand: 
that place, 1 Cor. 3. 12, 13- Now 5f avy) 
an build upon the. 00 ſver;: 
precious ſtones ; wood, bay, ſtubble - every! 
#14775 work ſhall be mate manifeſt, for - 


' a was 


a. > myoeÞÞoeoee re _—cfrz. wow ioo«.ac +. 4 


T: Gract#nder tryulix thickife; 63 
| day ſhall devlare it, becauſe it ſhall be re- 
uealed by fire, and the fire ſhall try every 


mans work of whas ſors #t 15. ) | 
This rexe ſpeaks of ſuch perſons as 
hold the foundation of Chriſtianity, but 
yet ſyuperſtructed ſuch doQtrines and pra- 
ices, as were no more able to endure the 
TIryal, than bay, wood, 
or ſtubble can endure Dun probantwr tots Fn 
the fire. Snch a per. fumum abtunt. 
ſon hereby brings .him-. ae] 
ſelf into danger, and though the Ao 
-will not deny the poſſibz{ity, yet he allerts 
the &fficulty of his fal- 2 ISIS 
ration 2 fe ſhall be 29 te Judi nol 
ſaved, yer ſo au byfire, +zir.: Chryſoſt. 
(ke. ) as a man 1s ſa- | - 
ved by leaping out of his houfe at mid- 
night when it ts all-on fire about his ears: 
for ſo that phraſe imports, .Amos 4. 1+. 
and Jude 23. glad to eſcape naked, and 
with the loſs of his goods, blefling 
God he hath his life for .a prey : as 
little regard ſhall ſuch have to their er- 
Toneous notions, and unſcriptural opint- 
ens at laſt. W 
2. Secondly, The graces of 'men are 
brought to the teſt as well as their opini- 
. ons. Tryal will __ of their hex), 
EM 4 | as 


woes > was 
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64 Grace under trial in this life; 
as well as of their heads; and upon. this 
tryal the everlaſting ſafery and happineſs 
of the perſon depends : if a mans opinions 
be ſome of them found hay or ſtubble, yet | 
ſo long as he holds the head, and 1s right 
in the foundation, he may be ſaved; but 
if a mans ſuppoſed graces be found fo, 
all the world cannot ſave him : there 1s 
no way of eſcape if he finally deceive him- 
ſelf herein : and of this tryal of Graces 
my text ſpeaks: Sincere Grace 1s Gold 
tryed by fire. | has 

There is a twofold tryal of grace, 
Active, and Paſlive. ; 
_ Firſt, an Ae tryal of it, in which we 
try it our ſelyes, 2 Cor. 13. 5.. Examine 
your ſelves, prove your ſelves : (1. EC.) mea- 
ſure your ' hearss, duties and graces by 
the rule of the word ; ſee how they an- 

{wer to that rule, bring your hearts and 
the word together by folemn ſelf-exami- 
nation: confer with your reins, and colt 
-mune with your own hearts. : _, . '- 

Secondly, A Paſſive tryal of it: whe- 
ther we try it or no, God will try it, he 
will bring our gold to the touchſtone, and 
tothe fire. Thou O Lord kxoweſt me, thou 
- baft ſeen me and tryed mine heart toward 

thee, ſaith the Prophet, Fer. 12. 3. 

| >: yometimes 


%. 
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' Sometimes [he tryes the 'ſterizth:! .and 
ability of -his ſervants graces; -and this he: 
tryed Abraham, Heb. 11. 17. ant Jome- 
times he tryes the ſorrdnefs and: ſmcerity of 
our graces:: ſothe-Epheſian Angel was try- 
ed, and found droſs, Rev. 2-:2;.; And: for 
Fbwas tryed and founid tra: gold, . Fob 
23. 10. Theſe tryals;are:nat-made- by! 
God'for his* own - information;”:for:he 
knows what 1$1n man, his eyes pierce his 
heart and reins; but for our information, 
which is the true ſenſe of Deur. 8. 2. Thox 


thy God led thee thefe forty" years Wt the: wils 
dernefs, to humble thee ; and t prove thee ;; 
to know what was in' thy heart; (i-e.):t0 
make thee know it, by giving thee fuich 
experimentsand tryals of it .in thoſe wil- 
derneſs traits and: difficulties. 5: +7. 7 


Grate under tryal in'this life. 65 


ſhalt remember all the way which the Lord © 


And'thelſe areithe tryals of-gra INT es | 


here tofpeak of, not excluding-the 4Hive 


tryals made by our ſelves; no, no, all 
theſe tryals. made by God upon us are de- 
fgned. ro. put us upon the tryal of our 
elves : when God tryes, we. ſhould try 
too. MINI 5 16 vw 1 

'Now the method-into which I ſhallcaſt 


this diſcourſe, ſha!l be to ſhew you, 


D J 1: Firlt, 
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65 Of the ſever al kinds | 
- 's. Firſt, What thoſe things are which 
zry the ſincerity of our graces, as fire 
2- Secondly, For what ends doth God 
pat the graces of his people upon ſuch 
myals in thisworld. - 
«. 3... Thirdly; That fuch grace only is. 
xe ragech Ne NO <P. 
4. Fourthly at: iy; To apply the 
whole, in the Seroonacar it. m_ 


SECT. II. 


«Firſt, YT H 4 T theſe things: are 
y which try: the ſmcerity of 
graces as fire tryes gold. 

Before I enter into particulars, 1t will 
be needful to acquaint you, that the ſub- 
ject. before 'me 1s. full of difficulties, 
There is:need ( as one fpeaks)) of much: 
cautious reſpect to the yarious ſrzes. and 
degrees of growth among Chriſtians, and 
the viciflitudes of their inward: caſe :; elſe 
we may darken and perplex: the: way, int 
Read of clearing it. . » 


The pourtraitture of a Chriſtian is ſuch , 


as none can- draw to .one Afodel, but with: 
zeſpect to the infancy of ſome,. as well as 
the age and /trengrh of. others. £ 

: | reat 


| 


of marks and firms. 67. © 
Great heed alſo qught to be had in the. 
application of marks and ſigns, we ſhould 
* firſttry them, before we'try onr ſelves, DN: 
others by them. Afarks and frens are by: 
fome diſtinguiſhed into exclufrve, meluſives. 
and poſitive : excluſrve marks ſerve to Thut 
out bold pretenders, by;ſhewing thetn how: 
far they come ſhort of a faving, work ot 
grace, and they are commonly.taken-from 
ſome neceſſary common duty, as hearing 
praying, &c. he that doth :;not theſe 
things, cannot have any work of grace 
m him; and yet if he do them,he» cannels 
from thence conclude his; eſtate £0: 
erat he that ſo concludes deceives hum | 
. 4 E254» 

- Ticlaſeve Marks vather diſcover 'the: de 
grees,than the:truth of grace, and iare rd+ 
ther intended - for .comforr, 'thats far: gon- 
vittion : if we find: then ee OT 
do not only find ſincerity, but xmmanry: of 
- grace: they being takenfrom-ſome:railed 

degree and:eminent.acts of grace :in Galt © 

liirmedand:grown-Chriltians,. . 50122 
-, Betwixtthe two former there 1s:aim 
de ſort of -marks, which arecalied -poſes 
marks, and they are ſuch -as are: 
and only found in regenerate ſouls.. The: 
Hypecrite hath them. not, the. grown Chrs- 
ſia: 


68 Of the ſeveral kinds &c. 
ſtian 'hath them, and that in an eminent 
degree, the pooreſt Chriſtian hath them in 
a lower but faving degree : great care 
muſt be taken in the application of them: 


” o * os oy 


prejudiced by finding the experiences of 
ethinent Chriſtians propoſed as rules to. 
meaſure their ſincerity by. Alas ! theſe 
no more fit their ſos, than Sauls Armour. 
did Davids body. | 

' Theſe things being preniſed, and a 
due carecarried along with us through this 
diſcourſe; I ſhall next come to the par- 
ticulars, and ſhew you what thoſe things 
are which diſcover the ſtate and tempers 
of. our ſouls. And though it be true, that 
there 1s no condition we are in, no pro» 
yidence that:befalls us, bur it takes ſome 
proof,. and makes ſome diſcovery of our 
hearts :'Fyet to limit this difcourſe, and 
fall into'particulars as ſoon as we can, 1 
ſhall ſhew what T7yals are made of our 
graces in this world, by our proſperity, and 
our adverſity, by our. corruptions. and our 
anties': and laſtly by our ſufferings upon 
ehe ſcore andaccount of Religion. 


SECT. 


Proſperity a great Tryal &c. 69 
SECT. IL. 


irſt, Proſperity, Succeſs, and the in- 
F creaſe of outward enjoyments are'to. 
grace what fire is to gold. Riches and 
honours make tryal what weare, and by 


theſe things many a falſe heart hath beer © | 


. detected, as well as the ſincerity and emi- 
nency of others graces difcovered : we. 
may fancy the fire of proſperity to be ra- 
ther for comfore than rryal; to refreſh. us 
rather than to preve us; but you will fin& 
proſperity to be a great diſcovery; and 
that ſcarce any thing proves the truth and. 
ſtrength of mens graces, and corruptions 
more than it doth : Rara virtm eft bumili- 
tas honorata, ſaith Bernard, to find 'hnmi- 
tity with honour 1s to find a Phenix; .let 
an obſcure perſon be lifted up tohonout, 
and how ſteady and - welcompoſed fo- -- 
everhe was before, it's a thouſand ta one 
but hiseyes will dazle | __ 
and his headrun roun> Magiftratus. indicat. 
when he.is upon the wiamm to 
lotty pinacle of praiſe®**© + 2 ee 
and honour: Prov. 27. 21. As the ; ing 
fot Yor ſilver, and the furnace for gbld.; F 
#4 man to his praiſe :- put the beſt gold 
| mto 


To Proſperity agreat Tryal 
into the fonng por of praiſe, and it's 2 
great wonder if a-great deal of droſs do 
not appear. 7a. 39. 2. the vain glory of 
good Hexekiah role like a freth or ſcuny 
upon the por; when heated by proſperity. 
It was ſuch a fining pot to Herod as dif- 
covered him to be drofs it ſelf, 4&s 
12.23. How did that poor worm ſwell 
under that tryal into the conceit of a 
God? and was juſtly deſtroyed by werms, 
becauſe he forgat himfelf to be one : we 
little think what a-ſtrange alteration an 
- exalted eſtate will make upon our ſpirits, 
When the Prophet would abate the vain 
confidence of Hazazl who could: not be- 
heve that ever .he ſhould be turned into: 
ſuch a falvage beaſt as the Propher had 
foretold : he only tells him, The Lord 
hath ſhewsd me thas thou ſhalt be King over 
Syria, 2 King. 8. 13. 'The meaning is, 
don't be too confident Hazel; that thy 
temper anddiſpoſition can never alter to 
that degree, Thou neyer yet fſateſt in a 
Throne ; when men ſee the Crown upon thy 
head, then they will better ſee the true 
temper of thy hearr. | +ibl 
_ How humble was J1{-ae/ in the Wilder- 
nels, tame and tractable ina lean paſture, 
but bring them once into Canaar, and oy 

| ; world. 
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of mens. fiucertty. 7x 
world is ſtrangely altered, then,. we are 
Lords, fay they, we will come no more tinto 
thee, Jer. 2. 24 74.3 b. Profperity is a Criſes 
both-to- grace and corruption. Thence 
is that caution to Iſrael, Deur. 10.11, 12. 
When thou haſt eaten, and art full, Then be- 
ware left thou forget the Lord thy Gow. 
Then beware, that's the .Critical time ; 
furely that man muſt be acknowledged 
rich; very rich: in grace, whoſe grace 1uf- 
fers no diminution or eclipſe by hisriches;. 
and that man deſerves double -honour, 
whoſe pride the honours. of this work 
cannot provoke and inflame. .. __ 
It was a fad truth from the ok a pt- 
ons divine in Germany. upon his death- 
bed ; being ſomewhat diſconſolate by re- 
fle&ing upon, the barrenneſs of his life : 
ſome friends took thence an occaſion to- 
commend -him, and-mind hint of his pain- 
ful Miniſtry, and. fruieful life among. 


them; but he cryed out, auferte-1gnem, ad- 


luc enim paleas habeo 5, withdraw- the fire, 


for I have chaff 1n-me;,, meaning that he. 


his ambitzon like chaff catching fire 


Fon the ſparkles of their praiſes: like 
unto which was the ſaying of another, He- 
that praiſeth. me, wounds. me. | 


Biit- 


Fa 72 proerinys y; Frm 2/4 
'But'to deſcetid into the : > 1p dif: 
coveries that Þroſpetity and honour make 
of the want of Bice in ' {6me, and of 
the' weakyef of grace in'others ; I will 
mew you "what | ſy-ptomes of Hypocriſic 
| upon ſome men under the Tryals 
of proſperity, and what ſigns of grace 

nad in others under the ſame tryat." 


PER IELO Tf: 


Roſperity diſcovers many fad ſym- 
pr of a naughty” heart, ' and 
hers theſe are ordinarily moſt 


F-auh #4 SS It caſts the 'hearts' of ſore 
men into a deep oblivion of God, and makes 
them. ha alide all care of duty: rare fa 
mart ft Ara.” Phe Altars of rich 
prof roo Tmoke, Denr. 32. 14; 14; 15. 
Teſwr#n Tucked honey | out of the Tock, 
ear the fat of Lambs, and kidneys of 
| wheat ; Sur what was the effect of this? 
he kicked, and forſook God which made 
him, and lightly eſteemed the rock of his 
fa vation; inſtead of Tifting'np their heave; 
inan humble'thankful acknowledgment of 
Gods bounty, they lifted up the heel in 


a. wanton abuſe of his mercy : in the 
| fatteſt 


Fig 


fatteſt carth we find the moſt ſlippery. 
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of mens ſincerity. 17 


- Hethat is truly gracious may in pro- 
ſperity remit ſome' degrees, but a Carnal 
heart" there - loſeth all that which' in a 
low condition he ſeemed to have. Agurs 
deprecation as to himſelf, no doubt was 
built upon his frequent obſervation how. it 
was with others, Prov. 3o. 8, 0. Left 'F 
be full; and denyGod. It's Taid in Ecclef. 
5-12. That the abundaxce of the rich will 
not ſuffer him to ſleep, and I wiſh that were 
the worſt injury it did him; but alas, it 
will not ſuffer hina to pray, to meattate, to 
allow time and thoughts about his eter- 
nal.concernments ; he falls afleep inthe. 
lapof profperity, and forgets that there 
4 Godto be ſerved, or a ſonl to be ſaved. 
Q this is a dangerous {ymptome of a very 
greceleſs heart. | Bod 

. 2. Secondly, Proſperity meeting with a 
graceleſs heart, makes 1t wholly ſenſual, 
and entirely fwallows up- its' thoughts. 
and affections : Earthly things tranſ 
form. and mold their hearts into their 
own fimilitude - 'and ' nature | : the 


whole ſtrength of their ſouls goes out to . 


thoſe - enjoyments: - So thoſe graceleſs, *' 
yet proſperous perſons are c_ 4 | 


Tg Proſperity apreat Tryal 
Job 21. 11, 12, 13+ They take the Twobrel 
and Harp, and rejoyce at the ſound of the 
Organ; they fpend their dayes 5n wealth ; 
they take the Twwbrel, not the Bible. They 
r&joyre at the ſonnd of the Organ, not a 
word of their rejoycing in God. They, 
fend fer their little ones m- the dance. 
That i$ all the Catechiſm they are tanght. 
They fpend their dayes 514 wealth. Their 
whole time, that precious ſtock and Ta. 
lent is wholly laid out upon theſe ſenſitive | 
things: either the pleaſure of it power-. 
fully charms them, or the cares of it 
wholly engroſs their minds; that there is 
no time to ſpare for God, They lve in 
(4 gl upon earth, as it is James 5. 5, 
as the fiſh lives in the water its 
per element : take him off from theſe 
things, and put him upon ſpiritual ſeri- 
ous heavenly Ty. yan and he 1s 
—_ Like a fiſh upon the dry 


.,Now proſperity may too much 
influence, and caſnare the minds of you 
men,.and eſtrange them too much fron 
Heavenly things 3 yet thus to engrofs 
their hearts, and convert them ito 
their own ſimilitude and nature, fo that 
theſe things ſhould be the Centre " their 

| carts, 
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him that never 


'- if mens. fincerety.  J3 © 
hearts; the very proper clement in which 
they live, is utterly impoſſidle. 

Hypocrite indeed may be brought 
to' this, becauſe though Jamw like - he 
have two faces, yet. he really hath but 
one: principle 3 and that is wholly 'car- 
nal and earthly : ſo: that it's eafie to 
make all the water to run in one cha» 
nel;to. gather: all into one entire Tream 
in which his heart ſhall porr out all its 
ſtrength to the Creature. | 
. But a Chriſtian indeed hath 'a double 
principle that a&ts him: though hehave 
a law :of fin, that moves him one way; 
yet there is in him alſo the Law of . 
grace, _ thwarts and — 
principle of corruption :; nat 28 
grace cannot do what. it would, be- 
canſe of ſm ; ſo neither can fin do -- 
what it would, becauſe of grace, Gal. 


$+ 17. | 
: The heart of a Chriftian-in the midſt 
of cn{faring ſenfitive enjoyments finds in- 
deed ia corrupt - principle in it, which 
would incline him to fall affeep upon ſuch 
a ſoft pillow ; aud forget God and du- 
ty: butt cannot; 'Oh no, it cannot ide 
lo, there's a principle 'of | grace withuy 

\ onging, diſtrebs 


ings 


76 Proſperity agreet Tryal 
ing, and. calling upon” him, till he rife 
andreturn to his God the true relt of his 
oul.” gig 2nift 0211005714 ifs 
>, 3... Thirdly, A falſe pretender to Re: 
igion; am'Hypocritical Profeſſour mecting 
a. and fucceſs, grows alto» 
ether -unconcerned about the intereſt of 

eligion, and ſenſeleſs of: the calamities 
of Gods people.” Thusthe Prophet con: 
vinces the Jews of their hypocriſie, Amos 
6.1, 25 39 4, 5, 6- They were -at eaſe mn 
: Zion, and truſted in the Mountain of Sa- 
maria; and fo having a ſhadow of Reli: 
gion, and a fulneſs of all earthy things, 
they fell to feaſting and ſporting : they 
drank wine in bowles, and anointed them- 
ſelves with the chief oyntment, but were ' not 
grieved for the afflittion of Joſeph : they 
- condoled nvt -Gralſheber over the break- 
ings or teaming to pieces of Foſeph ;, they 
are out. of danger once, let the Church 
ſhift for'-it ſelf; they, are: ſecure in a 
warn fieſt; let the birds :of prey catdy 
and deyour: that. flock with which they 
ſometimes affociated, they are not toucht 
with it. ' 4ſes could not do ſo -though 
inthe greateſt ſecurity, and confluence 
of the honours and- pleaſures : of Exypts | 
Acts 7. 23. Nehemiah could: not do 1o; 

; though | 
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" of mens fincerity. ME. 
though .. the: ſervant: and favourite; of a 
mighty Xdonarch, and wanted nothing to 
dm him : outwardly /happy.: 'Yet. the 
ures. of a © Kengs: Court could: not 
cheer his heart, or ſcatter the. clouds of 
forrow from his Countepance, ; whileſt 
his brethren were in affiiftion;: and the 
City: of his God'lay waſte,: Nehem. 3:1, 
23> nor. indeed ican any:gracions- heart 
be unconcerned and ſenſeleſs ; for that 
Union that all the Sa5zts have with Chrsſt 
their -head, and: with: one another as fel- 
low. members 1n Chriſt,., will beet 'fam- 
pethy.. among ' them. in- their; ſulferings; 
1 Cor. 12. 26. ob et S473 RA © 


SECT. -V. ſet 


|» pen the fire:of proſperity: diſco- 
4.3 vers this, and much mare droſs .in'a 
graceleſs - heart ;iſo it diſcoyers. the fin- 
city and grace of Gods:people. I fay 
not that it diſcovers: nothing but / grace 
1 them. , O-that. it didinot 1: alas t: mia- 
ny. of them.have had a great deal of droſs 
and corruption diſcovered:.by-it; -as: was 
noted before: but: yet in''this':;Fryal, the 


_ gaciouſneſs and. -uprightneſs_ of: their 


hearts 


Ty Proſperity s 4 xreas Tryal 
hearts will appear in theſe and fuch liks 
wo of 7: 
7, Firſt, Under proſperity, ſucceſs and 
honour, the upright heart will labour: v9 
nt and > ms keep it {elf lowly 
{tall Danica grace thers 
is, the more. humility there will be./ -If 
| God lift him up, ke- will lay himſelf low, 
and exalt his God high. So: did: Xuceb 
when God had raiſed and enlarged h 
Gen. 32. 10. 1 am not of the 
: or the mercies, and of all the truth which 
ſhewed nato thy ſervant, for. with 
Ipaſſed over the Fordes, and naw'l 
am _ two bands. 

Great was the difference in Facebs ont: 
ward condition at his return, from whatit 
was at his firſt # mp. over Jordan : then 
your) now ri then ſingle and com- 

ortleſs, now the head'of a preat family. 
Yea, butt | his' outward eftate was 
altered, the e of his heart was not 
altered. Facob was an holy and humble 
man when he went out, and fo. he was 
when he returned : he  ſaw'a-multitude of 
mercies about: him,..and among them alh 
not oge but was greater than himfelf, - - 
# I dare not tay every Chriſtian undet 


proſperity can at all times manifeſt like 


humility 
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 _ A, WD DD CCR. , 0 | CRORY, OW, TW A, COS mos 


of mens ſincerity: © #9 
bamility ; but I am ſire what pride and 


dever may rYe 1 in a hears * 
wpeby proſper - there's that within 
him, will give <-to it: he bo 


faſfer ſuch nds thoughts to lody 

etlyin his heart: for alas he WY Thar in 

himfelf, and that. in his Gad' that will 

abafe him, grace wilt make him look, back. 

fo his erigmal condition, and fay with 4 
fathers houſe; that thou beſt brag ht 

Foy 2 Sam. 7. 18. 

It wilt make himlook in, and fee the 
baſeneſs of his own heart, and the Cor- 
ruptions. that are there, and admire at 
the Dealings of God with fo vile a Crea- 
ture. O thinks he, if others did but 
know what I know of my ſelf, they would 


abhor me more than now they efteem ang 


yaloe me. 
2. Secondly, Profperiry uſually draws 
forth the Saints love to the God of their 


mercies : that which heats a wicked mans 


ltr, warms a gracious mans heart with 

love and delight in God. 

' Theſe Were the words of that. lovely 

ſong which Davidſangin the day that tha 

Lord delivered him 3 of the hand of all 

bis enemies , and from the hand of _ 
an 


Ho Propperity 4 great. Tryal 
and he- faid, -7_ will. love thee O Lord my 
ſtrength ;, Pſalm 18. Title and v. 1, comps, 
red.: theſe. outward. things © are. not. the 


main grounds and' motives of their loye | 


to God; no, no, they love him when he 
ut they are ſanCtified inftruments-to-in- 
fametheir love to God : they..boyle up-a 
"wicked mans lus, but they melt-a graciaus 
mans ſoul. O in whata pang of love did 
David go into the preſence of God. yt- 
der the ſenſe of his mercies ?. hss meltin 
mercies ; When he thus poured ont hs 
whoole ſoul in a ſtream of love to his God, 
2 Sam. 1g, 20. Isthis the manner of men, 
O Lord God! and what can David ſay mare 
unto thee) an expreſſion that turns up the 
very bottom of his heart. now” 
3. Thirdly, Proferity and comfortable 
providences: do uſually become caution; 
againſt fin when they .meet with a ſai- 
Ctified ſoul. This is the natural inference 


of a gracious ſoul from them, Hath God | | 


pleaſed me, then hath he obliged me to 
take more care'to pleaſe him. O let me 
not grieve him, that hath comforted me, 
So Ezra 9. 13.. After ſuch a deliverance, 
as this, - ſhould. we again break. thy. Com 


mandments | what! break his Command] 


ment; 


pe away, as well as when he: gives: | 


ets. ao 
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of mens ſincerity. *%* ? 


| ments who hath broken our bonds! God 


forbid. | 
It was an excellent reſolution of a Chri- 


| ftian once, who receiving an eminent 


mercy, at the ſame time he felt himſelf 


| under the power of a ſpecial Corruption; 


Well, (faith he) now will I go forthin 
theftrength of this mercy to-mortifie:and ' * 
fubdue that Corruption. I will not mea- 
ſure every Chriſtian by the eminent work- 
ings of grace in ſome one z; but ſurely ſo 
far 1 may ſafely go, That ſincerity knows 
not how to ſin, becauſe grace hath abonn- 


ded ; any mere than it dare fin, that 


grace may abound. o 

4 Fourthly, A truly gracious ſoul will 
not be ſatisfied with all the proſperity 
and comforts in the world for his porti- 
on. Not thize Lord, but thee is the voice 
of-grace : when providence had been 
more than ordinarily bountiful in out- 


_ ward things to Luther, he began to. be 


afraid of itsmeaning, and earneſtly. pro- 
teſted, God ſhould not put him oft ſo. 
The Lord us my portion, ſaith my ſoul, Lam. 
3-2, 4. and the ſoul can beſt tell what it 
hath made its choice, and whereon if 


| hath beſtowed its chief delights and ex- 
| Peftations, | 


E | An *7 
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An unſound heart will accept thek 
for its portion: if the world be ſure to 
him, and his deſigns fail not there ; he 
can be content to leave God, and ſoul, 
and heaven, and hell at hazard : but 6 
cannot the upright. * Theſe things in 
ſubordination; but neither theſe, nor- any 
- thing under the Sun-in-Compariſon with, 0r 
oppoſition tO God. 
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CHAP. V. 


; 4 

Shewing what probation  Adver ſity 
makes of the ſuncerity or unſoanape[s 

, of our hearts, | 


SECT. I. . 


Fj Hat adverſiry is a farnaceto try 
of -what metal our hearts are, 
none can doubt, that hath ei- 
ther ſtudied the Scriptures, or 

obſerved his own heartunder affliftions. 

When the. droſs and ruſt of Hypocri- 
(Ge and Corruption had almoſt eaten ont 
. the heart of Religion among the Fews 
then ſaith God, will melt' them, and try 
them; for what ſhall I.do for the daughter 
of my people? Jer. 9. 7. here affliction 1s: 
the Furnace, and. the people -are the 
metal caſt into it ; and the end of it is 

Tryal. 1. will melt them and try them ; 

what other .courle. {hall I take with them e 

If Het them alone, rheir Luſts like = 

| E--2 rv 
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ruſt and Canker in metals will eat them 
out. Proſperity multiplyes Profeſlours, 
ard adyerkty brings them to the telt; 
then Hirelings quickly become change. 
lings : the gilded porſhard gliſters till it 
come to ſcouring. The Devil thought 
Fob had been ſuch a one, and - moyes 
that he may be tryed this way ; bein 
*confident he would be found but dr 


mn the tryal, Job 1. 11. But though the 


Furnace of affliction diſcovered ſome 
droſs in him,-{C as it will in+ the beſt of 
men) yet he came forth as gold. | 
' In this Furnace alfo grace is manifeſt 
ed: tis ſaid, Rev. 13. 10. Here « th 
atience and faith of the Saints : (1.6) 
- here is the tryal and diſcovery of it in 
theſe dayes of adveriity. It was a weigh 
ty ſaying of Tertullian to the perſecy 
tors of the Church in his dayes, probat 
| | innocentie noftre., eft in 
Tertul. in Apol. quitas veftra. Your wick 
edneſs is the tryal of our 

innocency. Conftantius the Father « 
Conſtantine made an exploratory decree, 
'that all who wonld not renounce tit 
Chriſtian 'faith ſhould :lofe their place 
of honour and profit ; This preſenth 


ſeparated the drof' fram the gold ; whid 
- wa 
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to.try our graces. © 8 
was his deſign : for many renounced 
Chriſtianity, and thereupon were re- 
nounced by him ; and thoſe that held 
their integrity, were received into fa. 
your. | RE 
'In time-of proſperity hypocriſie lyes 
covered in the heart like nefts in the 
green buſhes but when the Winter of 


 adyerſity hath made them bare, every bo- 


dy may ſee them without ſearching. 
- But to fall. into cloſer particulars, it_ 
will be neceſſary to enquire what” effe&ts- 

of-adverſity are common to both the 
ſound, and the unſound ; and then what. 
are 255 to-either in this, cloſe tryal by 

Adverliity. ns £2 
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T* will be expedient to the Gelign I 
manage 1n this diſcourſe, to ſnew m. 


the firſt place. what are common efiedts 
of adverſity to beth the godly and. un. 
godly, for in. ſome things they differ 
not. but as 1t is with the one, ſo alſo with 
the ther : as, | | 


© 1. Firſt, Both the godly and ungodly. 
' may fear adverſity before it, comes. , Io 
be ſure a wicked man cannot; and it's evi; 


dent many godly men do not come up 
to the height of that rule, James 1. 2, 
To account it all Joy when they fall into di 
vers temptations, Or tryals by adverſity. 
"Tis taid, Ifaiah 33. 14 The ſmners in 
Ston are afraid, trembling ſurprizeth the Hy- 


pocrite. Namely, under the apprehenſion | 


of approaching calamities : and it's true 
alſo, the Sarnts in Sion may be afraid : my 
fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am 
afraid of thy judgements > ſaid holy Da 


vid, Pfal. 119. 120. and Job. 3. 23. The f 


thing which I greatly feared ( faith that 
ypright ſoul) i come upon me : there _ 
UE, V 
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- of the wicked, how- do they reluCtate 


f0.8Y y ONT Braces” 9 I 
vaſt difference betwixt a Saints fiirſtmeet- d 
ing with afflictions, and his parting with 
them-: he entertains them {ometumes 
with trembling, he parts with them re-. 
joycing, ſmiling on them, . and bleſſing, 
them inthe name of the Lord. So that- 
by, this the upright, and the falſe hearr, 
are. not diſcriminated. ; even ſanctified 
nature declines {ufferings-and troubles. _.,, 

- 2. Secondly, Both the godly and un-. 
godly may. entertain. affl;Ctions with, re-., - 
gret and unwillingneſs when they come.: 
aflictions and troubles are wormwood 
and-gall, Lam. 3. 19. and that goes. not. 
down pleaſantly with fleſh and blood. 
Heb. 12.11, No affliction... for the' preſent, 
ſeemeth-jayous, but grievous; . Ne, means to. 
Gods own people. They. are in heavs- 
mf through manifold temptations or try- 2 
als by . the rod : 1 Pet. 1.6. When God, * : 
gives the cup of affliction into, the, hands, 


and loath it ?. how do their ſtomachs riſe. ] 
at.t?-and though the portion of | the. 
Saints cup be much ſweeter than theirs, 
( for that bitter ingredient of Gods vin- 
dictive wrath is not in it) yet even they 
ſhrink from it, .and .loth they. are to 
falte it, | DTS 
_” E 4 3. Thirdly, 


88 Adver ſity a Furnace © 
3. Thirdly, Both the one and other 
may be impatient and fretful in adyerſs. 
ty : it's the yery nature of fleſh and blood 
to beſo. The wicked are like the troubled 
fea which cannot reft, whoſe waters caſt forth 
mire and dart, lia. 57. 20. It's an alluſion 
to the unſtable and ſtormy Ocean - You 
know there 1s naturally an eſtuation, and 
working in the Sea, whether it be incen- 
ſed by the wind or no; but if a violent 
wind blow upon the unquiet Ocear, Oh 
what raging and foaming is there ! what 
abundance of traſh and filth doth it at 
ſach times caſt out! ; 
Now, though grace make a great diffe- 
rence betw1xr one and another, yet I dare 
not ſay, but even a gracious heart may 
be ve uiet and tumultuous in the 
day of affliction. SanCtified ſouls have 
their paſſions and Luſts which are too 
little mortified, even as ſweet. bryar, and 
holy Thiſtles have their. prickles, as well. as 
the worthleſs bramble. Fonah was 1 
good man, yet his foul was fadly diſtem- 
pered by adverſe providences : Jonah 
4- 9. Tea ( faith he, and that to his God) 

IT do well to be angry, even unto death. ; 
4 Fourthly, Both the' one and the 
other may be weary of the rod, and: = 
ec 
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the day of adverſity a tedious day, wiſhr 
ing 1t, Were. Once at an end. Babylon ſhall 
be weary of theevil that God will bring 
upon It, Zer. 51a. and. oh. that none of 
Sions Children. were weary of adverlity 
too! How fad a moan, doth Fob:make of 
his.long continued affliction, Job 16. 6, 7. 
though 1 ſbeaks. my; grief is nat afſnagedy 
and though I farbear, what am. 1 eaſed ? 
but now: he bath;naae me weary. | 
..\Andit you.look into P/al, 6. 3, 6. you 
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\ may ſee another ſtrong Chriſtian even 


tyred in the way of affliction : 24y ſoul- 
(faith David in, that place) ſore. wex- 
ed, lug tho O Lerd: bow long! 1 am weary 
Web my groanmnge i J277 05 a 
-$ Fithly, Both the one and other may 
be driven to. their knees by adverlity. 
Lord in trouble: have they viſited thee, they 
have poured wit 4 prayer when ves hare: . | 
ing was upon them, IA. 26. 16, Not that & 3} 
godly perſon will pray no.longer than the } 
rod is at his back ;; O no, he cannot live 
without prayer long, how few calls ſoe- 
yet he hath to that duty by the rod : 
but when the rod is on his back, he will 

more frequently, and more _ 
upon his knees : indee& many gracelels. 
hearts are like Childrens Tops which will 


20 
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Zo nolonger than they are -whiþt'; they 
cannot find their knees and their tongues, 
till God finda rod to- excite them:' A 
dangerous ſymprome.” The Tame affliftion 
may, put a gracions, and-a graceleſs ſou} 
to their knees; but-though in the exter: 
nal matter of duty, and intheexternalcall 
or occaſion of duty they ſeem-to agree; 
yet is there a vaſt difference *in- the prin- | 

. Ciples, manner, and*ends of - theſe- theip 
dities.; as will evidently/: appear -in its. 
proper place in our following diſcourſe.- 
- But by whathath been faid in this Se: 
on you may ſee how in ſome things the 
holy upright -ſoul-a&ts too-hke-the unfan! 
Ctified, and in other things-how:much 'the 
Hypocrite may aft like a Saint*/-he thay 
be externally humbled, ſo was Ahab - he 
may pray under the rod; zl. 2. 13. yea 
and requeſt others to pray for him, ſo-did 
Simon, ACts 8. 2.4. ho ne 
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þ Ut. though the ſound and unſound 
heart differ not in ſome external car- 
riages under the rod ; yet there are ef- 
fefts of adverſity which are proper to et- 
ther,. and will diſcriminate them. _ To. 
which end. let us firſt ſee what effeCts. ad- 
verlity 1s uſually. followed withall in on- 
ſound and carnal hearts: and we ſhall find 
among other thele five ſympromes of a. 
naughty heart appearing under croſſes and ' 
afflictions.. | 
.1. Firſt, A Graceleſs heart. is not. 
quickly and eaſily brought: to ſee the, 
hand of God in thoſe troubles that befall 
it, and be duly affeted with it. 1a, 26.11.. 


| Lord when thy band lifted up they will.zot. 


ſee: when it hath ſmitten; or. 1s lifted ÞÞ.- 
to ſite, they ſhut their eyes : ”tis the ma-: 


| lice of this man, , or the negligence. of 


that, or the unfaitbfulneſs of 2000Gy. 
that hath brought all this trouble;,u 

me ;. thus the. Creature. is the Hor 1208, 
that, terminates their .ſight,::and. beyond. 
that they uſually ſee nothing : ſometimes; , 
mdeed the hand of God is.ſo immediately - 
manifeſted, and. convincingly. diſcoyered; 
tt. 
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in afflictions, that they cannot ayoid-the | 
light of it; and then: they may (in their 
way ). pour out a prayer before him, but }- 
ordinarily they impute all ro ſecond 
cauſes, and overlook the firſt cauſe of 
their troubles. 

- 2. Secondly, Nor is it ufual with theſe 
men -under the rod to retire inte their 
cloſets, and ſearch their hearts there ;, to 
find out the particular cauſe and proyo- 
cation of their affliction : Nomas repentes 
bim of his wickedneſs, ſaying what have F 
done ? Jer. $8. 6. what curfed thing 1s 
there with me, that hath thus. incenſed: 
theanger of God againſt me ? God vifits 
their 1niquities with affi&:ons, but they: 
viſit not their own hearts by ſelf-examina- 
tlous. God judges them, but they judge 
not themſelves; he ſhews their iniquities 
it@ aclear glaſs, but none ſaith, Whar have' 
F done? This phrate, What have I done? 
is the voice of one that recolletts himſelf 
after a raſh aCtion.; or the yoice of a mar 
aſtoniſhed at' the diſcovery affliftions 
make of his fins, but no ſuch voice 
as this is ordinarily heard among carnal 
men. | 

3. Thirdly, An unſound profeſſour iff 
left to his choice, would rather chuſe fo 
than 
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to thy breaſt ; and ſay avzh or de 


to-try "Our graces. 9% © 


; than «flif50n 3. and ſees moreevil im that, 


than in this. 


++ And it cannot he doubted if we confi- | 


der, the principle by which all unregene-. 
rate men are acted- 1s ſenſe not farh : 
hence Jobs friends would have argued his 
Hypocriſie, Fob 36, 21, and-had their ap- 
phcation been as right as their rule, it 
would have concluded it... . This ( viz. 
Sin) haſt thaw choſen, rather than aff 
Tn. | 
I do not ſay that an upright man can- 
not commit a moral: evil, to eſcape a pe- 
zal evik O that daily obſervation did 
not too-plentifally furniſh us with fad in; 
ſtances of that kind! but. upright ones-do 
pet, dare not upon a ſerious deliberate 
diſcuſſion and debate chuſe ſin, rather than 
afMiftion 5, what they may do upon ſur- 
prifals, and-in the violence of temptation 
sf another nature. «{5; 
But a falſe and unſound heart diſcovers 
it ſelf in the choice it makes upon deli- 
beration, and that. frequently, when ſin * 
and troubte come 1n' competition: put 
caſe, ſaith; Auguſtine, a Ryffian ſhould with 
one hand ſet the enp of drunkenneſs to 
thy mouth, and with the other a'dagger 
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hon ſhouldſt” rather- chuſe to. dye: ſobery: 


- than tolive a drunkard : and many Chriz 


ſtians: have reſiſted- unto blood ſtriving 


apainſt fin, ' and with renowned 'Moſes 
choſen affliction, the worſt of afflictians; 
yea death it ſelf in the moſt formi- 
dable appearance, rather than ſin-'; 
and-it” is the habitual temper: and reſolu. 
tion of © every- '\graciousctheart.ſo. to doy 
though thoſe holy reſolutions are-'ſome- 
times over-born by violence of tempta- 
t10N. | 

But the Hypocrzte dreads leſs the dehile: 
ment” of - his: ſoul, than :the loſs: of his 
eſtate, liberty or life. If you ask--upon 


what: ground ithen doth'the Apoſtle ſup: | 


poſe,. 1 Cor. 13. 3. A man may..give is 
body-to be burnt, and not. have charity? 
that the Salamander of Hypocriſie may 
tive in theflame-of artyrdow'?: T he ab 
{ſwer is at hand, They.that.chuſe death. in 
the ſenſe of this Text do not. chuſe 1t. to 
eſcape ſin but to feed and-indulge it; 
Thoſe ſtrange adventures ( it any fuch 
be) areratherto maintain their own ho: 
nour, and enrol-their -names-.amang wor: 
-thy and famous perſons to poſterity; za 


our'of a blind zeal to their. eſpouſed-er: | 


rovrs - and miſtakes ;:. than .in..a dull r& 
God. | _ gail 
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 phar ſay, oureyes are unto thee 2-0: 


to fry our r graces;  95* 
gard't to the glory of God, ang the: bp 
ſervation of * integri- , 
ty. Fear to ſpeak 1 it; Times dicere, ſed dj-\ 
bat it. muſt 'be [po 'tendiam oft; mattyriion-/ 
ken; (faith Hierom. ) - #7 f 3dr” fiat 1A 
thateven Martyrdom 1647-4 fy: ple wars: 
it ſelf, when ſuffer- fuftr4 ſangais "efiſis 
ed for” admiration ,:- Hieron: YlL 5s 
and applauſe, profits**. 099% Te? 
nothing : but that blood. iS ſhed" 
vain. 

4. Fourthly, It is the property 'of an- 
unregenerate ſoul under- adverſity toturn- 
from creature to creature for ſupport and* 
comfort, and-not from every creature'to' 
God alone.” {iS0- long as/ their 'feet *can- 
touch ground; I mean” feel any*'creature- 
relief -or comfort: under them, they 'can 
ſubſiſt -and live in. afflictions ; 'but when 2 
they loſe-ground, when allereatuts refuge I 
fails, then their hearts. fail too. 

- Thus - Zedekzah and! the a acociving. 
Jews, when they Taw-their owt ſtreng 
failed them, and there- was little mou 
left: that they ſhould: deliver themſelvi 
from the Chaldeans,: what do they bop 
ſtfait 2 ' d&® they witty upright" 34 


wr Fy$s \ WEre.upon efeypt for (| nn 
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not upon heaven :. Well, Pharaoh- andihis. | 
aids are left till, all hope is not gone; | 
For, 37. 9. See the like in Abax, in a; ſore. 
plunge and. diſtreſs he Courts the King, 
of Afſyria. for help, 2. Chron. 22. 28, 29, 
Thar project failing, why then he. wil, 
try what the Gods of Damaſcus can.do. 
for him ;.. any way. rather than. the. right, 
way, Flettere ſi nequeam ſuperos, Acheroma 
Move | | | : 
_ Soitis with many others. If one child, 
dye, what do they do, run-toGod, and 
comfort themſelves in this, The Zord.lovs 
ec though my child- dye ? if an. Eſtate; 
. he loſtand a family ſinking, do they with 
_ Dawid comfort: thernſelves an the, everlaſts 
zng Covenant, ordered and ſure ? .no, ngy; | 
but if one relation dye, there's another. | 
alive ; if an eſtate be gone, yet not all; 
ſomething, is left-ſtill, and the. caſe will 
mend. $1 | 3 

. As long as ever ſuch men have any;v- 
ſible encouragement, they will hang upog 
it; and notmake up all in Chriſt, and eg 
courage themſelves.in the Lord; . To tell 
ther of ejOJEIDGIN the Lord, whan the 
figtree blolſomes.not,, is whaz they. cannat 
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5. Fifthly, to conclude, An unſound 
heart never_comes out ' of the Furnace 
of affliction purged, mortified,: and more 


ſpiritual and holy than when he was: - I 


caſt into it : his ſcum and drofs 1s not. 
the:e ſeparated from him : nay the more 
they are afflifted, the worſe commonly 
they are ; Why ſhauld ye be ſmitten any 
more ? ye will 7cvolt more and more, Wa. 
1:5. and to keep to our Metaphor, con- 


ſult Fer. 6. 29. God had put that incor- 4 


rigible- people into the Furnace of af 
fition, and kept them long in that fire; .. 
and what was the Iffne? why, faith the” +2 
Prophet , The bellows are burnt, the lead : 


| & conſumed of the: fire, the founder melt* - © 
| @h #n vain, KC. reprobate ſilver ſhall men 


_ them, becauſe the Lord hath rejetted- 
' | 


If the fire of afliftion be- continually 
blown till the very bellows be burnt, 
that is, the 2ogae, or rather the lungs of 
the Prophet, which have ſome reſem- © 
blance to bellows; though theſe be even | 


- 08Þ in reproving, and threatning, and 
en 


ouncing woe upon woe, and Judge- 
ment upon Judgement; ang-God fulfills 
his word upon them ; yet ſtill they are  * 
as before ; the droſs remains : though _ ? 
Jeruſalem © 


FIG ls IEP w 
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Feruſalem be made a Furnace, and the in- 
habitants, the fleſn boyling in it over a 
herce fire of affliction ; yet as.it is noted 
(pertinently to my Diſcourſe) in Ezek, 
' 24+; 6. ,13. the ſcum remains with. them, 
and cannot be ſeparated by the fire ; and. 
the reaſon is plain, becauſe no afittion 
1 it {elt purges ſin, but as it 1s fanctiſt 


ed, and works. in the vertue of Gods 
bleſling, and in purſuance of the Pro: 


rnles.: --. -- 

O- think on this you that have had 
thouſands of afflictions in ons kind and 
another, and none of them all have done 


Ka good : they have not mortiiewy 


umbled, or benefited Jo u at all. 
thus you ſee what the effects of aiveriey 
are. when it meets a graccleſs heart. 


SECT 
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Y this time, Reader, 1 ſuppoſe thou: : 
art deſirous to .; know what- ef-. 
fedts adverſity and affiliftions ule to-have - 


when they meet with an honelt and ſincere 


heart; only before I come to particulars, | 
[ think. it needful to acquaint :thee, That-. 
the fruits of afflictions. are moſtly, afrer- ” 
fuits, and not To diſcernable by the, Chri 
ſtian himſelf under the 70d, as after_he:, . 
hath been exerciſed by it, Heb. 12. 11. 
and calmly reflefts upon what is. paſt- >: 
nor doth every Chriſtian attain. the ſame... 
meaſure and degree :; ſame rejoyce, others. 
commonly ſubmit : but 1 think thefe ſeyen, . 3 
effefts are ordinarily found in all upright © 


hearts that paſs under the rod. 


o 
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1. Firſt, The ſincere and upright fouk-. - 
betakes it. ſelf to God in affliction, . Fob : 
1.20. When God was ſmiting, Job. Was . 
projing : when God afflitted,. Fob worſhyp- 
ped : SO David, Pal. 116. 3, 4.. 1 found”. 
ſorrow and trouble, then called I upon the -. © 
name of the Lord; and when the meſſen= , 
ger of Satan - buffeted Paul, For this cauſe 
(ith. he ) 7 -beſought * the Lord, .thrices... 
2 Cor. 12. 8. Alas,, whither,: ous $. 
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* * communion men have with God in their | 


F... Oo Adverſity a Furnace 
Child go in diftreſs but to its Fa- 
ther ? - Y 
2. Secondly, He ſees, and owns the 
hand of God in his afflictions ; how muck! 
or little ſoever of the inſtruments of tron} 
ble appear. The Lord hath taken away, || 
faith” 7ob,Fob 1. 21. God hath bidden him, 
fairh David, 2 Sam. 16. 10. If the blow 
come from the hand of a wicked man, 
yet he ſees that wicked hand in Gods 
righteous hand, Pſal. 17. 14. And this}. 
apprehenſion is fundamental to all that} 


affiCtions, and to all that peaceninengy 
and gracious ſubmiſſion of their ſpirits 
under the rod : he that ſees nothing of 
Godin his trexbles, hath nothing of God 
m his:fout. | n, 
8+. Thirdly, He can juſtifie God in all 
the afflictions and troubles that come up: 
on him, be they never ſo ſeyere. T hou 
art juſt in all that #5 MEE, jos us, 
ſaith Nehemiah, Nehem. g. 33. Thou haſt 
puſhed us leff than our iniquities deſerve, 
faith Ezra, Ezrag. 13. It « of the Lords | 
mercy we are not conſumed, ſaith the” 
Church, Lam. 3.22. Are we in rt 
it's a mercy we are not in hell. If Got | 
condemn him, yet he will juſtifie God . | 


fOFry our p4 races. IOT 

if God caſt him-into a ſea of trouble, yet 
he willacknowledge in all that ſea of rrou- 
He, there is nut-one drop of .3njuftice. If 1 
have not deſerved ſuch uſage from the 


| hands of mer, yet I have delerved worſe 


than this at the hands of God. 


I. 4 Fourthly, AMﬀiCtions -uſe to. melt 


and humble gractous hearts : there is an 
habitual tenderneſs planted in their fpi- 
rits, and a juſt occaſion quickly draws 
it forth: and fo uſual a thing it is for 


| p gracious hearts to be humbled under the 
© | affictings of God, that affi&iox 1s npon 


that ſcore. calld bumeliation : the effett 


put for the cauſe; to ſhew where one is, 


the other will be : 2 Cor. 12.21. 

God will humble me, (i.e.) he will afli 

me with the ſight of your ſins, and diſ- 

orders: and 1f a gracious ſoul be:ſoapt 

to be humbled for other mens fins, much 

more for his own. | 
5. Fifthly, The vpright ſoul is. inqui- 


. ſitive under the rod to find out that evil 


for which the Lord contends with--him 
by affliction, Job. 10. 2. ſhew me wherefore 


. thow contendefft with me : and Job 34.31. 


that which 1 ſee not, teach thou me ; if I 
ave done __ 1 will do no more.. $0 | 
3. 399 4+. let #8 ſearch and try our. : 


Wayes, 


::TO3 cdonef ity 4 Furnace 
wayes, and turn again to' the Lord «in 4 
flicting God ſearches them, and under 
* » flictionthey ſearch rhemſelves - willing the 
are to hear the yoice of the rod, at 
glad of any diſcovery it makes of th 
hearts. 
6. Sixthly, The upright heart chaſl 
'to lye under affliction, rather than tol 
delivered from it by ſin. 1- ſay this is th 
choice and reſolution of every uprigh 
heart, however it may be ſometunes ove 
born by the violence of temptation, fa 
1.35. mot accepting aeliverance, Viz. W 
on ſinful terms, and conditions. | 
They are ſenſible how the fleſh ſmajt 
under the rod, but had rather it ſhoul 
ſmart, than conſcience ſhould ſmart unde 
gwlt. Afﬀiction faith an upright foul 
grieves me, but fin will grieve God ;# 
fliction wounds my fleſh, but fin will wont 
my ſoul. Deliverance I long for, butt! 
will not pay ſo dear for it, how much 0: 
ver I deiire it. NVols tams emere panite) 
am : outward eaſe is ſweet, but nat 
peaceis4{weeter. . - 

7. Seventhly, He prizeth the ſpiritnd 
od gotten by atfliction, above delive 
rance from it ; and can bleſs God fron 
his heart for thoſe mercies how dear {c 


% 
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al his fleſh hath paid for them, Pal. 119. 67. +» 3? 
T4 and 71. Jt is good for me that I have been _ © 
eo _efficted. Such is the value the people of 
uw God have for ſpiritual graces, that they 
# cannot think them a dear penyworth, 
'| whatever their fleſh hath paid for them. 
 'The mortification of one Luſt, one diſfco- 
ol yery of ſincerity, one* manifeſtation of 
ty God to their ſouls, doth much more than 
188 make amends for all that they have en- 

"aq dured under the rod. | 

a 1s patience improved, ſelf-acquaintance 
Wy increaſed, the vanity of the | Creature 

.*} more efieCtually taught, longings after _ 
any heaven inflamed ? O bleſſed afflictions that 
dug xe attended with ſuch bleſſed fruits! It. 
nd wasthe ſaying of a holy man under a fore 
lo} trouble for the death of an only Son ; 
34} when in that dark day God had graciouſly 
0 manifeſted himſelf to his foul : O ſaidhe, 
ty 1would be contented (if it were poflible) 
(0&4 tolay an only Son in the grave every day 
I have to hve in the world, for one ſuch 
diſcovery of the love of, God as I now 
nyoy. 
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CHAP, VI. 


Shewing Tudwelling fin to be to Lrace 
what fire us to gold, and how thy 
ſoundneſs and unſoundpe[s of" ont 
hearts are aiſcovered by our Cart 
age toward it, f 
- SECT. L 
Roſperity and adverſity: put ww [ 
cerity to the tryal, but nothing|it 
makes a deeper learch into ow 
| boſomes, ntbing ſifts our ſpi Uh 
rits more narrowly, or tells us what-owtÞ 
ſtate is more plainly than our behavio 
towards that corruption that dwells #þ 
us: the thorn 1s next neighbour to h Wc 
roſe: fin and grace dwell not only in a8pWt 
ſame ſoul, bur in the ſawe faculties. I jj 
Collier and Fuller dwell in one room, what 
one cleanſeth the other blacks : of all th 
evils God permits in this world, nonehl 
more grievous to his people than thi 
they 
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they ſometimes wonder why the Lord 
will ſuffer it to be ſo ; why, ſurely amon; 
other wiſe and holy ends of this Dermille 
| on, theſe are ſome. | 

They are lefr to try you, and to hum- 
ble you; there is no intrinſecal goodneſs . 
in fin, but however in this it occafions 
i] good to us, that by our carriage towards 
1. we diſcern our ſincerity. "The toueh- 
| fone is a worthleſs ſtone in it ſelf, but 'it 
Ffrves to try the gold : 1 Joh: 3.9, 1@. 
| Whoſoever 1s born of God doth nat commit 
| fin, for his ſeed remaineth in him, and be 
- + | cannot ſin, becauſe he is born of God 1, in 
| ths the children of God are manifeſt, and 
fig-} the children of the Devil, q.d. in reſpect 
ingot their carriage towards ſin, the one 
owfaad other is plainly manifeſted : this is 
ſpþ[Wat which ſeparates the drof from the 
outÞfpla, and {hews you what the true ſtate 


ous mens perfons, and- temper of their 


s m{Farts is. By not ſing we are not to 
thefderitand a total freedom from it in - 
qeffis world, as if it implyed any ſuch per- 
wiKtion of the people of God in this 
fapworld, that's the Popsſh and Pelagiax 
| tepale : nor yet mult we take it in the 
. 


nelÞ@#=4:14, ſenſe, who to avoid the argu- 


{{&at of the Orthodox, will underſtand it 
F of 
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of the ſin againſt the Holy GhotT : what 
a ſtrange thing would it be to make that 


a Characeriſtical note: of diſtintion he |. 
twixt the godly -and ungodly, which | 


very few even of the moſt ungodly ate 
ever guilty of ? 

But the manner of our behaviour-to- 
wards ſin, and our carriage towards; it 
_ before, or under. or after the commil. 
ſion of it; in that the children of God 
are manifeſt, and the children of the 
Devil. ba 
—_ © Now there are five things relating to 

ſin that diſcriminate and mark the ſtate 
of _ perſons: the difference is difſce: 
nable_ Fs 


1. Abſtinence from ſin. 
2. Hatred of fin. 

In our /3: Troubles about ſin. 
4- Subjection to ſin. _ -: | 
5-. Oppoſition of ſm... - 


SECT 


S382 = 2 — i Fr. S I Ee IEEE IRS 


Cl. 


| 4 diſcovery of the heart, $07 
SECE. IL 


(1.) k grounds and motives of our 
abſtinence do very.clearly. ma- 


-nifeſt the ſtate of our ſouls 3 what, they 


are in the regenerate, and unregenerate, 


js our ' next work. And let it be con- 


ſidered 

- Firſt, That an unſound and unrenewed 
heart may abſtain from one fin, becauſe - 
it is contrary” to," and inconſiſtent: with 
another ſin : for it is with the ſins of our 
natures, as it is with the diſeaſes of our 
bodies : though all diſeaſes be contrary 
to-health, yet ſome diſeaſes ( as. the Fea- 
ver and Palſie) are contrary to .each 
other. - So are prodigality. and Coyetouſ- 
neſs, Hypocriſie, and Profaneneſs.: theſe 
oppoſe each other, not. for. mutual de- 
ſtruftion as ſin and grace do, but for ſupe- 
nority, each contending for. the.throne, 


and ſometimes taking it by turns ; it is 
"ith fuch- perſons as--with. that. poſſeſſed 


man,-Marth. 17. 15. whom the Irit caſt 
lometimes into the fire, and ometimes 
'to the water ; or if one ſubdye- the 

; F 2 other, 
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other, yet the heart is alſo ſubdued tothe 
vaſſalage of that luſt that is uppermoſt in 
the ſoul. 

2. Secondly, An unrenewed ſoul may 
be kept from the commiſſion of ſome ſin; 
not becauſe there is a principle of grace 
within him, but becauſe of ſome proyi- 
dential reſtraint without tym, or upon 
him : for it often fails out that when men 
have conceived fin, and are ready to exe- 
cute it, providence claps on the fetters 
of reſtraint, and hinders them from exe- 
cuting It. 

This was the caſe of Abimeleck , Gen, 
20. 6: and 17. compared, I withheld the: : 
And though perſons ſo reſtrained, have 
not the good of ſuch providences, yet 
others have ; for by it a world of mif- 
chief is prevented in the world, which 


otherwiſe would break out ; and to this | 


aft of providence we owe our lives, liber- 
ties, eſtates and comforts in this world. 
3- Thirdly, An unſound heart may not 
commit ſome ſins; not becauſe he truly 
hates them, but becauſe his conſtitution 
inclines him not to them : theſe men are 
rather beholding to a good temper of bo- 
' dy, than to a gracious temper of ſoul. 


Some men cannot be drunkards if they 
would; 
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 tiught when young, we keep when old: 


would ; others cannot be covetous and _ 
baſe, they are made e meliors luto of a more 
refined metal than others : but chaſte and 
liberal, juſt and ſober nature, 1s but na- 
ture ſtill : the beſt nature in all its endow- 
ments, is but nature at the beſt. 

4. Fourthly, A graceleſs heart may 
he reſtrained from ſin by the force of 
education and principles of morality 
that way inſtilled into it. Thus Fehoaſh 
was reſtrained from ſin, 2 Kings 12. 2. 
and Zehoaſh did that which was right mm 
the ſight of the Lord all the dayes wherem 
Tehojadah the Pricſt snſtrutted him. The 
far of a Parent, or Maſter will do a great 
deal more with ſome in this caſe, than 
the fear of God. The influence of a 
ſtrict education nips off the excreſcences 
of budding vice. The way we are 


tus 1s the influence of man upon man ; 
wot the influence of the regenerating ſpi- 
It upon men. Ro; 

5- Fifthly, A Graceleſs heart may be 
kept from ſome ſins by the fear of the_ 
events, both in this world, and that to 
come. Sin that 1s followed with 'infa- 
My and reproach among men, may. on 
tis ground be forborn ;, not becauſe 
F 3 . © - 
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God hath forbidden ir, but becauſe hn- 
mane laws will puniſh it, and the ſober 
world will brand” us for it : and ſome 
look farther, to the puniſhment of ſin in 


hell : they are not afraid to 2, but they - 


are afraid to bury. 

Here ſin is like a ſweet roſe in a brake 
of thorns : fain we would haye it, but 
are loth to tear our ileſh to come by .t. 
It's good that ſin is prevented any way, 
bat to be kept on this ground from fin, 
doth not argue the eſtate of the perſon 
to be good : and thus you ſee ſome of 
the grounds on which Carnal men are 
reſtrained : and in this rhe children of the 
aevil are manifeſt. 


SECT. 11L. 


B* there are grounds of abſtinence 
from ſin by-which the children of God 
are alſo manifeſted, and ſuch are theſe that 
follow. 

_ 7. Firſt, A ſincere heart dares not ſin 
becauſe of the eye and fear of God which 
is upon him : So you find it in Fob 31. 1: 
and 4. he durſt not allow his thoughts 
fo ſin, becauſe he lived under the awe of 


Gods eye. Nehemiah durſt not do as 
| former 
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former Governours had done ; though 
an-opportunity preſented to enrich; him- 
{lf ;- becauſe' of the fear of his God, Ne-, 
hem-5/ 15.” The ſoul :that lives under: 
the awe of this eye will. be as conſcien- | 


- tious where no diſcovery can be made by 


Creatures, as if all the world looked on... 
Levit: 19. 14. Tho# ſhalt not curſe. the 
def, nor pitt -a ſtumbling block, before the. 
third -, but ſhalt fear thy God. I am the. 
Lird. | 
What 1f a man do curſe the deaf, the 
daf-cannot- hear him 5 and what if. he 
do put a: ſtumbling block before the 
tind, the blind cannot ſee him.; true, 
hat-God fees him, God hears him, that's 
aough to a man that hath the fear of 
tie Lord upon lus heart. | 

2. Secondly, As the: fear of God, ſo 
the love of God 'is a_ principle of. re-; 
ſraint- from ſin 'to the ſoul that js up-- 
apht.- This kept back 7oſeph from fins. 
(l.39. 9. How can 1 do this great witk- 


| theſs, and ſin againft.Gad) How can; 14 he 


heaks as a man that feels himſelf boynd 
from ſin by the goodneſs and love of 
Gd that had been manifeſted. to him 
£&'hath he delivered me'\from ther pit 
dwhich my envious brethren caſt meg. 
L - - E 240: 57 © al! 
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hath he in ſo miraculous'a way advanced. 
me to ail this honour and power in 
Egypt ? and now, aſter all his kindneſs 
and love to me, ſhall 1 ſin againſt him? 
O how can {! do this againſt ſo good, ſo 
gracious a God ? So Pal. 97. 10. ye that 
love the Lerd, hate evil. Love will cry 
out in the hour. of Temptation, is this 
thy kindneſs to thy friend? Doſt thon 
thus requite the Lord for all his kind. 
neſles ? x 
3. Thirdly, As the loye of God, fo 
the intrinſecal evil and _ that is in 
ſm keeps back the gracious ſoul from it, 
Rom. 12. 9. abhor that which is evil, 
amovysrms T7 men, hate it as hell it 
ſelf : or as the French Tranſlation hath 
It, be in horrour : as the apprehenſions 
of hell, ſo the apprehenfions of {\ im: 
preſs horrour upon the .mind that's fan- 
ified : nothing more loathſore to ag: 
holy ſoul. Its averſations fram. it arc 
with the- higheſt indignation and loath- 
Ing. 
- 4 Fourthly, The renewed Nature 
of a Saint reſtrains him from ſin. ; Gal: 
. 17. The ſpirit luſteth! againſt the fleſh, 
Þ ths ye cannot do the thing that ye 
world : Ye cannot,. why cannot ye ? 
| becauſe 


- 
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becauſe it is againſt your new Na- 


ture. : 

Beloved, This is a very remarkable 
thing in the experience of all renewed 
men, That upon the renovation of mens 
principles, their delights, and their averſa- 
tions and loathings are laid quite croſs 
and oppoſite to what they were before. 
In their carnal ſtate, vain company, and 
ſaful exerciſes were their delight. To 
be ſeparated from theſe, and tyed to 
prayer, meditation, heavenly diſcourſe, 
and company ;, O what a bondage would 
that have been! Now to be tyed to ſuch 
carnal, ſociety, and reſtrained from du- 
ties of godlineſs, and the ſoctety of the 
godly, | remay a much ſorer bondage to 
the ſoul. 

5. Fifthly, Experience of the bitterneſs 
f fin, is a reſtraint to. a gracious heart. 
They that have had ſo many ſick dayes, 
and forrowful nights for ſin as they have 


tad, are Icth to taſte that wormwood ._ 3 


and gall again, which their ſoul hath. 
till in remembrance, 2 Cor. 7. 134. in 
that ye ſorrowed after a godly ſort, what 
cerflncf, it wrought ! ; would not 
grapple with thoſe inward troubles 
22, be would not have the cheerful 

Fs tight 
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light of Gods Countenance eclipſed again 
for all, and much more than all the plea- 
ſures that are in ſin. | 

6. Sixthly, The Conſideration of the 
Sufferings of Chriſt for ſin, powerfully 
witholds a gracious ſoul from the Com- 
miſſion of it : Rom. 6.6. Our old man is 
Crneified with ' him, that the body of ſm 
might be deftroyed, that henceforth we ſhould 
2ot ſerve ſin. Were there a kyife or ſword 
in the houſe that had been thruſt through 
the heart of your Father ; would you 
eyer endure the ſight of it ? ſin was the 
fword that pierced Chriſt, and ſo the 
death of Chriſt becomes the death of ſin 
in his people. Thus the Children of 
God, and the Children of the Devil are 
maniteſt, in the principles and reaſons of 
their abſtinence from fin. 


| 
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SECT. IV. 


(2.) Q Een They are , atfo mani- 
felted by their hatred of, ſis; this - 
puts aclear diſtinction betwixt theih for 
no falſe or unregenerate heart, can. hate 
fig as-in 3. he may indeed; © OO. 
1.-Firft, Hate ſin zz another, but not 1% 
hinſelf : thus one, proud man. hates ano- 
ther, Calco ſuperbiam, ;Platanii, aid" Dijb- 
genes ; . when he trampled Plars's"fitte 
cloaths under foot; I ſpurii the pride'of. 
Plato : Sed majori ſuperbias. as Plato ſmart- 
ly replyed, Thou. trampleſt: upon” my; 
pride , but- it is with; greater- pride. . 
Why (ſaith Chriſt to. the Pipers Y Be 
boldeſt thou the mote. in thy brothers te, But- 
conſidereſt not the beam that 3s in thine own:: 
ge? Matth. 7. 3. how quick in-ceſpying, . 
and rafh.in cenſuring the ſmalleſt faultin . 
another; is the Hypoctite! it were z 


fault, and. that but. ſinall one, .buta | 
that he could find in another; ' yet thivhe : 
quickly: diſcerns: it;, may be there Were- : 
many. excellent graces in -him, thefehe » 

-Orerlaoks, but the mote he plainly ER q 


{ {RT 
4.4 #23 + 
. 
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It may be that more in his brothers eye 
had drawn many tears from it; but theſe 
he takes no notice of ; and mean while 
there is a beam ( 5. e.) agreat horrid fla- 
Snous evil in himſelf ; bur it is too near 
im to be diſcerned, of bewailed : this 
Is a ſad ſymptome of a naughty heart. 

2. Secondly, He may hate it in its ef- 
Felts, 0d md uents; not in ItS OWN Ta- 
| pure - as the Thief hates the Gallows, not 
the wickedneſs that he hath done. - It ts 
Not ſin in it ſelf, but ſin in its connection 
with Hell, that is frightful to him. 

The unſound profeſſour i could wiſh 
that there were no fuch threatnings in the 
Bible aguual. fin: when ſin tempts him, 1 
would faith he, but 1 fear the conſequence. 
O ſin, could I ſeparite thee from hell, no- 
Thing ſhould ſeparate thee and me. 

3- Thirdly, He may hate it in a mosd 
or Parts but not with a roored habitual 
hatred. It's plain from 2 Pet, 2. 22: that 
fin may ſometimes lye upon the confci- 
ence of an unregenerate man, as a toad 
__—_ a fick fomach; and ſo'he may 

icharge himſelf of ir, by reformation, 


reſtitution, &c. but a little time! recon- | || 
Elks the quarrel betwixt him and his Luſt | «| 
agaln : if they fall out they will fall 2 | «4 

agaln 3 
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again ; the dog 5 returned to hys vamit, and 
the ſow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in 
the mir ee | SRI Cs 
- But an upright foul hates ſin in another. 
- | manner, and in this hatred of fin the Chil- 
; | drenof God are manifeſt. 7”. 
1. Firſt, The oppoſition of fin to-God, 
is the yery ground and formal reaſon.upon 
. | which a gracious foul oppoſes and hates 
> | it : if it be oppoſite. to the holy zarure 
; | and law of God, It cannot but be odious 
| | inhiseyes: This cut Davids heart, PL 
5l. 4+ Againſt thee, thee only have I ſmned': 
| | 4.4. I have wronged Uriah greatly, I 
: | have wronged my ſelf and family great- 
( | ty; but the wrong I have done to others 
s not worth naming, in compariſdn of 
the wrong I have done to thee. | 
2. Secondly, The upright ſoul hates fan 
| | m himſelf, more than he hates it 
#her : as a man hates a Serpext in the hedge, _- 
; | but much more in his own boſome : Roam. ® 
- | 95:23. But Tſee another Law in my -members : 
| | andver.21. J ford then & Law, that when 
' | Iwould do good, evil 1s prefent with me - 
$i pr I-don't. know how. others: find it, 
(dut1 am ſure 1 find fin in-my very boſome, 
Mi my very bowels -..1t (1s preſent with "E. 
| |} "Omretched man that I am | a gracious ſoul - 
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can mourn to ſee ſin in others; but to find 
it mn himſelf, pierceth him to- the: very 
heart. | 
3. Thirdly, The gracious. ſoul hates. 
not only this or that particular ſm, but the 
whole kind, every - thing. that 1s: ſinful. 
True hatred: 1s mg9s mt 
Ariſt. Rherlib.2. 345; of the whole nature 
Cap. 4+ or. kind; Pfal. 119. 104. 
| Thateevery falſe way ;, his 
reaſonings. proceed: 4 quatenis ad onne, 
from fin, as fm; concluding againſt every 
fin, Sins that. are profitable, and plea- 
fant, as well asſins that have neither -pro- 
fit. nor pleaſure : ſins that are ſecrer as 
well as {ins that are opez, and will defame 
him. 
And before this tryal a falſe heart 
cannot ſtand: ; | for he alwayes indulges 
to ſome Luſt :- there. is an-iniquity which 
he cannot be ſeparated from. 
4. Fourthly, The fincere ſoul hates fin 
with an #rreconcileable hatred : there was 
- atime when fin and: his ſoul fell out, but 
- therenever will be a time of reconcilati- 
- on betwixt them again. ©: © eg | 
'That breach which effeCtual conviction 
once made, can never be made -up::aly 
\ _— they will return no more $0: fall), 
S008 THONDRIY 3 : hh WT. bon .. | 
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Pal. 83.8. and indeed it ſeems to them 
that have ſuffered ſo much for ſin, that 
have endured ſo many fears and forrows 
for .it 3. the greateſt ſolly in the world to 
return to ſin again; no, no, they admire 
the mercy of their eſcape from fin,” to 
their dying day; and never look back . 
upon their former ſtate but with ſhame 
and grief. | | 
Ask a Convert, would you be back again 
where once you were ? would you be 
among your old companions again? 
would you be-tſulfilling the Iuſts of the 


feſh again ? and he will tell yowhe would 


not run the hazard to abide one day” or 
one night in that condition again, to gain # 
all the Kingdoms of the world the next- * 
morning. | 
5... Fifthly, The ſincere. ſoul. hates ſin * 
with a ſuperlative batred; he hates it more- 
than any other evil in the world beſides it. 
Penalevils are not pleaſant inthemſelyes, 


but yet if he muſt endure them, or ſin, 


then ſufferings to chuſe : Heb. 11: 25. 
Chuſmg rather to. ſuffer affiiftion than enjoy 
the, pleaſures of ſn ;, the worlt of ſufferings, 


«rather than, the beſt of fin. © © 


. 6 Sixthly, To-conclpde, ſo deep is the + 


«hatred hat upright, ones bear/to fi, that 


nothing 
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nothing pleaſes them more than the 
thoughts of a full deliverance from it 
doth : Rom. 7. 24. 1 thank God, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. What doth he 16 
heartily thank God for ? O for a pro- 
ſpe&t of his final deliverance from fin, 


never to be intangled, defiled, or troubled 


with it any more: and this 1s one thing 
that fweetens death to the Saints, as 
* much as any thing in the world can do, 
except Chriſts victory over it, and lying 
in the grave for us. Tothink of a grave 
isnot pleaſant in it ſelf, but to think of 
a parting time with fin, that's ſweet and 
pleaſant indeed. | 


SECS. V. 


(+) Hirdly,The Childrenof God and 
the Children of the Devil, pure 
Gold, and vile droſs are manifeſt as in 


hatred of ſin, ſo in therr tronbles, and for- | 


rows about ſm. 
All trouble for fin argues not ſincerity, 


ſome have reaſon to be troubled even for 


. their troubles for ſin. So have they, 

1. Firſt, That are only troubled for 
the commiſſion of ſome more grols ſins 
 thatſtartle the natural Conſciexce, but not 


for | 


—_— 


>” 
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| forinward fins that defile the ſoul.. - Ju- 


da was troubled for betraying innocent _ 
blood, but not for that baſe Luſt of .Co-_ 
vetouſneſs that was the root of 1t, or the 
want of ſincere love to Jeſus Chriſt : 
Matth. 27.4, 5- Outward fins are fins m4- 
jriinfamis, of greater ſcandal ;, but heart- 
ins are oftentimes majorts reatus, ſins of 
rreater gxile : to be troubled for grofſſer 
ins, and have no trouble for ordinary ſins 
daily incurred, is an ull ſign of a bad 
heart. OR. | 

2. Secondly, A graceleſs heart may be 
much troubled at the diſcovery of in, 


/ when it isnot troubled for the gale of fin, 


er. 2. 26. As the Thief is aſhamed when be 
is found, ſo is the houſe of Iſrael aſhamed : 
Hence it 1s that they ſtick not to com- 
wit ex 2s againſt God, to hide one.ſm 

from the eyes of me. It is a mercy that 


| inis the matter of mens ſhame, and that. , 
| dJarenot arrived to that beight of impu- 


lence to declare their fin as Sodom, and 
flry in their ſhame ;, but to be aſhamed 
ly becauſe men ſee it, and not with 
Exato ſay, O my Ged 1 am aſhamed, and 
ſh ro look. #p unto thee, Ezra 9. 6. alha- 


oh that thou ſeeſt it, is but Hypo- 
TW, 4 


3. Thirdly, 


i 722 Troubles for fin are 
3. Thirdly, A graceleſs heart may be 


troubled for the rod that fin'draws after 


it, but not for fin it (eIf as it provokes 
God toinflict fuch rods. | 

But the troubles of upright ones for fin 
are of another kind and nature. 

1. Firſt, They are troubled that GoJ 
is wronged, and his Spirit troubled by 
their ſins. So the penitent Proaizal, 1 
have ſmned againſt heaven, and inthy ſtrhr, 
Luk. 15. 21. Againſt heaven, (ze.) 
againſt him whoſe Throne is in Heaven, 
a great, glorious, and infinite Majeſty : 
a poor worm of the earth, hath lifted up 
tus hand againſt the God of Heaven. 

'2. Secondly; They ate troubled for the 
defilement of their own ſouls by ſin : hence 
they are compared in Prov. 25. 26. tO 4 
troubled fountain ;, you know it's the pro- 


perty of a living ſpring when any filth. 


falls into it, or that which lyes in the bot: 
tom of its chanel is raiſed and defiles its. 
ſtreams ; never to leaye working till it 
have purged it ſelf of it, and recovered 
its purity again. 

Soit is witha righteous man ; he loves 
Purity in the precepr, Pſal. 11 g. 140. and 
he loves it no.leſs in the principle and pra 


ice : he thinks it is hell enough to lye 
under 
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under the -polltion of fin, if he ſhould ne- 
ver come under damnation for it. th 

3. Thirdly, They are troubled for the 
rar ements of God, and the hiding of his 
ace Gow them becauſe of their ſin. It 
would gocloſe to an ingenuous ſpirit to 
ſee a dear and faithful friend whom. he 
hath grieved, to look ſtrange and ſhy up- 
on him at the next meeting ; as if he 
ddnot know him : much more doth it 
zo to the heart of a gracious man to ſee 
the face of God turned from him, and 
not to be towards him as . in times 
paſt. This went to Davias heart after 
his fall, as you may ſee, Pfal. 51.11. Caſt 
me not away from thy preſence, and take not 
thy holy ſpirit from me; q. d. Lord, if thou _ 
turn thy back upon me, and eſtrange thy 
elf from me, I am a loſt man : that is the 
greateſt miſchief that can befall me. 

4 Fourthly, Their troubles for ſin ru 
&p, to what other mens do. They are 
ſtrong to bear other troubles, but quail 
ad faint under this : Pſzl. 38. 4. other 
brows may for the preſent be violent, 
{] ind make more noiſe ; but this ſorrow 
| baks deeper intotthe foul. . '_ ; 

5- Fifthly, Their troubles for ſin are 
are private and ſilent troubles than others 
are 5 
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are; their ſore runs in the neght >, AS It is 
Pſal. 57. 2. not but that they may, and do 
open their troubles to men, ( and it is a 
mercy when they meet with a judicious, 
tender and experienced Chriſtian to un- 
boſome themſelves unto :) but when all is 
done, it is God and thy ſoul alone that 
muſt whiſper out the matter : «le ve: e do- 
let, qui ſine teſte dolet : that is ſincere ſorrow 
for {mindeed, which is expreſled ſecretly 
to God in the cloſet. 

6. Sixthly, Their troubles are incura- 

ble by creature comforts: it is not the re- 
moving ſome outward preſſures and in- 
conveniencies, that can remoye their bur- 
den ; noting but pardon, peace, and wit- 
neſled reconciliation can quiet the gract- 
ons heart. 
. 7. Seventhly, Th:ir troubles for ſin are 
ordina'e, and kept in their own place; 
they dare not ſtamp the dignity of Chriſts 
blood upon. their worthleſs tears and 
groans for ſin: DZava lachrymas meas domi- 
n:, Aug. Lord, waſh my ſinful tears in the 
blood of Chriſt, was once the deſire of a 
true penitent. And thus our trouble for 
ſin ſhzws us what our hearts are. 


SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 


(4 Y Pg The behaviour and car-. 
riage of the ſonl with reſpect to 
; | ſubjeftion to the commands of fin, ſhews 
- | what our eſtate and condition 1s. This 
. | will ſeparate droff from gold. All unre- 
enerate men are the ſervants of ſi, they 
A bject themſelves to its commands. 
This the Scripture ſometimes calls a Cor- 
werſation in the luſts of the fleſh, Eph. 2. 3+ 
ſometimes the ſelling of themſebves to ſim, 
1 King. 21. 20. Now as a judicious divine 
. |} obſerves, though the Children of God 
- | complain with Paul, Rom. 7. 7. 
14, 15. that they are ſold pr. Reynolds. . 
wer ſm, yet there is a vaſt 5 
difference betwixt theſe two: the Saints 
are ſold to it by Adam, but others by 
theirjown continued conſent. But to ſhew 
you the difference in this matter, I con- 
ceiye it neceſſary to ſhew, wherein the 
reigning power of ſin doth not- conſiſt, 
and then wherein it doth : that you may 
plainly diſcern who are in ſubje&ion to” 
the reigning power of their corruptions, 
| and who are not. - Now there be divers 
+ | things common both to the regenerate, 
and 


_ 
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and unregenerate, and we cannot ſay the 
dominion of fin lyes in any or in all of 
them, viz, abſtrattly and ſymply conſe 
dered. . | | 

1. Firſt, Both one, and other having 
Original Corruption dwelling in them, may 
alſo find this " <n—tA breaking forth into 
| ns {ſcandalous ſins: but we cannot 

y that becauſe original Corruption thus 
-breaks forth into groſs and f{candalous 
fins in both ; therefore it muſt needs reign 
in the one, as well as in the other : arigh- 
teous man may fall before the wicked, as 
: It 1s Prov. 25. 26. he may fall in the 

dirt of roller injquities, and furniſh 
them with. matter of reproach. So did |" 
David, Peter, Abraham, and many more | 
of the Lords upright hearted ones, | 
whoſe ſouls nevertheleſs ſin did not rei 
over,. by a volantary ſubjection to-its F' 
commands,' nor muſt this embolden any I* 
to {in with more liberty. 

2. Secondly, Though an upright ſoul I 
fall once and again into fin, though he F* 
reiterate the ſame at of ſin, which he F 
hath. repented of before ; yet it cannot F" 
meerly from thence be concluded, that F® 
. therefore ſin reigns over him, as it doth F* 

 overa wicked man that makes it his wo 
trade. Fr 


the dominion of fin... 127 
- trade... I confeſs every, reiteration of in, 
© | ,-putsa farther aggravation uponit : and it's 

| Fd we ſhould repent, and ſin ; ang ſin, 
; and . repent.;: but. yet you .read Prov. 
| 24. 16: A juſt man falleth ſeven times, 
J and riſeth up again: Fobs friends were 


: ..good. men, yet he tells. them, Theſe ter. 
ne | + 25m0es: have 'ye reproached me, Job. 19.3. 
| /\ This, indeed fhews a heart that, greatly 
m | * needs purging ; for it is. with relapſes in- 


þ. | tO ſpiritual, as it is with relapſes into na- 
ac | tural diſeaſes. ; a recedrvarion , or return 
he | of the diſeaſe ſhews that the marhifique Þ} 
q | mater was not duly purged; but though F 
id | it ſhew the foalzef, it doth not alwayes F 
re | prove the-falſeneſoof the heart.” ._ -_ 

. 3. Thirdly, Though one may be im- 
en patient of the reproof of his fin, as. well 
ts 4 asthe other ;. yet that alone will not con- 
m7 I clude fin to.be in full dominion over one, 

as-it is over the other. _ 
ul $-- It's pity any\good man ſhould ſtorm at 
he $:4-juſt. rebuke of ſin ; that ſuch a” precious 
he & Ofle as is proper to hea!,. ſhonld be con- 
ot I Ceited to break his head: but:yet fleſtwill 
at Jude tender, and touchy z even.in good men. 
th $44 was. -a, good man, and" yet he was 


Lyroth with the . Prophet, who * reproved 
im; as you find, 2 Chroz. 16. 10. etl 
| doubt. 
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doubt not but their Conlſciences ſite 
them for it, when pride ſuffers not ano- 
ther to do it : a reproof may be ill tim'd, 
and ill managed by another ; and fo may 
provoke ; but they will hear the voice 
of conſcience in another manner. 

4. Fourthly, Though in both ſome one 


particular ſin may have more power than 


- another, yet neither doth this alone con- 
clude that therefore that ſin-muſt reign in 
one, as it doth in another : indeed the 
beloved Luſt of every wicked man is 


King over his ſoul ; but yet a godly mans 


conſtitution, calling, &c. may incline him 
more to one fin than another; and yet 
neither that, nor any other may be ſaid to 
be in dominion : for though David ſpeaks 
of his niquity, ( 5.e.) his ſpecial ſin, Pal, 
18. 23. which ſome * Soak, to be the fi 
of lying, from that intimation, Pſal. 


119. 29. yet you ſee in-one place he ' 


begs God to keep him from it, and in 
the other he tells us he kept himſelf from #, 
un both ſhew he was not the ſervant 
OI It. 

5- Fifthly, Though both may ſin againſt 
knowledge, yer it will not.follow from 
, "thence, that therefore ſins againſt know- 
- | Jedge muſt needs be ſins in dominion ” 

the 
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the one, as they are in the. other : there 


was too much 7;zht abuſed, and violen- 
ced in Davids deliberated fin ; as he con- 
felſes, Pſal. 51. 6. and the fad ſtory it 
kIf too plainly ſhews ; Vs yer i the 
main, David was an, upright .man fill, 
though - this conſideration, of . the. fact 
ſhrewdly wounded his integrity. : and 
ſands vpon record for a caution to all 
ahers. | 


SECT*.VIK-* 


T7 E have ſcen what doth ot infer 
, the dominion of fin. in the former 
particulars, being ſimply conſidered ; 1 
ſiallnext ſhew you what doth ; and:-how 
tle ſincere and talle heart ace: diſtinguiſh- 
din this tryal. And... . +. - 


4 1. Firſt, 4fenr and Conſent upon delibe- 


ttioMotes the ſoul to. be under the de- 
mmon Of fin : .whenthe mind approves lin, 


This ſers up fja in_1ts :T broxe,, and. puts 


te ſoul jrico ſubjeCtion to it; : fer the do- 


mnion of ſin conliits in jts. authority over. 


$94 our voluntary ſubjetion-to- it. 
Ms you find to: be the character. of a 
Mcked graceleſs perſon; Pfal. 36. 4. He 

? Gs :; deviſet') 


adrhe will gives its plprary conſent t0+ it 
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deviſeth miſchief upon his bed ; he- ſetta} 
bimfelf in a way that is not good, he abhorrgh} 
nat evil. | '' 

"The beſt men may fall into ſin thropehbÞ 
miſtake,or be precipitated into ſin throuphÞ 
the violence of Temptation ; but to'&} 
wiſe miſchief, and ſet himſelf 1n an' ev! 
way ; this notes full aſſent of the mind, ] . 
| er fn wot ro abbor evil, notes full cog-] 

fent "of the-will, and theſe two being: 
given to ſin, not only antecedently' to the} 
aCting of it;. but alſo conſequently to it: , 
to like it afterward, as well as before z this] 
puts the ſoul fully under the power of ſu; | 
what can it give more ? 0; 
 *This (as onefaith) in dire@t oppofitt ] ;j 
-on to the Apoſtle, Rom. 12.1. ] 
Mr.'Cayl. © 1s to preſent their bodies adead | 
_ ?ſacrifice, unholy, and abomt | 
nable to God; acceptable to: the Denil I þ 
-which is their «unreaſonable ſervixe: al Þ'p 
-men bynatureare given to ſin, but theſe Þ: 
-mengive themſelves to it. Q 
2-Secondly, The cuſtomary pradtice F-- 
-of {in, ſubjects the ſoul to the Domimon Þ,, 
-of fin: -and ſo he that is born of God, dnb Ii 
10t - commir far, 1 Joh. 3. g. Fall into of 
re ſame fin he may, and that often; B:; 


thea-it's not without reluance,'i* Ji 


» 
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Signs of fin in Dominion. 131 - 
.pentance, and a proteſt entred by the.foaul _ 
4n heaven againſt it : So. that ſin hath.not 
- .aquiet poſleſſion of his ſoul he is not 
is the ſervant of ſm, nor doth he willingly / 
| walk after its Commandments: but f6.do © 
1} its: own ſervants ;it's their daily pra- 


L 

l} tice : Jer. 9--3- , They. proceed from. evily 

b] 49. ev4l. 

- 3. Thirdly, . Dehght in ſin proves the 

Ei denier Of fin. - Sothe:ſeryants of ſin are 

&} deſcribed, Ia.. 66. 3. ;They - have cheſere 

tt} heir own wayes, 41d their. ſoul, delighteth. in 

IS] ther abominations. ; 

1} Look as our delight :in God- is-th 

| meaſure of our holineſs ;, {0 our delight-in 

ll | \fin is che. meaſure of our ſinfulnef. Delight | 

in fin is one of, the uppermolt rounds of Þ} 

\the ladder, and much higher the ſoul of a Þ} 

-lnner cannot go, till.it be turned off. into 

tell. Jt's a-fport to a fool te::do miſchief, * 
roy. 10 23. Never merrier than when 

I behath the devs/ for his Play-fellow, faith 
one upon that place : Mr. Trap. AAR 


K }*4- Fourthly!® Impatience of Chriſts..yoke, 1 
00 Þ vand Government, argues the ſoul: tobe the - - 
In Phibject of fin. Th's is clear from the KH 
l {Hoſes reaſoning in Rom. 6. 17,18.: Bue Þ 
5 Yiboa: be thanked that yewere the ſervants of 
I Jim, but you. have obeyed from the heart th: 

Jp G2 form 
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form of dottrine which was delivered you: 
being then made free frrom ſin, ye became 
the ſervants of righteouſneſs : where you ſee 
plainly that no man can have his many 
miſſion or freedom from ſin, that comes 
not into Chriſts ſervice, and yields him- 
; {elf up to his obedience. p 
So then to fret at Chriſts laws that 
"tye us up from our Luſts, to be weary of 
_ *all ſpiritual imployments as a burden in- 
tolerable, never to be in our elemerrt and 
Centre till -we are off from God, and 
plunging in the world, and our - luſts; 
-tliis is a fad note of a ſonl in ſubjeCtion 
ro fin. # 
Object. But may mot an upright ſoul fin 
fome wearineſs in (piritual things ? 
-- - Sh. Doubtleſs he may, for he hath 
"feeſh as well as fpirir, and though the ſpj- 
* (ritbewilling, the fleſh is weak © he is ſan- 
"Atihed but io part, and his delight 1n the 
'Law of God is but according to, or after 
the inner man, Rom. 7. a3. but he ſees 
. another law in his members, (1. e.) CO 
* *Efary inclinations. However, . if he be 
\ weary ſomerimes in the duties of godl- 
- neſs, to be ſire he is more weary out of 
them, and is not Centred and at reſt till he 
de with his God again : But the oy 
' .cail 


% 
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heart. is where it would be. when 4t 13 in 


the ſervice of ſin: andas a fiſh upon dry - 


land, when ingaged in ſpiritual. duties. 
Eſpecially fuch as are ſecrer, and haveno 

external allurements of .reputation to en- 

gage him to then: | 


But what ſurpriſals or. captivities to. 


ſn ſoever may befall an upright foul, 


yet it appears by theſe eight following - 
particulars, that he is not the ſervant oF-. - 


in, nor in full ſubje&tion to it. . For, -. 


i. Firſt, Though he may.be drawn.to.. 


ſin, yet he cannot reflet# upon his fin with- 
out ſhame and ſorrow ; which plamly 
ſhews it to be an involuntary ſarprize. 


S Peter wept bitterly, {th 26. 75. 
and David mourned for his {in heartily . 
others can fetch new pleaſures out of their -: 


old fins by refle&ting on them : and ſome 


an glory in their ſhame, Phil. 3. 19. . 


Some are ſtupid and ſenſeleſs after 1m, 


and the ſorrow of a carnal heart for it;. , 


Evideices of thr &c, gr } 


8 but a morning dew.:. but it 15 far others. .. 


nilewith Gods people. 


-'2, Secondly, Though a Saint may be. . 


drawn to ſin, yet it is not with a delibe- 


ate and full ca»ſent of his will : their de- : 


= in the law; of God. Rome 7: 22. 
nn _— (i.e. ) 


% 


do that whioh they would. not, Ver. 16.. | 
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(7.e.) there are inward diſlikes from 
the new nature: and as for that caſe of 
David, which ſeems to have ſo much of. 
counſel and deliberation in it ; yet it was 
| but in a ſingle a ; it was not in- the 
' general Courſe of his life : he was up- 
right in all things (5. e. ) in the general 
courſe and tenour of his life, 1 Kings 15. 5. 

3. Thirdly, Thongh an upright ſoul 
may fall into ſin; yet he 1s reſtleſs and: 
unquiet in that condition ; like a bone 
ot of joynt : and that ſpeaks him tobe 
none of {ins ſervants : as on the contra- 
ry, if a man be ingaged in the external- 
duties of Religion, and- be reſtles and" 
unquiet there; his heart 1snot' in it; he* 
is not at reſt till he be again in his earth: 
ly buſineſs 5 this man cannot be reckoned* 
Chriſts ſervant : a gracious heart 1s'muck- 
after that rate imployed in the work'of (in, 
that a carnal heart is' when imployed in 
the work of Religion : that's a good” 
rule, eatarntum dicuntur ineſſe, que infunt- per' 
modum quietts : that's a mans true temper” 
wherein he is at reſt : poor David fal 
ito ſin, but he had no reſt in his bones 
becauſe of it, Pſal: 51. 10, x1, 12. if his 
heart be off from God: and duty for a' 
little while, yet- he recollects __ 


non"dominion of fir. 135" 
and faith as Pfal 116 7. Return unto thy. 


O my ſoul. 
Eh rehbs Thongh a ſincere Chrilti- 


an fall into fin, and comnuit evil; 'yet 
he proceeds not from evil ra' evil, as the 


mgodly do : er. 9g. 3. but makes; his fall 
into one ſin; a caution.to prevent another. - 
ſm. Peter by his fall got eſtabliſhment for” 
time to come : if God will ſpeak peace- 
to them, they are careful to return no- 
more to folly, Pal. 85. 8: 1z that. ye ſor= 
rowed after 4a godly ſort, what carefulne 
it wrought? yea what fear ? 2 COr. 7. 11. . 
It is not ſo with the ſervants of ſin; one 
fn leaves them much more diſpoſed to 


. mother ſin. | 3 
5. Fifthly, A ſincere Chriſtian may be: - 3 


drawn to.fin, but yet he would be glad 
with all his. heart to be rid of ſin. It 
would be more to him than thouſands of 
gold or ſilver, that he might grieve and 
efend God no. more ; and that ſhews ſin 
Snot in dominion over him :- he-that> is 
mder* the dominion of ſin, is leth+ to: 
laye his Luſts. Sins ſervants are not - 
milling to part with it, they hokd-it faſt, 
and refuſe to let it go, as that text ex-- 
pelſes it, Fer. 8. 5. Tus the great com». 


| Platt of the upright is expreſſed by the- 


G4 , _ 
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Apoſtle according to the true ſenſe of their Þ - 

hearts, in Rom. 57. 24. Who ſhall deliver me © 
from the body of this death ? '1 

6. Sixthly, It appears they yield not ? 
themſelves. willingly to- obey fin, in as | 
much as it is.the matter of their Joy whey 
God orders any providence to prevent ſin 
in them : Bleſſed be the Lord ({aid Davidto 
Abigail) and blefſed be thy advice, and 
bleſſed be thou, that haſt kept me this day from 
ſhedding blood, 1 Sam. 15. 32, 33. 

Here's bleſſing upon bleſſing for a fſin- 
Preventing providence. The author is 
| bhl:0ed, the inſtrument bleſſed, the means 
| Hhlelled. O it's a bleſſed thing in the |. 

eyes ot a ſincere man to be kept from ſin: | 
he reckons it a great deliverance, a, very 
happy efcape if he be kept from ſin. | 
7. Seventhly, This ſhews that ſome 
who may be drawn to commit fin, yet are 
none of the ſervants of ſin, That they do 
heartily beg the afliſtance of grace to keep 

. them from ſin : keep back, thy ſervant from 
preſumptuons ſins ({aith the Plalmiſt, Pſal, 
1.0.13.) let them nat have dominion over 
me; 9.4. Lord, I find propenſions to fin, 
in my nature; yea, and ſtrong ones t00; 
if thou leave me to my ſelf, I am carried 
into ſin as. eaſily as a feather down the 
| Tarret 


_ | nn-dminion if ſia. 137. , 3 


| Torrent. -O Lord keep back thy ſervant - 
and there is-no petition that upright ones 
pour out their hearts to God in, either 

* more frequently, or more ardently than. 
" inthis, to be kept back from fin. 

8. Eighthly, and Laſtly, This- ſhews- 
the ſoul not to be under-the dominion of 
ſin, that it doth not only cry. to God ta. 
be kept back: from ſin, ,but.uſes the means 

' of prevention himſelf - he retilts it, as 
well as prays agaialt. it, Pfal. 18. 23. I. 
was alſo upright before him, and kept my ſclf, 
from mine iniquity... So Job 31.1. I have 

made a Covenant with mine eyes, and. yet: 
, | more fully in Ia. 33. 15. he. ſhaketh. hs. 
| bards from holding bribes, and-ſtoppeth . bis. 
- | tears from hearing blood ;, and ſhutteth. by. 
eves from ſeeing evil. See with what. care _ 
/ | the porrels are ſhut at.which fin .uſeth to. _ 
| enter. All theſe things are. very reliey- 
ng conſiderations to, poor: ſouls queſtion; 
ing their integrity under the frequent ſur-- 
<q of fin, - And the .nest tryal.no, 
leſs.” 
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SECT. VIIL 


(5.) T\fthly, Our oppoſirion to and cor: * 
F futts with fo x wa what we | 
ate, gold, or droſs. 

There are confi&s with ſin both in the 
regenerate, andiin the unregenerate ; but 
there is a yaſt difference betwixt them, as 
wil appear in the following account. 

x. Firſt, There 1s an wnzverſal, and there 


IS a particular oppoſition to fin; the for: 


mer 1s found in regenerate, the latter in 
unregenerate ſouls : a gracious heart hates 


- Every falſe way, Pſal. 119. 104. and muſt 


needs do fo, becauſe he hates.and oppoſes 


fix asfin 3 ſothat he can haveno peccatum 


3n delicits;, no excepted or reſerved Luſt; 
bat fights againſt the whole body, and 
every limb and member of the body of fin. 

But it 1s not ſo with the crite Of 
carnal profeſſour: he hath eyermore ſome 
reſerved ſin, that he cannot part with. 

2. Secondly, There is an oppoſition 
betwigt the zew nature and fin, and there 


"3s an _— betwixt natural Conſci- 
ence and fin 


; the former is the caſe of a 
upright 
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1 upright ſoul, the later may. be of. a ſelf. 
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decelver. | 

A regenerate perſon. oppoſeth ſin, be. 
cauſe there is:an irreconcileable Antpathy 
betwixt it, and the new nature -1n him. ag 
s ckar from Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh: luſteth 
againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againft the 
fleſh, and theſe are contrary. the: one te. the 
other : by fleſh underſtand: Corrupt. na- 
ture; by Spiric not only the ſpirit. of many 
batthe ſpiritof God, or principle of-re+ 
generation in man: by the luſting: of 
theſe two againſt each other, underſtand 
the deſire and endeayour of each others 
deftruction and ruine : and the ground of 
al this -is the contrariety. af -thele, tw 


natures, : 


Theſe are cantrary- one tothe other - there 


$a twofold oppoſition betwixt them 


ans formal, their: very natures are Qppo- 
lite: the other  effeFive, their workings 
and deſigns are: oppoſite, a5-it: 6\betwixt 
ireand water. races 

But- the oppoſitions. found in unrenew- _ ? 
« ſouls agaiult ſin, is.nat from their. na- 
tures, for fin is ſuitable enough to-that, 
it from the light that is in their. minds * 
{n:conſciences which feares;and terriligs 3 
fem. Sach was that in 'Dgriuss, Dath . : 

? | 6-14. | 


40 Oppoſirion to fin | 
6. 14. He was.ſore difpleaſed with himſelf, 
and ſet bis heart on Damiel to deliver him; © 
and laboured till the going. dawn of the Sun 
to deliver bim : here the conteſt: was be-" 
twixt ſenſe of honour upon one ſide, and 
- eqs of Conſcience. on the other 
de. \ 
Sometimesa generous and noble diſpo- 
fition- oppoſes ſordid and baſe actions: 
Major, y ay & ad majora natus; quam ut 
Eorporis mei- ſom mancipium. 1am greater, 
and born to- greater things ; than that [ 
fkould be a ſtave to-my body, ſaid abrave 
Heathen: 

"3. ' Thirdly, Fhere is. a permanent, and' 
there- is: a tranſient — to. fin, 5. 
the former is the caſe of Gods people. 
the latter of temporary and: unſound pro-- 
feſſours: - | 

TheSaint-when he draws the ſword in: 
this warfare againſt fin, throws away the 
Fſeabbard *-noend* of this combate with fin- 
till life end : their life- and. their troubles 
are finmſhed*together :- 2 Tim. 4..7; Thave 
fought the - good fight, and. have. finiſhed my 
Courſe: Fs Sg ; 

But in- other ment is.but a-tranſient 
quarrel; - eut with ſin" one day, and in 
* another : and the reaſon is plain by what 

| was, 
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a tryal if funcerity. r4r+ _ | 
was noted before ; it 1s not the oppoſt- * +: 
tionof two natures : it ts- like the oppo-.. 
ſition of the' Wind and Tyde ,, theſe may- 


F be'contrary and make a ſtormy ſea tor 


day; but the wind- may come about, and: 
goas the Tyde goes to morrow : but in-a 
Chriſtian it is as the oppoſition of the- 
wer and the dam,. one mult give way 
to the other, there's no reconciling. them : 
but the other like the dog, returns to his. 
vomit, 2 Pet. 2. ult. | 

4. Fourthly, . There 1s an oppoſition 
to the roo of ſin, and an oppolition'to 
the fruits of fin. A gracious ſoul oppo- 
th root and fruit, but. others the latter 
only. The great deſign of an vpright 
ſoul, is not- only to lop off this or that. 
branch, but to kill the root of fin' which 
s in his nature ; Rom. 7. 24. Who ſhall 
delrver me from the body of this death? but 
the great care and endeayours of others 
s to ſupprefs outward aCts-of ſin; and 
eſcape the miſchtevous conſequents of it; 
yea, their ſtudy is as Danitantins phraſeth 
It, Potizs abſcondere, quam abſcindere” vitta : 
tohide, rather than to kill their Lufts ©... 

5. Fifthly, -Hhere-"is'an oppoſhtion-ts 


ny in the ſtrength" of God; and*an oe 
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. mer is-proper toa real: Chriſtian, the laters 
is found frequently with unſanctified-per-: } 
ſons: when a Chriſtian goes forth againſt} F 
any ſin, It is 1n the ſtrength of God : | So; } 
you read their rule directs them, Eph; 
6. 10. Be ſtroug. in the Lord, and the power | 
of his:might : take unto you the whole armony: 

God : and ſuitably you ſhall find them: 
requently upon their | knees- begging 
ſtrength from-heaven againſt their Luſksy 
2 Cor. 12.8. For this cauſe I beſourht the 
Lord. thrice, ſaith Paul (1.e.) often and 
earneſtly, that the temptation might de- 
part from him. 

But others go forth againſt.ſta only in 
the ſtrength of their own reſolutions 
{o did Pendletoz in our ſtory ; theſe Reſo- 
lutions, or vows, which they have put 
themſelves under, are as frequently fru- 
ſtrated, as made. SS 
. 6. Sixthly, There is a ſuccefful opp0t 
. fition to fin, and an-oppoſition that comes 
ro-zothing. The former is that of trus 
- Chriſtians, the- later is found among un- 
regenerate men. 

The work, of Mortification in the 
Saints is progreſſive, and increaſing 7 hence 
Rom, 6.-6. . Our old man is Crucified. with 
bins, that the. body: of ſu might be rope 

| In 
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| Sin dyes in believers muchwhat as cruci- 
'F fed perſons uſe to dye; viz. a ſlow, lin- 
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gering, gradual 3 but” ſure death; its vi- 
gour and life expires by degrees :. or as a 
conſuwptive perlon dyes ; for to thatallo 
he alludes here :" there is a diſeaſe which 
is called Conſumptio toties,, a Conſumption 
of the whole, and thoſe that dye of that 
dieſe Ianguiſh more and more till at laſt 
they.drop ſenſn, ſme ſenſu, by impercepti-. 
ble degrees and ſtepsinto. the grave. - 

But in the unregenerate whatever con- 
flicts they have. with ſin ; no corruption 
falls before. it : it may be ſaid of them, as 
the Church in anothge caſe complains; of 
ker ſelf, Eſa. 26. 18. We have beenin pain, 
we have 4s it were brought forth windy; we 
bave not wrought any delrverance im the 
earth, neither have the inhabitants of the- . 
world fallen. So it fares with theſe- pro- 
tſſours, they pray, they hear, they vow, 
they reſolve ; but when: all is done, their 
luſts are as ſtrong; and vigorous: as-ever: 
n0 dye of mortification appears af- 
KT all. | 


cefity by our carriage towards ſin. 
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And thus.much of the teyal of our ſin- | 
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Shewing what proof and tryal, ts made 
of th ſoundneſs or unſounaneſs f 

. our graces by the duties of Religion, 
which we perform. 


SECT. I. 


” E gow come ( accord-. 
Ing to the method pro. 
poſed) to make tryakt. 
of the truth or falſe- 
| neſ of grace, by the duties we daily per- 
form in Religion. And certainly they 
alſo have the uſe and efficacy of fire, for 


T know him, and kgepeth not his Command- 
ments, [. is a tyar | and the truth 6s not-in 
him : but whoſo keepeth his word, in him ve 
rely is the love of God perfelted.: (and hereby 
know we that we are in him. 

This is a prattical lye ;, of which the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks here, by which men de- 
CELVE. 


this diſcovery, 1 Joh. 2. 4, 5. He that ſaith | 
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ctive others for awhile, and themſclves 
for eyer : a lyenot ſpoken, but dove; when -. 
a mans courſe of life contradicts his pro- 
ſeſſion. The life of an Hypocrite 1s but. 
one long or continued ye: he faith or pro- 
fefſeth he knows God, but takes no care 
at all to obey him in the duties he com- 


heart- diſcoveries.” 145 + 


mands : he either negle&ts them, or if he _ 


perform them, it is not as God requires: 
if they draw nigh him with their lips, yet . 
their heart is far from him : Ia. 29. 13. 
Thou art near. in their mouth, but far from 
therr retns, Jer. 12.2, | 
There are ſome that feel the influence 
and power of their Communion with the 
Lord in duties, going down to their very 


reins : and there are others whoſe lips -. 


and tengues only are toucht with Reli- 

n. | 

This is an age of light and much. pro- ' 
kfſion : men cannot now keep up a_repu--/ 
tation in the ſober and profeſſing world,. 
mileſt they let down, and totally neglect. 
the duties of Religion : but ſurely if men- 
would be but juſt ro themfelves, their. ve- 
performances of duty would tell them 
lat their hearts are. - Re 


* 
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SECT. II. 


FY there are among others theſe ten - 
AF following particulars that do very. 
Clearly difference the ſound from the ut 

ſound profeſſour. 

1, Firſt, The deſigns and true Leyels: 
and aims of mens hearts in duty will tell: 
them'iwhat they are. (Ky 

An Hypocrite aims Low, Hoſea 7. 14. 

ey have-not cryed unto me with their beart,, 
when they -howled- upon. their beds, they aſ- 
Jembled themſelves for Corn and Wine, and 
they rebel againft me. It is not for-Chriſt,, 
and pardon, for mortification, and holi- 
neſs; but for corn, and wine : thus. they 
make a Market of Religion ! all Their: 
ends in.duty- are either carnal, natural 
or legal ; it is either to accommodate 
their carnal ends, or ſatisfie and quiet 
their Conſciences : and ſo their. duties. 
are performed as a ſin-offering to God. . 

But -an upright heart, hath very highs. 
and pure aims 1n duty; the deſire of their 
foil is to God Iſa. 26. 8. their ſoul follows: 
hard after God : Pſal. 63. 8. One thing 
have I deſired of the Lord, that will I ſetk, 
after ,, that I: might dwell in the houſe he 


| heart-diſcoveries, 147 

' Lordallthe dayes of my life, to-ſee the bean- 
| of the Lord, and to enquire in his Tem- 

1 ple, Pſal. 27. 4. Theſe are the true Eagles 
| thatplayatthe Sur, and will not ſtoop to 
low and earthly objects. Alas ! if the. 
etjoyment of God be miſſed in a duty, it 
isnot the greateſt enlargements of gifts 
will ſatisfie : he comes back Iike-a man - 
tlat hath taken a long journey to meethis 
friend upon important bufineſs; and loſt 
tis labour: ; his friend was not there. 

2, Secondly, The engagements of mens 
hearts to God in duties will tell them what 


they are. The hypoerire takes little heed © | 


to bis heart, -Eſa. 29. 13- they are not af-- 
ficted really for the hardneſs, .deadneſs,. 
uhbelief, and wanderings' of their. hearts 
induty ; as upright'ones ate; nor do they 
etgage ther hearts, and' labour to- get- 
them up with God'in daty as his- people. 
0d; I have intreated. thy favour with my: 
whole” heart, ſaith Dav:d,. Pal. 119. 58. 
tley are not pleaſed in duty till they fond 
tieir hearts ſtatd towards God like a 
bowin” its: full bent. I ſay not it is al 
yes ſo with-ther, what would they: 
ove that it might be ſo ! but ſurely if - 
tietr ſouls in duty be empty of God, they". 
afl'd with trouble and forrow. = 
a 3. Thirdly, 
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3. Thirdly, The Conſcience men make 
of ſecret as well as of publick, daties , will | 


tell them what their hearts and graces. 
are, true, or falſe. A vain Profeſſour is 
curious in the former, and either negligent, 
or at belt formal in the latter : for he finds 
nv inducements of* honour, applauſe,'or 
oftentation of gifts externally moving 
him to them : nor hath.he any experience 
of th: ſweetneſs and benefit of ſuch; du- 
ties internally to allure and engage his ſoul 
to them. "<8 
The Hypocrite therefore is not for the 
cloſet, but the Synagogue, Matth. 6. 5, 6. 
not but that education, example, or the 
impulſe of confcience may ſometimes 
drive him thither ; but it is not his daily 
delight to be there; his meat and drink 
to retire from the clamour of the world 
ro enjoy God in ſe:ret. *Tis the obſer-. 


vation of their duties is the great induce- 


ment to theſe men to. perform them; 
agd . verily ſaith our Lord, ver. 2. they 
have their reward, 4my«a they have IC 
away ; or they: have carryed off all the 
benefit and advantage that ever they ſhall 
have by Religion, Much good do them 
with their applauſe and honour, 't 
them make much of that aery roF 
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for it's all that ever they . ſhall -have. 
©" But now for a ſoul truly gracious, he; 
cannot long ſubſiit without ſecrer prayer. 
'Tis true, there is not alwayes an equal 
freedom and delight, a like enlargement 
and comfort. in thoſe rerirements- :; but 
yet he cannot be without them : he finds 
the want-of his ſecret, in his. publick, duties:: © * 
if heand his God have not met in ſecret, 
and had ſome Communion in the morning, 
he ſenſibly finds it in the deadneſs and 
unprofitableneſs of his heart and life. all - 
the day after. | Is DV 
4. Fourthly, The ſþ:rituality of our du- 
ties tryes the {cerity of Our graces: an 
uregenerate heart is carnal, whileſt en- 
aged in duties that are ſpiritual. . Some 
men deceive themſelves in thinking they 
are ſpiritual men, becauſe their imploy- 
ment and calling is about ſpiritual things, 
Hoſea 9. 7. this indeed gives them the de- 
nomination, but not the frame Of ſpiritual 
me : and others judge themſelves ſpiri- 
tal perſons, becauſe they frequently;per- 
form and attegd. ppon {ſpiritual duties : 
but alas'the heart and ſtate may be. cax- 
ml notwithſtanding all this. O my 
Mends, it is not enough that the objet# of 
Jour dnties is ſpiritual, that they reſpect 
| an 
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things; but the frame of your heart myſt 


be ſpiritual, an heavenly temper, of ſqul 
is neceſſary, and what are the moſt hea. 


venly duties without it ? 
The gndand deſign you aim at muſt he 
ſpiritual, the enjoyment of. God, and;; 
growing conformity to. him in holineſs; 
elſe, mukiply duties as the ſand on:the 
ſea ſhore, and they all willnot amount to 


one evidence of your ſincerity. God.s | 


my witneſs whom I ſerve with my firit 
faith the Apoſtle,. Rom. 1. g.. he leems to 
appeal to God in-this matter. I ſerye 
God in my ſpirit, and God knows: that | 
do ſo. I dare appeal to him that it isf0: 
he knows that my heart is with him, or 
would be with him in my duties : the 
armes of my faith do either ſenſibly gralp, 
-Or are ſtretched out towards him 1n my 
duties. O how little ſavour do gracious 


 -heartsfind in the moſt excellent duties if 


God and their ſouls do not ſenſibly. meet 
in them ! | 


Certainly Reader, There is a time when | 


God comes. nigh to men in duty,. wut 


he deals familiarly with men, and ſeal | ; 
bly. fills their ſouls with unuſual poners | 
| = | 


an holy God ;, nor that the matter -be ſhi. 
ritual, that you be converſant about holy 


et 
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niſl in; duties more than their Joys: 
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and delights. The near approaches of 
God ro their ſouls are felt-by them, ( for _ 
-ſouls have their ſenſesas well as bodies; ) 
:and now are their minds abſtracted ny 


| marvellouſly refined from all that-is ma 


terial and earthly, and fwallowed- upin 
fpiritual excellencies and glories. 

Theſe are the real prehbations or: fore. - 
taſtes of glory, which no man 'can-by 
-words make another to underſtand; as he 
himſelf doth that feels them. 

Theſe ſeaſons I confeſs dobut raxely 
-occur to the beſt of 
(Chriſtians, NOr conti- Rare bora, 'brevfs- mo- 
ave long when they '*. Hoes Frag 
"do: alas! this wine is ln ve : 
too ſtrong for ſuch 
weak bottles as we-are. Hold Lord (faid 
anholy man once ), zt & enough, thy poor 
Treature 75 a clay veſſel, and can hold" no 
wore : this is that Joy unſpeakable and full 
# glory, which is mentioned, 1Per. 1.7, 8. 
*omething that words cannot. deſcribe: 
"theſe ſeaſons are the golden ſpots of our | 
lives, when we are advirred to theſenear |} 
pd ineffable views and taftes of God: | 


e to theſe things ; their ſorrows-are ' | 


"cy 
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they ace endeavouring to mount, but-the 
ſtone hangs at the heel : they Eſſay, but 


cannot rife to that height that othersdoz 
-who are got up by their labouring faith 


into the upper Region, and there diſplay | 


their wings and kng in the Sun-beams: 
but though they cannot reach this height, 
yet have they no ſatisfaction, im duties 
wherein there is no intercourſe betwixt 
God and their fouls. "OY 
+ That which contents another, will not 
content a Chriltian : if the Ke be ah- 


ſent, men will bow to the empty char; | 


-butif God beabſent, an empty duty gives 
no ſatisfaction to a gracious ſpirit. . '. The 
pooreſt Chriſtian is found panting after 
God by fincere deſires, and labouring to 
. get. up that dead and vain heart to God 
1n. duty ; though alas ! it's many times 
but the rolling of the returning ſtone 


againſt the hill: yet he never expects ad-/ 


vantage by that duty wherein the ſpirit 
of God is not; nor doth he 'expett the 
ſpir:t of God ſhould be, where. his. own 


. - 


{pirit 1s not. | Ee RAU Fr 
5. Fifthly, Afſiaumry and conſtancy W 

duties. of Religion makes a notable dif 

covery of the ſoundneſs cr rottennels of 


, mens hearts. The Hypacrite may of 
7 : ome 
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ſme zeal and forwardneſs in duties for 
2time, but he will jade and give out at 
length : Job 27: 10. Will he detight' bim- 
ſelf in the Almighty ? will he alwayes call 
God ? No, he will not. If his moti-. 
ons in Religion were zatural, they- would 
be conſtant ; but they are artficzal, and 
he is moved by external inducements 5 . 
and ſo mnſt needs be off and on : he 
ys himſelf weary of praying, and hears 
imſelf weary. of hearing : his heart is 
not delighted in his duties, and therefore 


| his duties muſt needs grow' ſtale and' dry 


mm _ 4 m_ | OI be three ſea- 
in which the zeal of an Hjpocrire 
may be inflamed m duties. OTIS] 
Firſt, When - fome imminent dan 
threatens him, ſome ſmart rod of God is . 
ſhaked oyer him : when he flew-them,. ther 
they ſought him, and returned- and enquired 
y after God, Pfal. 58; 34. Othe good- 
F' words they give ! the: fair promiſes 
they-make; and yer all the while they dy 
W flatter hins with their lips, and: lye” unto 
bim with Their tongues, Ver. 36, 37. for Jet 
bit that danger paſs over, and-the'hea- 
eas dear up again, 'and be wilt reſtrain 
payer, : and} return to his" old*'conie 


H Secondly, 
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. Secondly,, When the times Counte: 


nance and fayour Religion, and the wind. 
Is in his back ; 'O what a zeal will he have 


tor God! ſoin the ſteny ground, Marth, 
© 13+ 5- the ſeed ſprung up and flouriſhed 
till the ſun of - Perſecution aroſe, and then 
it faded away ; for it had no depth of 
carth_: no deep ſolid inward work or 
Principle of grace to maintain it. . , 

Thirdly, When ſelf-ends' and deſigns 
arc accommodated and promoted by 
theſe things-;. this was the- caſe of Fehu, 
2 ;Kings 10, 16. Come ſee my zeal, for 

2h me a baſe ſelf-intereſt, not for 
G how fervently will ſome men pra! 
preach, and profeſs, whileſt they. ſenſibly 
teel the incomes and.profit of theſe duties 
to their fleſh; ,whileſt they are admired 
and applauded ! 

eſe external incentives wall pat. an 

hypocrite into. an hot.;fit of zeal. .but 
thenas it-is with a-man whoſe colouts are 
raiſed by the heat of the fire, and not by 
the healthfulneſs of a good. conſtitution, 
it ſoon fades and falls again. | 

, But bleſſed be.God it -.1s,nof: ſo, "with 

.' The; man !,whoſe, heart; is. upright 

with his God, will keep judrement, and de 
RK: fi at all times, Pſal. 106. 3. Whe+ 
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ther dangers threaten dr no ;whethgs 
g Ir when. 
his earthly mtereſt be promoted by it or 
1o';* he will be holy ſtill : he will not part 
with his duties when they are ſtript naked 
6f thoſe external advantages : as the ad- 
dition'of theſe things to Religion. did not 
at firſt engage him, ſo the ſubſtraltion of 
them; cannor\diſengage him. OY. 
If his duty become his 7epraach, yet .Mo- 
ſes will not forſake it : Heb.. 11. 26. If he 
toſe his company, and be left alone, yet. 
Pal will not flinch from his duty, 2 Twm. 
4.16.if hazard firrronnd, duty on eyery. 
ſe; yet: Daniel will-not, quit it, Dan. 6. 10. 
for they conſidered thele; things at firſt, 
aid counted the coſt, they ſtill. find  Reli- 
ziotfis rich enough 'to'pay the coſt of all 


_ thatthey cart loſe' or ſuffer for its ſake 


yeas and that with an Findced fol. og 
Ward, now in this life. **Fhey never had | 
other deſign_in engaging in, Religious. du- © * 
ties, 'But- to-help them'ro heaven, (and if * 
they recover heaven at laft ; whether the 
Way to: it prove better, or worſe ; they. 
myetheir deſign; and end :* and'therefore 
tiey-wilt be ftedfaſt, alwayes abounding. 
nthe- work of the- Lord; as knowing” 
ay zi” - their 
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their labour is not. in vain in the Lord, 
DCor. 15. ult, | 

6. Sixthly, The humzty and ſelf-denyal 
of our hearts in duties will try what they 
aze for their integrity and ſincerity to- 
wards God. Doth a man boaſt his own 
excellencies in prayer as the Paariſce did, 
Luke 18. 10, 1 1. God I thank thee 1 amine 
4: other men : which he ſpeaks not in an 
humble_ acknowledgement of the grace 
of God which differences man from man ; 
but in a proud oſtentation of his own ex- 
cellencies. Doth a man make-his duties 
* his Saviorrs, and truſt to them in a vain 

confidence of their worth and dignity ? 
Locke 18, 9. Surely his heart whichis thus 
Nted up within him, isnot upright 5 Hah. 
|. 2.4. Butif theheart be upright indeed, 
{ itwillexpref6its humility, as in all other 
{ . things, fo eſpecially in its duties where- 
-*.; approaches the great and holy; 


Firſt, It will manifeſt its humility if 
thoſe awful and reverential apprehenlions 
it hath of God, as Abrahaws did, Gen, 
18. 27, And now I that am but duft: aud 
aſhes (faith he) have taken upon me-to 
Peak nito God, The humility of A 

amt 
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#-»5 ſpirit is in ſome meaſure to be found F | 


in all Abrahams Children. 

/ Secondly, In thofe - low and vile 
thoyghts'they have of themſelves, and 
their religious performances : thus that 
poor penitent Lake 7. 38. ſtood behind 
Chrift weeping : yer the dogs eat the crumbs, 
fairh another, Afarky. 28. I am more 
bruitiſh than any man, faith a third, Prov. 
30,7, I abhor my, ſelf m duſt and aſhes, 
faith a-fourth, Fob 42. 6. and as little 
eſtcem they have for their performances, 
Ef. 64. 6: all our rizhteouſneſſes are as filthy 
rags. 1 deny not but there 1s pride and _ 


vanity in the moſt upright ones ; but what 


place focyer it finds in their converſcs 
with 'men, it finds little raom in their 
conyerſes with God; or if it do, th:y 
oath it, and themſelves for it. _ 
* Thirdly, But eſpecially their humilig 
in oy is diſcovered in renouncing al 
ey ties in point ad non cy 
relying intixely upon Chriſt for righte- 
onſaeks, and acceptance : they have ipe- - 
cal regard to duties in point of obeds- / _ 
exce, but none at all in point of Ref» 
ice. | IN 
7. Seventhly, The Communion and in- 
tercourſe Which Is + 2% God and men 
” T 3 LIL. 
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2 duties notably diſcovers what theis 


' _ perſons. and graces are. And it muſt 


needs do ſo, becauſe what communion 
ſoeyer the hypacrite bath, with duties, of 
with Szjxts in duties ; to be ſure he hath 
none with God. | 

None can come nigh to God in duty, 
but thoſe that are made nigh by reconci- 
tration : all ſpecial Communion with 
Chriſt, is. founded . in real union - with 
Chriſt : but The wicked are eſtranged from 
the womb, Plal. 58. 3. 

But now there 1s real communion he- 
twixt God and his people in. duties, 
Truly our {cllowih.p, zrarz, our Com 
munion is with the Father and Son, 1 oh. 
1.3. Ged pours forth of his ſpirit upon 
thera, and they. pour forth their hearts 
. to God. It is ſenſibly. manifeſt to them 
when the Lord comes nigh to, their ſouls 
induty, and as ſenſible they are-of his re- 
treats and  withdrawments from: their. 
ſouls, Cart. 3» 1,:4- They find their hearts 
like the Heliorrape,open and ſhut according 
to the acceſles and receſſes of the divine 
preſence. They that never felt any thing 
of this nature, ray call it a fancy, but the 
' Fords people are abundantly ſatisfied. 0 

the reality thereof. a 

7 Their 


bent difevorrien.. "4 "5 

Their very Countenance is altered by 

it, 1'Sam. 1. 18. the ſad and cloudy coum- 

tetiance of Hannah cleared up, there was _ 

fair weather in her very face, afſoon as ſhe 

| knew'ſhe. had audience and acceptance 
with her God. I know all commnmon 
with God. doth not conſiſt in joyes and 
Comforts, there is: as real communion 
with God i inthe mortifying and hambling 
influences' of his ſpirit upon men, as in the 
theering and refreſhing influences theres 
of. I know alſo there is a great diverfity by 
mthe degrees and meaſures thereof: 

15 not alike i in all Chriltians, nor with w 
- fame Chriſtian at all times: bur that real 
Chriſtians have true and real Communi- 
on with God in their duties, is a'truth as 
manifeſt im ſpiritual ſenſe and experience, 
of the Saints, as their communion 1s One 
with another. | 2 

8. Eighthly, Growth and improvements 

of grace in duties notably differences the* 
ſound, and unſound heart. ' All the duties 
in the world will never make' an hy oo 
cite more holy, humble, or heayenlythan 
heis : but as the watering'of a dry ſtick. 
vill ſooner rot it, than- make it flouriſh-7 
ing and fruitful. What was: Fudas the 
beeer for all thoſe heavenly- ſermons,” 
H 4 prayers, 
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rayers, and diſcourſes of Chriſt which 
e heard? and what will thy ſoul be the 
better for all the duties thou performeſt 
weekly anddaily if thy heart be unſound? 
It's plain from Foh. 15. 4. there muſt be 
an implantation into Chriſt, before there 
can be an improvement in fruitful obedi- 
ence. And it is as plain from 1 Joby 
2. 14. that the virtues of the ordinances 
muſt remain, the efficacy and powers that 
we ſometimes feel under them, mult abide 
2nd remain in the heart afterwards ; or 
we cannot grow, and be made fruitful by 
thens, | 
Bat the falſe proſcſſour 1s neither 1oot- 
ed in Chriſt by union with hum, nor doth 
or-can retain the vertue of ordinances 
within him z but like one that views his 
face in a glaſs quickly fargets what man- 
ner of man he was: his head indeed may 
grow, his knowledge may increaſe, but he 
hath a dead and withered heart. | 
But as the Saints have real Communion 
with God in duties, ſo they do make im- 
_—_ anſwerable une pc there 
is moſt certainly a ripening of their graces 
that way ; a changing or gradual tranſ 
formation from glory to glory , a ſpring- 
ing up to that full ſtature of the w_ by 


heart diſcoveries; 
Chriſt. 7 hey that are planted in: the houſe 
of the Lord, fhall flouriſh the Courts of of 
God, 'Pfal. 92. 13, 14. Fhere is pure and: 
ſincere milk in the breaſts of ordinances :. 
a behiever ſucks. the yery breaſts. of Chriſt 
mn his duties, and doth grow thereby,, 
1 Pet. 2.2. they do grow more and more 
pdicious, experienced, humble, mortified, 
and heavenly, by - converſing with the 
Lord fo frequently in his appointments. -. 

There is I confeſs. a more diſcernable 
growth and ripening in ſome Chrt- 
ſtians, than in others.: the faith of ſome 


groweth exceedingly, 2 The. 1.3. others 


more ſlowly, Heb.5. 12. but yet there 
are improvements of grace m all-ypright 


ones: habits axe more deeply radicated;- 


or fraits of obedience more increaſed. 


Obj. If any wpright ſoul be ſtumbled at 


this, av-10t being able to difoern the micreaſt 
of his graces after all his duties. © 
Seb. Let fach confider, the growth of 


grace is diſcerned as the growrh of plants - 


s, which we perceiverather Crevifſe, quam 


creſcere : to: have grown, than to grow: -  ! 


conipare fime paſt and preſent d 
way {ee it= bat ufually [oa eager pRbns 
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after more, make us' ovet-look what, we 


_ layeas nothing, 
| *Þ 
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9- Ninthly, The . 4{j#axces and. nflits | , 
ences of the- ſpirit, in. duties, ſhews.us, | | 
what we-are: no: vital ſanctifying :influ- 
ences can fall upon:carnal hearts in. duties; | | 
The ſpirit helps not, their infirmities, non F 
makes. interceſſion. for them. with: groan | 
wps.which cannot. be uttered, as he doth 
for his own people : Rom..$. 26, 27.ithey | t 
have. his aſſiitances in the-way. of common | | 
ifts, but not1in the way of ſpecial grace: | « 
+ may enable them to preach. judiciouſly, | « 
not. experimentally. : to. pray orderly and 
zeatly, not Jeelingly belteyingly, and bro, | + 
ken-heartedly : for a5:many. as are led by | t 
the ſpirit of Gad, ahi are the ſons of God, | | 
Rom. 8. 14.. he never 1D aſliſts, but where | | 
he hath furſt ſanCtified.. Carnal men fur- | | 
niſh the materials. of their- duties out of 
the ſfrength.of their parts ; aſtrang mems- 
7y,, a. good izvention, Are the fountains | 
whence they. draw. 
, But it. is otherwiſe with ſouls, truly 
gra cions: they. have ordinarily a three 
Id aſhſtanee from the ſpirit in reference 
to their daties. | 
Firſt, Before dnties, exciting them to = 
c- making. them feel their: need- of-it.: | 
fa 


the Sal of. an. empty ſtomach : 
L L094 8.. Thou ſaidft, Seek, my. face: : 
my. | 


rn 
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my heart anſwered, Thy face Lord will I 
hs... 

Secondly, In their duties, furniſhing” 
both matter and affection; as in,that text 
htely cited, Rom. 8. 26. puiding them not 
only what to ask, but how to ask. _ 

Fhirdly, after their* duties, helping 
them not.only.'to. ſuppreſs the pride-and 
vanity of their ſpirits,:but alſq" to: wait 
on.God for the acomplia of their 
deſires. 

Now though Al theſe things —_— 
tae fincerity of our hearts is ay ; 4 in, d Wn, 
nies.be founT in great variet 
prees ) among Saints, yet 1 1ey yo: 2 
ſeries unknown ' by CEPerieget | t | 
MEN,. 


6g Sufferingsfor Chriſt 


CHAP, VIIL | 
Opening the Tryals of fincerity and hy. 
4 696 by ſufferings upon the as- 
count of Retigion, 
| tryal of grace propounded, 
ww viz. by ſufferings for Reli- 
gion. 

Thouſands of Hypocrites embarque 
themſelves in the profeflion of Religion 
in a Calm; but if the wind riſeth, and the 
ka rageth, and they ſee Religion will not 
tranſport them ſafely to the Cape of their 
earthly hopes and expectations ; they 
deſire to be landed again aſlſoon as may 
be, for they never intended to ride ont a 
ſtorm for Chriſt: ſo you find Matth. 13 | 
20, 21. Hk dureth for awhile, but when tri* 


bulation or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of tn 
werd, by and by he is offended. a | 


SECT.I. 


E are now arrived at the laſt 


| aging foe 


But yet it. is not every Tryal by ſuffer- 
ings that ſeparates gold from droſs, and 
therefore my bulinels will be to ſhew, 

1. Firſt, When the fire of ſufferings 
and perſecution is hot and vehement 
cnaough.to ſeparate ou. 


2 war ly, Why it muſt needs dif. 
cover hypocriie by n it 1s. at, that. 
height. 


3.. Thirdly, What advantages ſincere 
Grace hath to endure that ſevere and 
tharp tryal. 


SECT. IL 


Ow the fire of perſecation of 

{ufterings for Religion ma! 
judged intenſe and high —_ to Eu 
rate gold and droſs. 

Firſt, When Religion, expoſes. us. to 
eminent hazard of our deepeſt-and dear- 
eſt intereſts in this: world. Such are qur 
liberties, eſtates, and lives : now: tis a 
out and hery tryal indeed. Sometimes 

it expoſes the liberties of its profeſlours, 


Revel. 2. 10. The devil ſhall caft fame of ; 


| Res. «into priſen : lometimes; their. oeagh 


pan aa took, joyfully the tailing 
"ot & joyfulythe filing 
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r66 Sufferings f# Chvift 
Heb. 11. 43% : They were foned, they Were , 
ſawn'aſunaer, they were- ſlain with the ſword," ' 
Whileſt it .'goes. no ' higher than ſome- 
ſmall inconveniencies of life, reputation 
and fenſe of- honour wilt hold a falſe” 
heart ; but when it: comes to this,. few 
willbefound'able to-enqure-1t, but” thoſe 
that-expeCtto fave no more by. Religion- 
but their ſouls, and account themſelves in: 

ood caſe if they can but ſave them with 

je loſs of all that is dear tor them in this 
world. 

Here: the falſ: heart baggles, here it 

uſually jades, and faulters. 

Secondly, The fiery Tryal_ is then 
high, when there remains no viſible hopes 
of deliverance 'or. outward incourage- 
ments to ſenſe,” that the ſcene will alter: 
when we. ſee not our ſigns, there is no more any 
prophet.,, nor any that can tell us how long, 
as the'caſe with the Churth' was-iir Pſal. 
74+ 9. then their hands' hang down; and 
their hearts: faint :' nor 1s it to be-won- 
_ dred at, when: the Jength of- troubles 
proves fo ſore a:temptatiorr even' tor the 
upright to! put-forth their hands 'to' mt- 
yyuity, 'as it js. F/al, 125. 3: it fiich a 
temptation ſhake ſach' men as, build 'on 
the rock; -it muſt-quite over-turn! thoſe 
abtng whoſe: 


when Hrimindine” EY 
whoſe foubdavion is butſand;” 

Fhirdlys Wiken'a Sr OR enz 
oaged alone'1n ſofferings,” and” 1s fhgled* 
out from the herd a5 A' deer to be: run 
down : new: it's: a+ thonſand to one-but* 
he quits. Religion 'to- ſave . Ent -gogd' 

company will: encourage 2 fatnt-heatret 
travel} po jogg/on a'predtway :<biit if he 
be forſaken, by all, as Paul*was,' ho man-to' 
ſtand by hin if left. alone, -as Elijah was, 
what can encourage him to hok] out ?-  * 

Indeee if. they had the. fame inviſible 
ſupports. thoſe. good ment had, that the 
Lord  was'\wwh-them,- that weuld' ery 
them ſteady-: but watiting thatincouragt 
ment frommwithing and all ſhrinking away 
from- without 3 Uhey' quickly tyre. down: 
neht. . - | 
*Fourthby, When. near relativns av Itt- 
timates 6gpoſe and ternfit vs. ''*FHe Pro- 
phet ſpeaks of a%time Avent "mans one: 
mies ſhall be the men of his own houſe, it way 
be the wife of. his boſome, Afica. 7.5, 6. 
Owhat a tryal 1s that which Chriſt men-- 
tions in Lake r4. 26. when we. muſt hate 
father and mother, wife and* children, or 


quit claim to- Chriſt and heaven ? "Ehis 3s. 


hard work indeed. | 
gow hard did that.truly noble and* re- 
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nowned Galeacius Caracciobs find this! Q. 


what a confli; found he in his bowels ! 
Now Chriſt and our deareſt intereſt come 


to meet like two men upen a narrow - 


bridge, if one go forward, the other muſt 
go back, and now the predominant inte. 
reſt canno longer be concealed. 

_ Fifthly, When powerful temptations 


are mixed with cruel ſuffermgs, when we 


are ſtrongly tempted, as well as cruelly 
perſecuted ; this blows up the fire to a 
vehement height. This was the tryal 
> Tk precious primitive. believers, 

- 11. 35, 37» were ftoned, they 
were ſawn aſunder, yer tempted : = 
was life, Iiberty and preferment fet' upon 
one hand; and death in the moſt formi- 
dable ſhape npon the other. This can- 
not but bea great tryal to any : but eſpe- 
cially when a cruel death, and: tender 


temper meet z, then the: tryal *Foes high 
indeed. 6 eas 446 


SECT. 


AE 4. i p——— ad. to. nate. i com; A. a. x. - a 26. 


SEC T. III. 


2. Nd that ſuch fofferings as theſe will 
| diſcover the falfeneſs and rotten- 


pane oY 


neſs of mens hearts cannot be doubted, if _ 


you conſider that this is the fire defigned 
by God for this very uſe'and purpoſe to. 
ſeparate the gold from the droſs, ſo you will 
find it, 1 Pet. 4- 12. Beloved think it . pet 
ftrange concerning the fiery tryal, which 1s 
torry you, ( 4.e. ) the very deſign and aim 
of providence in permitting and order- 
ing them is to try you. The deſign of 
Satan is tO fro you, but Gods deſign 
sto ery you. Upon this account you find 
the hour of perſecution (1n a futableno. 
tion ) call'd the hour of temptation, or pro- 
bation, Rev. 3. 10. for then prof; 
xeffted to the very bran : ſearched to 
tte very bottom principles. This is the 
wage m_ py pn wan 4x which all the 
yd, and all that do wickedly ſhall be «s 
fubble, Mal. 4. 1. for, SihaR 
_ 1. Firſt, In that day the predominant 
ntereſt muſt appear, .agd be diſcovered : 
8 can be concealed no longer, ne mer cas; 
ſerve. 


: ys "$5. 

170 - why ſuffering muſt 
ſerve two maſters, ſaith Chriſt, Like 16. 13. 
a man may ſerve many maſters, if they all 
command the ſame- things, or things ſub- 
ordinate'to each other ; but he cannut 
ſerve two maſters if their Commands 
claſhand interfere with each other ;' and 
{uch are the commands of Chrilt and the 


fleſh in a ſnffering hour : Chrift faith, be, 


thou faithful to 'the death :, the fleſh ſaith: 
 ſparethy ſelf, and ſecure the comforts of 
life.:: Chriſt faith, He that loveth Father, 
or Mother, Wife or Chitdren, Lands or 
Inheritances more than me, is not werthy 
of me. Fleſh ſaith, he that will grieve 
and break the hearts of ſuch dear relati- 
ons, and forſake when he might keep ſuch 
earthly accommodations, 1s not Worn 
of- them. \ 

Thus the two intereſts come 1n full OP- 
poſition: and now have bat patience to 
wait a little, and you ſhall diſcern which 
is predominant.'. A dg follows two men 


while they bothy walk one way ; and you 


know.not- which of the two is his maſter 5 


ſtay. but a little till their path parts, and. 
then you ſhall quickly ſee who is his ma- 


ſer. So is it inthis cafe.  : 
/2-: Secondly, In. that: day ſenſible- ſop- 


parts fail and-all a mans. xclief' comes - 
' 


SS 


.. 22. EB. ct, 2.6 .R.4©29552..2 :-- 


' diſcover hearts, wor. 

by. the pure and immediate: aCtings of. 
faithz, and-. were it nqt for thoſe reliefs;: 
his heart would ſoon faint and dye away: 
under diſcouragements, 2 Cor. 4+- 17, 18-2 
| We faint not, whileſt we look, not at (the: 
things which are ſeen, for they are Tempo- 
ral; but at the things which: are not ſeen, 


F » © # 


him? no relief but what-cames in throught ; 
his ſenſes ? hb > © 


3» . Thirdly,.,In.that day all meer Noti- 
Ms and Speculations. about Religion ya-: 
uſb, and notbing, reheves-and ſatisfies;thes 
uffering foul; but-what it really;beheves, 
ad what. it hath ſatisfying prook and ex-3 
perience of 72 b1m1ſe/f. 1 There are; agreats 
many pretty pleaſing notions with 'which: 
Ur minds are entertained: with-ſome de-: 
lght in times of peace, which-can do; us! 
w ſeryice..at-allin the day; of trouble; 
ad-for qur ſpeculative poprocicah knots 
pit edge 


I72 why ſufferings muſt 
ledge of the greateſt truths in Re 


gion, as little ſervice is to be expedited 


from? them. Except we ' have better 
evidence - and ſecurity about them, we 
ſhall be loth to venture all upon the 
credit of them : that's a very confidera- 
ble paſſage to this purpoſe in Heh, 


Io. 34. Te took joyfuily the ſpoiling of your 


goods, {knowing #n your ſelves | that ye 
ave in heaven a better and more enduri 
ſubſtance : this knowing in our ſelves be 
inward ſenſible experiences. taſte, a 
feeling, which is abundantly fatisfying to 
the ſoul ; and ſtands oppoſed to all that 
traditional knowledge we receive from 
others ; which, as 1t leaves the min] 
fluctuating, ſo the heart alſo. dead and 
comfortlets. | 

- 4 Fourthly, In that day the root and 
foundation of a mans faith and hope' is 
tryed, and then they that have built up- 
on the ſand muſt needs: fail : for every 
thing is as its foundation is : principles 
are to us, what aroot-is to a tree; Of 
a foundation to an houſe, a flaw, or g 
defe&t there ruines all : this we find fo 
be the very ſcope of thoſe two famous 


parables, Eake 14. 25. and Matth. 13. 21- 


lefler: troubles ſhake but the ny 
t 


__ diſcover hearts. . 173 
but theſe tyre the root-: if nothing be 
found there but ſelf ends, the force of 
education, the inflnence af examples ; 
ſucely when the winds riſe high, and beat 
upon it, they will quickly lay the loftieſt 

ſlour eyen with the gronnd. | 
And thys you ſee what: a Of an 


is, and- what diſcoveries of Aypacriſie 1t 
muſt needs make ; for. now the Z 

oite like Orpha will forſake Religion, 
but ſincerity. will make the ſoul cleave ta 
it, 53 Ruth did to Naewi. = 
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3. 771 Tea advanrages finceriny's pines 
'the ſoul -for (its eſtabliſhment 


and perſeverance in toffering' times, I ſhall 
briefly. account” for In” the following! = 
ticulars.' 


1. Firſt, -Sincete' zodlineſs dethroties 


that 7do! the love of this world, in all 
true Chriſtians ; and this 1s.1t that. makes 
men ſhrink and flinch from Chriſt in a 
day of ſuffering. I do not deny bur even 
believers themſelves love the world too 
much, but they love it not as their chief 
good , it 1s not their portion or happt- 
neſs, if any man ſo love the 'world, the 
love of the Faber is not in him, 1 Joh. 2. 15: 
- how much ſoever a ſincere Chriſtian loves 
the world, yet ſtill it is in ſubordination 
to the love of God, Foh. 21. 15. Sincertty 
can conſiſt with no other love of the 
world ; it will not ſuffer ſach a curſed 
plant to grow under its ſhadow. 
Now, what is it but this inordinate fu- 
pream love of the Creature that makes 
men forſake Chriſt in time of tempratt- 
on 
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- to exdnre this Tryal, ©  195- 
on2. this was the ruine of+.that* young 
man, Matth. 19. 22. - he went» away ſorrow*-\ 
ful, for he had. great poſſeſſions. © 'This was: 
the overthrow of Demas,, 2 Tim. 4:10... 
he hath forſaken me ( laith the ,. Apoſtle) 
having loved ti;zs preſent world : the love 
of this world like ſapin green wood: will . 
not ſuffer you to, burn; for. Chriſt. get;: 
but the heart mortified-to the creature: 
by a diſcoyery of better things in heaven) 
and it will eſtabliſh and fix your'fpirits, 
that it ſhall not be in the power of 'crea«. 
tures to ſhake you. off from Chriſt -your ! 
foundation. ;. {0 4 2 nj ot Lieut 
-2, Secondly, Sincerity knits-the ſoulto? 
Chriſt, and union with him ſecures-us: in- 
the:great tryals : munimur quarters Wi- 
mur.. I he Hypocrite having ne union with: 
Chriſt, can ; have no communion-from-. 
him 3, nor communications of grace;withs 
him; andſo that . little ſtock: of his-own; 
being quickly ſpent, (I mean» natural 
Coprage. and reſolution ) and no/zacomes 
| from Chriſt, he muſt needs: give: up ina. 
ſhort time: .but-it. is-with a believer -it-a- 
y of trouble, as itis-with aariſor-be-: 
dby Land, but free and open te the: 
Ka; whence freſh ſupplies are daily; fent; 
ntorelieye. it : Jee 2-Cor,'1. $:-45;the:faf>: 
[  fermgs 


176 The advantages of fincerity 
erings of Chrift abound in us, ſo our 
pen alſo aboundeth by Chriſt ER 50 
and daily ſupplyes propeftionable to our 
expences, and decays of ſtrength. $0 
Col. i. 11. Strengthened with all might in 
the inner man, according to his ploriow 
power 5, wnito all patience, and long-h ermg 
with joyfulnef : and this is the believers 
. greatadyantage by his union with Chriſt 
 n aay of tryal. 
- 3, Thirdly, As ſincerity unites the 
Toul with Chriſt, ſo it ſets the heart upon 
heaven and things eternal, Col. 3. 1, Ge. 
ſurely nothing is more conducive to our 
ſtability than this, in- the hour of tem- 
ptation. 18 


This is the moſt efftectual preſervative 


from temptations upon the right hand, 


and _= the left. Afoſes could caſt a 
King 


om at his heels, deſpiſe the riches, 
pleaſures and honours of Eyypr, whileſt 
his eye was fixed upon him that is invk 
fible; andhad reſpect to the recompence 
of reward, Heb. 11.24, 25,26. Andit 
was a brave reply of the Forty Marryrs t6 
Valence the Emperour, tempting themwith 
the- ape and roger of the 
world ; *Why offer you theſe trifles tom 
when ped tbo wil world is —y ; 
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fo endure this Tryal.” 177 
by w ? And for temptations 'on the lefr 
hand, how little can they move that ſon}, 
who realizes the glory of the approach- 
ing world, and ſees the afflictions and 
ſufferings of this world preparing him 
for, and haſtening him to the enjoyment 
of it ? temptations: meet but with cold 
entertainment from ſuch fouls; | 

4. Fourthly,”.Sincerity drives but one 
deſign, and that is to pleaſe and enjoy 
God ; and what can more eſtabliſh and 
fix the ſoul in the hour of temptations 
than this ?- The reaſon why the Hypo- 
crite is unſtable in all his 'wayes'1s given 
vs by the Apoſtle Fames 1. 8. he'is a 
double minded man N,& evne'a man 
of two ſouls in one body ; - as a prophane 
wretch once boaſted, that he had one 
foul for God, another. for any thitg.* 
but all the deſigns of a gracious heart; 
areunited in one : afd fo the-intire ſtreatr 
of his affections runs ſtrong. I 
Tis baſe by-ends and: (elf-intereſts 
that like a great many ditches cut ont of 
the bank of a River, draw away -the 
| ſtream out of its - proper Chanel, and 
make its waters fail : but- if the heart 
be united for God as the cxpreſlion is, 

| | Pſal. 


ZPſal. $6.11. then we may fay'of ſuchn 
Chriſtian, as was {aid of a young Roman, 
cquid wilt, valde wilt : what he doth, 


done with all his might. Arad this 


was the ground 'of that faying,-liberet me 
«Deus ab homene unins tantiom negotis : a man 
of one only deſign puts to all his ſtrength 
ck carry 1t : nothing -can Itand before 

3: Fifthly, 'Sincerity brings a mans 
#7lll into ſubjection to.the will of -God;z 
and this being done, the greateſt dan- 
ger -and difficulty 4s over with ſuch a 


man. This is 'that holy oyle -which. 


makes the wheels of the foul run gpabl 
even in difficult paths of obedience, rm 
tarda unites rote. Let but a man be-once 
brought'to that, The will of the Lord be 
&oxe;, as it is, Afts2.1. 13. to ſee 'the 
higheft reaſon - of cheerful obedience an 
the holy, juſt and good will of God; 
and then the difficulty is over : he can 
luſter .querly, what men inflict wn- 
6. Sixthly, Sincerity takes its meaſures 
of preſent things by the rules of -faithy 
and eternity-: it goes :not by the ſame 
reckoning -and account :that others r= 
W 
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|. © rorndare #5 TIMNal.” | 499 
| _wvhouthe of "things Tere, -ard "the 
| | NN They hs þ-4 preſent world : 
'| #2 Cor. 4. 18. We look vot at the things 
|  hur ave ſeen, bit at "the things (that are 
net ſeen ; and 'this ts there giveh As the 
| Yeaſon bf his fot fairting under preſent 
difficulties : ſo' Rom. B. 18. 7 then that 
the ſufferings of the preſent time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which 
fhall be revealed tm 14 : he will not allow 
himſelf to undervalue eternal glory by 
once mentioning preſent ſufferings, in a 
way of bemoaning himſelf for them : a 
ſteady eye upon the other world makes 
more_than Conquerours over the trou- 
les of this world. 

7. Seventhly, To conclude, Sincerity 
alone hath all the heavenly aids and af- 
fiſkances to ſtability and perſeverance in 
ſuffering times. Upright ones ( and 
| fuch only ) have Chriſts 5nrerceſſion in 
' heaven for them, Rom. 8. 34. Theſpirits 
| +viſollez in all their troubles, 1 Per. 
| 4-14. the ſpirit of glory and of God 
\ reſteth on them : the beneficial mz 
of Angels, who are ſent forth upon their 
account, Heb. 1. 14. A fock of prayers 
going for them all the world over, Eph. 
| I 2 _ 18. 
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180 The advantages of ſincerity, &c, 
6.18. Multitudes of precious promiſes: in 
the Scriptures, for eyery line, word and 
ſyllable of which the faithfulneſs of God 
ands engaged : ſo that it's impoſſible 
ſuch gold can periſh in the hire. 
And thus of the ſeveral wayes by 
which grace is here tryed. 


The defignrof Grd, 181 


CHAP. IX. 


Opening the deſigns and ends of God 
inbringing of the profeſſours of Re- 
ligion into ſuch various Tryals of 
their graces in this world. 


SECT..1.. 


Heſe are ſome of the wayes an4 
| methods in which God brings 
his Gold to the Touchſtone, 
and to the fre; even in th's 
world-z before the+ awful and ſolemn 
Tryal they muſt come to in the final 
Jadgement. And ifwe defire to be fatis- 
hed what the deſign and end of God in 

i; Making ſuch probarions of his people is, 
We muſt conclude in the general, ne 
ctainly defigns his own glory, and his 
 Feoplesadyantage, and profit in them. If 
tefuffer them to be tryed by reproaches, 
| happy are they, the ſpirit of God and glory 
| refeth on them; there's their profit ; and 
though his name be evil ſpoken, yet in 
E 3 the 


} 


} 
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the meekneſs of their ſpirits, he 5 glorif- 
ed, aS1t 1s 1 Pet. 4. 14. If the ſcourge 

fadaenly, he laugheth at the tryal of the une. 
cent, fob 9. 23, not, at, their. affliftions, 
but at the effttts andbleſſed ifſues and re- 
ſults of them : not that it gives them 


this/account-the Apoſtle. bids us.comnt-it-all 
Joy when we fatl:into divers.temptations 
or tryals : and ſt the more-tryals-the 
more Joy ; for thereby God will produce 
fuch'effefts as are more: precious than 
gold that perifheth, 1 Per. 1.7. O: who 
can, value. the.comfort that: is. taſted; byi 
the ſpul ppon.the Tryal, and, diſcovery of 
its ſincerity !-when. aftex;ſome ſore tem- 


, - # + 


Pfation, wherein Gogh hathy helped us.to 


maintain our mtegrity,'; OF alter. l9mme;- 
cloſe, piaching akliGion, whereig-we haye) 


diſcovered.in. our ſelyes. a. fweet refigna-! 
tion to, and contentment. in-the-wall of 


God.;z. an, heart cleaving to- the Lords: 


purged. and.made, more; ſpiritual; under 
the rod;. we can. tugn. to the Lord, and 
appeal. to-him.as.-the Prophet did; Jexs- 


12. 3. Butthon 0: Lord kuoweſt me, thouhaſt: 


thees 
Flay 


p43 but that i16-g1ves him glory : upon- 


feen. me,, ad, tryed - mine. heart - touneds 


| 
| 


in the Troabof bus people, 183+. 

F fay who can daty value ſuch an ad” 
| vantage, who would exchange fuck « 
 comfortfor all thegold' and filver inthe 
world! how many, tryals foever God 
| brings his people under, to be ſure nei- 
| therlns own glory nor their tereſt” ſbalt 
ſuffer any damage by them. 


SECT. IE 


Ut more particularly, Let us bring: 

| our thoughts cloſe to the marter” be- 
tore us; and we ſhallfind many great ad-. 

, vantages and benefits riſing out” of theſe: 


Erpals of. ſincerity ; for... | 

2: Firſt, Hereby Hypocriſte 1s-unmask: - 
ef and. diſcovered; The vizard'is placke” 
of from the falſe profeſſour, and hs true. 
natural face and complexion ſhewn to the - 

| World; and in this there is a great deal 
of good. E” = 
| _ Objett. Goed, you will ſay, where lyes it 27 

| the, world ſees the miſchief and fd ef<* 


| ſells of it 5 many are ſtumbled . any uy; are” 
hardned by- it, woe to the. world brcauſe of 
ences, Matth. 16. 7. ; * | 


h. . E4 Solc. 
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Sol. True, ſome are prejudiced and 
hardened by it, ſo as never to have good 
thoughts of the wayes and people of God 
; more; that's ſad indeed, however there- 
in God accompliſhes his word, and exe- 
cuteth his decree. And though theſe pe- 
Tiſh; yet | 

Firſt, Others are warned, awakened, 
and ſet a ſearching their own hears more | 
narrowly than evcr; anc this is good : 
I Cor. 10. 11, 12. now theſe were our ex- 
amples, wherefore let him that thinketh he 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 

Secondly, Hereby ſin 1s ſhamed, and it 
is good when fin that hath expoſed men 
to ſo much ſhame, ſhall be it ſelf expoſed 
to ſhame. ' This is the juſt reward of ſin, 
Jer. 13.25, 26. This ts thy lot, the portion 
of thy meaſures from me, ſaith the Lord; be- 
cauſe thou haſt forgotten me, and truſted im 
falſhood, therefore will 1 dsſcover thy shirts 
upon thy face that thy ſhame may appear. 

The turning up the skirt is a modeſt 
expreſſion of expoſing a perſon to the 
greateſt ſhame : 1n the day of Tryal God 
by diſcovering hypocrifie ſhames the hy- 
pocrite : and ſurely many ſuch diſcove- 
ries are made of men at this day; we 
may ſee fin that lurked cloſe in the heart 

| before, 


| 


| 


BY 
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before, now laid open before all 1ſ-acl' 
and before the Sun. 

Thirdly, Hereby the poor ſelf-couzen- 
ing hypocrite hath the greateſt opportu- 
nity and advantage that eyer was before 
him in all his life, to recover himſelf out 
of the ſnare of the Devil : -now all his 
nretences are gone : now that which like 
a ſhield was advanced againſt the arrows 
of reproof and conviftion'1s gone: now 
a poor creature ſtands naked and ftript” - 
oat of all his pleas as a fair and open 
mark to the word, and his own conſci- 
ence; and happy will it be for him if now 
the Lord make conviction to enter point- 
blank into his ſou]: all theſe are bleſſed 
effefts of the diſcovery of Hypocriſte. © 

2. Secondly, By theſe tryals integrity 
iscleared up, and the doabts and fears of 
many npright and holy ones allayed and 


quicted, refolved and fatished. 


O what would many a poor Chriſtian 
aye for ſatisfaction in that great point of 
Incerity + how many tears have ben ſhed 
ty God in ſecret upon that account ? how 
many hours have been ſpent in examina- 
tion-of his own heart about it, an4 tilt 
Falouſies and fears hang vpon his heart ? 


| doubts what he may prove at laſt : 


l5 Well” 
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VVell, ſaith, God, let. his ſincerity then; - 


cone to the teſt ; kindle the fire and caſt 


in my-gold.. Tryals are the high. way to. 


allurance :. let-my, child ſee that, he loyes. 
me more than theſe, that his heart 1s up- 
Tight: with me. I will try him. by profperity 
and by.. adverlity..; by. perſecutions and 
temptations; and he ſhall ſce: his heart 1s. 
better than. he ſuſpects it to be; This. 
ſhall be the day. of reſolution. to. his. fears 
and doubts. | 

The Apoſtle ſpeaking of Hereſies, 
1. Cor. 11.7, 9. puts a neceſlity, upon: 
them.  There.muſt be Hereftes. ( faith, he) 
that they which. are approved may. be made 
—_— | 
( and for.the ſame end ) of all other try- 
als. of gracc, that the lovely. beautiful 
ſyect face of ſincerity may be opened 
Ametimes tothe world to enamiour them,, 


and to the ſoul in whom it is, to ſatisfie it. 


that it doth not. perionate a Chriſtian, but 
livesthe very life of a Chriſtian, and hath 
the very fpirit. and-principles of a Chri- 
{tian in him. | 

3. Thirdly, By theſe tryals pride and: 
ſelf-confidence: is deſtroyed and mortified- 
in the Saints as much- as by. any thing. 1n 


the. world : we never ſce- what, poor 
weak: 


The. ſame neceſſity there 1s. 
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weak creatures we are. till we come tothe” 
tryal. It's ſaid, Dewr. 8. 2. God"led: 7/- 
rae through the defart to prove them and 
to humble them : when' we, are proved. 
then we are:þambled. Thoſe that over: 
reckon their graces before the tryal,. ſee- 
they muſt' come-t@i another account and: 
take new meaſures of themſelves. after: 
they- have been upon-tryal. 

Ah! little-did'I think, faith, one that: T: 
had ſo much love for the world, and' ſo- 
Ittle for God, till affliftions tryed . it, I: 
could not have believed that ever the 
creature had got ſo deep inte my. heartz. 
til-providence either threatned 'or 'mide+ 
a ſeparation, and then: I found” it. '; 
thought T had beenrich 1n faith; till ſucha, 
danger befel me; or fuch: a want'begatr. 
topinch hard; and then-IT ſaw hoiv.una-. 
ble-I' was to traſt” Gad'for protecton,,or © 
proviſion; O©1it's.a good thing that ,ouy; 
hearts. be Kept humble and lowly, how: 
, nichſoever they be in grace. SI 

4. Fourthly, By tryals grace'is Kept in: 
cxerciſe, and the. gracious ſoul: preſerved. 
ſrom./ſecurity and ſpiritual Nothfulneſs : 
Iryals are to grace. what | the- eſtuations. 
and *continual agitations of: the waters: 
tee to the ſea :. or what. the racking of. 

iy Wines: 
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Wines from the Lees is to it : were it 
not for our frcqu2nt tryals and exerciſes, 
we ſhould quickly ſettle upon the Lees, 
and our duties would be ( as God com- 


' plains of Ephraim) like ſowre or dead 


drink, Hof. 4. 18. flat, and ſpiritleſs. 
Moab bath been at eaſe from his youth, and 
be hath ſettled on his lees, and hath not been 
emptied from veſſel to veſſel, neither hath he 
gone wto Captivity ;, therefore his taſte re- 
mained in him, and his ſcent is not changed, 
Jer. 48. 11. 

Much after that rate it would be with 
our hearts, did not the Lord frequently 
try and exerciſe them: let the beſt man 
be without ſome tryal or other but a few 
moneths, and you may find the want of it 
in his prayers and conferences quickly. 
O what a tang of formality will be 
found in them ! and is it for the honour 
of God or profit of his people that i 
ſhould be 1ſo ? no, no, the Lord knows 
it is not ; but how ſhall their ſpirits be 
reduced to the former zcalous heavenly 
temper again; why, ſaith the Lord, they 
muſt into the Furnace again. I will melt 
them aud try them, for how fhall I ao for 
the dauzhter of my pecple ! Jer. g. 7. LIlove 
them too well to loſe them for want w a 

rad: 
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rod : alas! if I ſhould ſuffer things to 'go 

on at this rate, what will become of them 

in alittle time? what delight can I take in 

their duties! when the faith, fervour, hu- 

mility, and holy ſeriouſneſs of their ſpi- 

rits is wanting 1n them ? 1 will therefore 
refine them as ſulver 1s refined, and try them 

a5 gold 1s tryed, and they ſhall call upon my 

name, and 1 will hear them: and I wilt ſay 
it ss my people, and they ſhall ſay the Lord 
;smy God, Zech. 13.9. and thus the Lord 

chides himſelf friend again with his 
people. 

Thus he recovers them to their true 
temper, and thus his viſitations do pre-' 
ſerve their ſpirits : and when the Lord 
ſees theſe ſweet effects of his tryals upon 
them, it greatly pleaſeth tim. O now 
ſaith God I like it. This providence 
hath done them good, this rod was welt 
beftowed, the letting looſe of this tem- 
ptation or that correption upon them, 
hath made them find their knees again, 
now I hear the voice of my child again. 

. Beloved. this is a bleiled fruit and ef- 
tect of our frequent tryals, and how yn- 
grateful ſoever they are to iieſh and blood 
tht aiteCts caſe and is lothto be iſtur- 


bcd; 


3 
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bed; yet it is neceſſary to the preſerya- 


tion of our ſpirits. 


5- Fifthly, By-the tryal of our graces. 


Saran is defeated, and his. accuſations of 
the Saints-found to be meer flanders. It 


is. a very common thing with the devit: 
and wicked men to accuſe the people of 


God of  Hypocriſie,and to tell the world 
they are not the men and women they are 
taken tobe ;.. and that if their inſide were 


butturned out by ſome through tryal, or- 


| deep fearch,. it would appear thar Reli. 
gion did not indeed live in their fouls as 
they-pretend-; but that. they only: aft a 
part, and, perfonate heavenly and mor- 


tified perfons:; upon the publick itage- of 


profeſſion. 
Thus the Accuſer of the brethren fig: 


geſts the Hypocriſie of Fob,.Cap..2. 5. put! 


farth thine; hand now and touch his bone and 
his. fleſh, and he will curſe thee to thy: face: 


q. 4., Well-might-Fob' terve- thee, whilelt: 
thou haſt been ſo bountiful: a: maſter to 
him ; he hath been well rewarded for all 


the ſervice he hath done thee ;, butt thou. 


ſtop tlie current of his: proſperity, thon- 
thalt fee how: quickly | he will ſtop the- 
courie of, his duty: a few-laſhes from thy 


hand; 


| 


hand, will make, him. curſe thee to: thy: 


face: but O what ſhame,and.diſpappoint> | 
ment was. it. to that,envious ſpirit, what 


| avindication of, 7obs integrity, when. un-- 
der the- greateſt tryals-of. his. faith-and. 
patience, he ſtil held, falt; his integrity, 
_ and ſhews himfelt, as great a, pattern of. 
patience under the. crols, as he: had been 
of piety inthe dayes of his, greateſt. pro. 
ſperizy.! Satan. gets nothing, by bringing: 
forth the Saints. upon the ſtage, to. be 
made a ſpectacle to angels and men; as it. 
IS, 1 Cor. 4+ 9» 

6. Sixthly. and Laſtly, The ſreguent- 
tryals. of: grace- exhibit, a full and. living, 
Teſtimony. againſt the Atheiſm of the. 
world. "Fhele prove beyondall words-or: 
arguments that Religion-is no, fancy; but, 
the greatcſt -reality, in. the world : men: 


would make Religion. but .a fancy, and; 


the-zealof-; its-profeſlours, but the.intem--. 
perate-heat- of ſome crazy-brains,, oyer-, 
heated witha.fond notion. | \ 5, 
They that never feit the real influences. 
of Religion upon their own ſouls, will 
not believe that others do feel them. Se- 
rious piey 1s become the-Iudicrous ſub- 
ect. with which the wanton Wits of this 
Atheiſtical world ſport_themſelves.. But 


behold 
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behold the wiſdom and goodneſs of God 
exhibiting to the world the undeniable 
teſtimonies of the truth of Religion, as 


often as the ſincere profeſſours thereof are + + 


brought to the teſt by affiiCtions from the 
hand of Gecd, or perſecutions from the 
hands of men. Loe here # the faith and 
Pony the Saints : here 1s the courage; 
meekneſs, and ſelf-denyal ſhining as gold 
in there : they have the real proofs of it 
| before their eyes: inſtead of caſting theni 
into hell, and convincing them by eternal 
fire, he is pleaſed to caſt his own people 
1ntothe fire of affliction, that they who 
ſcoff at them may be convinced at an eaſier 
and cheaper rate. It is. no new thing to 
ſee the enemies of Religion brought over 
to embrace it, by the conſtancy and faith- 
fulneſs of the Saints 1n their tryals and 
ſufferings for it. God grant that the A- 
theiſm of this preſent generation do not 
_ occaſion a more hiery tryal to the people 
of God in it, than they have yet ſuffered. 


CHAP. 
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| | CHAP. X. 


Shewing that grace only is to be reckon- 
ed ſincere and real, which cay endure 
thoſe tryals which God appoints or 
permits for the diſcovery of it. 


SEG 1. 


Efore I offer you the proofs and 
evidences of this truth, it will 
be neceſſary to preyent ſome 

miſtakes that may be occaſioned 

by miſunderſtanding of it. 3 


Caution I. 


And in the firſt place, we are not to 
think aſſurance of our fincerity impoſlible - 
| tobe had in this life, becauſe as long as 
| we live here we are in a ſtate of tryal ; 
and how many tryals ſoever haye been . 
made upon us already, yet ſtill there are  F| 
more to come ; and we know not what «| 
we 
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we ſhall proye in future tryals, though 
God hath kept us upright in formertry- 


als : no, no, this is none of my meaning ; 
nor doth ſuch a concluſion neceffarily fol- 
low this aſlertion :. for a Chriſtian that 
hath rightly cloſed with Chriſt at firſt, 
and, been. faithful in the duties of active 
and paſtive. obedience hitherto, may be 


affured upon good. grounds of a victory - 


before he come to the fire of his remain- 
ingtryals: So was the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 
35, &C. who ſhall ſeparate #s from the love 
of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulatron, or diſtreſs, or 


perſecution, or famine, or nakednefi, or peril,.. 


or. ſword? nay in alltheſe we are more. that 
eongquerours, through him that hath loved us-: 
here's an aſſured triumph befone the: 
Combate. So Job 23. 10. but he krow- 


eth the way that I'take, when he hath try--' 


ed me, I ſhall come forth as gold: he ap- 
peals to God for: the- ſincerity of his. 
heart, ſo far as he had hitherto gone in the 
way of Religion; and. thence concludes 
that whatever-tryals God- ſhould (bring 
him to. for time to- come, he ſhoulgd- come: 
forth as-gold, ( 5. e. ) he ſhould not-loſe 
onegrainbythefire ; and this confidence 
of a gracious ſoul is built not only upon 
experience- gained int former tryals; but 

| upon 


— ca. TA A. od dds aid 


for, him in_ the: Covenant of* grace, to 


keep: him: in the- greateſt. dangers. that 


befathimin this:world. 


. He believes: the- power of God isable- 
to make- him: ſtand, though: he hath no - 


power. nor- might in himſelf to- over- 
come the. leaſt- temptation, 1 Pet. 1+ 5. 


you are kept openers, ( kept as: with 
agarri{on )- by.the power of God through 
faith unto ſalvation : when Chriſt: hath- 


once. taken poſſeflion- of the ſoul by 


lis: ſpirit, he fortifies:it by his power as- 


& garriſon, that: uſing- the means, it- be 


ſyrprized:or betrayed'.no- mMOore:- into the- 


enemies hand, ſo as finally to be loſt. 
He: builds: this: confidence: alſo: on 


the-promiſes of: God, which are his-ſecu-: 
ity in all. future-dangers' : and'how- are. - 
all the- pages of the Bible beſpangled 


with ſuch promiſes, as. the firmament- is 
Wh. bright and- glorious ſtars !: ſuch 
ae-theſe: of the- firſt magnitude, 1+ Cor. 
118, 9, Chriſt+ ſhall confirm you to the. ends 
that. ye may be. blimele fn» the day of © our- 
Lord Teſus-Chriſf God is faithful by whom 
Je are called. inta the fellowſhip of his - Som 


Jeſus 
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upon; faith: in. the power, promifts, and. 
fairkfulreſ- of God: which are- engaged: 
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Feſus Chrift our Lord: and no leſs ſatif. 

fying and ſweet is that, Jer. 32. 40. And 

1 will make an everlaſting Covenant with 

them, that I will not turn. away from them 

to do them good ; but will put my fear 
in their hearts, that they ſhall not depart 

from me: and of the ſame nature 1s that 

alſo, John 10. 27, 28. My ſheep hear my 

- Voice, and I know them and they follow 

me : and I give unto them eternal life ; 

and they ſhall never periſh : neither ſhall 

any man pluck them out of my hand. 

If there be any Hypocrite in ſheeps cloath- 
37g, he hath no part nor lot in this 
promiſe; but it ſecures the whole flock 
of Chriſt, great and ſinall, againſt all 
danger. - 

He alfo builds his aſſurance upon' the 
faithfulneſs of God, which ſtands enga- 

ed to make good cyery line, word and 
able of his promiſes to his people: : 
ſo we find it in 1 Cor. 10. 13. Therehath 
no temptation taken you but ſuch as is com- 
mon to man ;, but Godis faithful, who will | 
not ſuffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able but will with every temptation 
make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able 
to bear it : and 2 Theſ, 3. 3. but the Lord 
| js 
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is faithful, who ſhall ſtabliſh you, and keep 


| your from evil. | 
| 
| 


. Add to this the conſtant prevalent in- - 
terceſſion of Chriſt in Heaven ' for his 
people in all their tryals, and then you 
will ſee a ſincere Chriſtian- need not to 
deny himſelf the joy and comfort of his 
aſſurance upon the account and ſuppoſiti- 
on of ;his future tryals. 


SECT. II. 


Cantion 2. 


Or do we here ſuppoſe in this aſ- 
ſextion, that inherent grace in the 
Saints hath a ſufficiency of. ability in it 
ſelf to endure the, greateſt and ſevereſt 
tryals that can befall it in this world. 
Itis certain that it ſhall be carryed ſafely 
through all, but not in its own ſtrength 
and ability, $ 

| -Thatisatrue obſervation of the learn» 
| dGerſor : perfeltiones ſtbi relifta, ſunt pon- 
dera ad rninam : the moſt perfeft crea- 
tare left to it felf will fall into __ 
0 


os HS. A RB 
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This was-exerplified -in'the -4yydls that 
fell, and in Adam, though in *a-'perfeRt 
fate: divine preſervation is The Prop 
which ſupports the beft erciitures [from 
Tuine. - ' Grace it ſelf -is but -a (creature, 
and -therefore a Uzpendefit being :- it is 
but a-{tream,and depends upon 'the typ- 
ply of the fountaif; if 'the Toufttain Jet 
not forth it ſelf, att becornes'of the 
ſtream ? That's a true and judicious ob- 
{ſervation of the learned Dr. Ames ; 
Perſeverantia Frwo , vel -1mmmtabilis e- 
rum Conditio ſecundum integram ejus rati- 
onem, non pervenit 4 principio #ntrinſeca 
ſolo, nec a ſolo extrinjeso ;)ſed partim ab in- 
trinſeco,, ex natura vite ſpiritualis a Chriſto 
ſtentis ': & partim db extvitiſees, ox oujſt- 
ara, proteitione, & 'diretbione Det : Aiteſli 
Coronis Art. 5. Theperſeverance 6f be- 
ltevers, or the immutabjlity of )theiricon- 
dition, if we view the whole gu afd 
' reaſon of it, is not wholly from within, 
nor wholly from without it {elf : bit 
partly from the nature of the #pifitual 
life which flows tfrom Chritt :iatothem; 
and partly from the keeping, protection 
and direction of God. - 'Thatiprotechion 
is alwayes afforded to this life oFgra, 
an 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
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and this life of grace alwayes needs that 


protection. The beſt of men are bur- 


men at beſt, as one ſpeaks : it was not 
Peters grace and reſolution that kept 
him, but Chriſts care of him and inter- 


-ceſſion for him, Luke. 22.-32. .Be froug 


#2: the Lord, ( faith the apoſtle) ard 37 


the :power of his might, Eph .'6. 10. With- 
out me \( {aith Chriſt )) you cando tothing, 
John 15. 5. 


Neither of theſe is-that which I have 
before me to prove, {but this 1s that which 
1 aim at; That fuch feeming grace as 
was never-yet brought :to the'tryal, nor 
willbe able to bear the tryal when Gotl 
ſhall-bring it thereto; muſt not paſs for 
current (as too frequently it doth) 
among us; ſuch gracewill neither-com> 
fortus now, nor ſave us hereafter : for, 


Fryed grace is tratgrate, Tgg | 
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SEC L.+ EL. 


1. F7lrſt, Great numbers of perſons in 
the profeſling world are. deceived 
and. deſtroyed by truſting to ſeeming and 


untried grace. "This was the miſerable 
condition of thele Laodicean profefſonrs 
in the Text : they reckoned themitelyes 
rich, but were really poor : all is not 
gold that gliſters : their gold ( as they 
'accounted it) was never tryed in the 
fire : if a mans whole eſtate lay in ſome 
precious ſtone, ſuppoſe a rich Diamond, 
how is he concerned to have it through- 
ly tryed? to ſee whether it will bear a 
{mart ſtroke with the hammer, or -fly 
like a Briſtol Diamond under it ? All that 
you are worth lyes in the truth and fin- 
cerity of your grace: and till that be try- 
ed you know not whether you be worth 
any thing or nothing. 

Reader, There are two ſad ſights in 
the world, which cannot bur deeply at- 
feft every upright heart : one is to ſceſo 


many thouſands of rational and ingent- 
ous 
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ons men in the Romeſh Church by an im- 
plicite faith in their guides, venturing 
their ſouls upon their bare word, never 
ſearching the Scriptures with their own 
eyes, but wholly truſting to the infalli- 
bility of the Pope, or a Council , when 
in the mean time, they would fear to 
take their word for a ſum of money with- 
out ſome farther ſecurity. It is amazing 
to behold the ſoul-deſtroying, eaſe cre- 
dulity of theſe men : but this is a ſtroke of 
madneſs and ſpiritual infatuation judict- 
ally inflicted upon them ;, that the judge- 
ment which is written might be fulfilled 
in them, God fhall ſend them flrong de- 
luſons that they ſhould believe a lye, 2 The. 
2, 11. 

And yet more amazing is that ſtroke 
of God upon multitudes of vain and for-. 
mal profeſſours even in the Reformed” 
Proteſtant Churches ; where no man is 
reſtrained from ſearching the Scriptures ; 
nay, where men are fo frequently and 
earneſtly preſſed from Sabbath to Sab- 
bath to examine them{zlyes, and prove 
their own work, that yet ſo many are 
Ontent to leave all athazard ; and with-' 
ut any more ado - farther — 

E 
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the matter, credit the report of their own 
deceiful hearts, and take all for granted 
without due tryal or exami::ation of the 
matter. 

Surely no one thing ſends down more 
ſouls daily to hell out of the profeſſing 
world, than this doth. The ave foolith 

wgins (.5.e. the unprincipled Profeſ- 
fours in the Reformed Churches ) pe- 
riſhed this way. They took it for grant- 
ed all was well, becauſe they had lamps 
of profeſſion as well as others ; and ſaw 
not the cheat, till the cry was heard at 
midnight, and their unfurniſhed Lamps 
went out, Match. 25. 

2. Secondly, The promiſes of ſalva- 
tion are made over to tryed grace, and 
ſuch only as will endure the tryal : So 
James 1. 12. Bleſſed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation 5 for when he 1s tryed, 


he ſhall receive the Crown of life which God, 


bath promiſed to them that love him : we 
rhuſt be farſt tryed, and then crowned. 
If a man ſtrive for maſteries, yet is he not 
Crowned, except he ſtrive lawfully, 2 TW. 
2. 5. he manifeſtly alludes to the Roman 
Games to which there were Judges aÞ- 


pointed, to ſee that no foul play were 
offered 
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offeret contraty to the Law for wrelt- 
ling : and where it, was fognd, th&-Crown 
was denyed them.” Not to him that ſets 
forth in the morning with reſolution and 
pallanitry, but to him that holds out till 


the evening of his life, is the promiſe 


mate, Matth. 1o.\22, He that endurerh 
ts the .end ſhall be ſaved : To Rom. 2. 7. 
To them who by patient contarmanice un well 
doing ſeckh” for glory and honour, and 
immortality eternal life : and once 
tore, Heb. 3. 14. We are made partakers 
of Chrsſt,, of we hold the beginning -of _qur 
confidence, ftedfaſt unto the end. Sothat if 
you font endyre ſome few ſlighter trou> 
bles, and faint at laft 3 give out when. a 
cloſer tryal befalls you ; all your hours 
and ſufferings are in'yain. SinCerity.and 
futal perfeverance are the conditions of 
at pecial promiſes. 
. 3- Thirdly, Every mans graces and 
duties muſt be tryed and' weighed : by 
God in the great day; and if they. can- 
tot ehdure theſe leſſer tryals £0 which 


God expoſes them now, how wil they, 
adute_ that. ſeyere [ard Fans I1YAL tor 
fiich he will Bring thethi then? 'Noimman 
Ayfearch his own heart with that exact-" 
i K 2 nels 


204 Tryedgrace is true grace. 
neſs in this world, as God will ſearch it 


in the world to come. 4 
I may fay in this caſe to you as the 
Lord ſpake to Jeremsah, clap. 12.5. f 
thou haſt run with the footmen, and they 
have wearied thee; then how canſt thou cor- 
tend with horſes ? and if i the land of 
peace wherein thou truſtedſr, they have wea: 
ried thee 5, then how wilt thou ao in the ſwel- 
ling of Jordan ? This was ſpoken to encou- 
rage the Prophet to conſtancy in his work ; 
and as if theLord had ſaid, O Feremy, do 
the ſtrivings of the men of 4nathorh thine 
own Town, difhearten thee ?- pluck up 
thy ſpirits and faint not ; there are 
harder Tryals than theſe that thou muſt 
undergo at Feruſalem : theſe are no more 
to what is coming, than the running with 
footmen, is to contending with horſes : 
or the paſling a ſmatl Riyulet, to the 
{wellings of Fordar. a 
© To allude to this, If our graces and 
duties cannot bear theſe lighter tryals, if 
a little lift of proſperity, or lighter ſtroke 
of adverſity diſcover fo much falſenels, 
rottenneſs, pride, and ſelfiſhneſs in the 
heart: If we cafinot reſiſt the motions. 
of corruptions, but yield our ſelves La 
MoF. 0 
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obey fin inthe laſts of it : If wecannei- 
ther keep our hearts with God in duties, 


- nor mourn for our wanderings from him : 


if a few ſcoffs from wicked tongues, or 
tryals of perſecution from the hands of 
men will cauſe us to faint in the way, and * 
turn back from following the Lord ; whar 
ſhall we do when he comes whoſe fan is 
in his hand, and who will throughly purge 
his floor, Mar. 3. 12. who will try every 
mans work as by fire,. 1 Cor. 3. 13. ſearch 
the ſecrets of all hearts, Rem. 2..16. weigh 
every man to his ounces and drachms ? 
Surely we can take little comfort in that 
which is ſo unable to bear the ſeyere try- 
als'of that day, that it cannot ſtand bc- 8 
frerthe lighter Tryals of this day. ":.. 

4. Fourthly, True grace is willing to © 
be tryed, and nothing is more deſicable 
to an upright ſoul than to know his own. 
condition. If therefore we ſhun the try- 
al, and are loth to ſearch our ſelves, or 
be ſearched by the Lord, our condition is 
wſhicious, and we can take little comfort 
In it. It was Davids earneſt deſire, Pſal. 
139. 23. that God would throughly 
ſearch his heart and reins, and fee if 
there were any way of wickedneſs in 

WY I K 3 him ; 
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him: falſe grace is ſhy of Gods eye, it 
cares not to be examined ; but this is the, | 
delight of ſincere ones : every one that. 
doth evil hateth the hight, leſt bis deeds ſhould, 
be reproved ;, but he that doth truth cometh 
to the light, that his deeds may be made ma- 
zifeſ” that they are wrought in God, John 
3-20 1. | | 

The . reaſcn 1s plain why Hypocriſie 
cannot endure to come to the Touchſtone 
and teſt, for Hypocrites having a ſecret 
conſciouſneſs of their own guilt and un- 
ſoundneſs, know that by this means. their 
vain confidence would quickly be conſu- 
ted, and all their reputation for Religion. 
blaſted: but Oif men dare not aa 
fore the word, as it is now opened and: 
applyed by. Miniſters 5 how will they 
ſtand when it ſhall be opened and apply- 
ed in another manner by Jefus Chrilt ? 

O Profeſlour. if thy condition be gogd, 
thy heart right, thou wilt deſire -tq know 
the very worlt of thy felt; and when 
thou haſt made the deepeſt ſearch thou: ' 
canſt, thou wilt ſtill fear thou haſt not 
been ſevere enough, and impartial enough, 
to thy ſelf : nothing: will give thee more 
content than when thou fecleſt the word 
| dividing 
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dividing thy ſoul and ſpirit, thy joynts and 
marrow: nothing ſo much comtorts thes 
under, Or after an affliction,as the diſcoyee 
ry It hath wade of thy heart, thou wilt 
ſeen to feel with what affections thoſe 
words came from the Prophets lips, Jer. 
12. 3. But thou O Lord kaeweſt me, thou 
baſt ſeen me, and tryed my heart. towards 
thee. O what a refreſhing fweetneſs will 
ſtream through thy heart; and all the 
powers of thy ſoul, when thou canſt make 
the like appeal to God with like ſincerity ! 
And certainly without ſuch a diſpoſition 
of ſpirit towards the tryal of our graces, 
we can have little evidence of the truth 
of them. | 


/ 
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CHAP, XI. 


Containing arvers pradfical inſtruitive 
Inferences from this doftrine, with 
a ſerious exhortation to ſelf-tryal, 
aud through examination. 


SECT. L 
Infer. 1. 
Firit, Re there ſuch variety of 


trzals appointed to cx- 
amine the ſincerity of 
mens graces, how great 4 
vanity then 1 Fypocriſie, and to how little 
purpoſe do men endeavour to conceal and hide 
# ! We ſay, murder will out, and we may 
as confidently affirm hypocriſce will out. 
When Rebekah had laid the plot to dig- 
nifie her ſon 7acob, and by perſonaring his 
brother to get the bleſſing ; Jacob thus 
objects againſt its My Father —_ 
ws 


fs Se ate dE was 


| the face? how ſhall [ eſcape a curſe ? Aft- 


| - points in this world, and men in that day 


aud the wicked; berween him that ſervers 


| this comfort with him: to the laſt ſtep; 
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will feel me, and I ſhall ſcem to him as' a ds-_ 
ceiver;, and I ſhall bring a curſe upon mes 
and not a bleſſing, Gen. 27. 12. as if he 
ſhould ſay ; bur what if my Father detect 
the cheat, how then ſhall I look him ins/ 


ter the ſame manner every upright ſout : 
ſcares it” felf from the way of Hypocri-+ 
fie, If 1 diſſembte, ard pretend ts be 
what I am not; my father will 'ind me 

out. Ah there is no darkneſs nor ſhadow- 
of death that can conceal the Hypocrite : 
but out 1t will come at laft, let him uſe' 

alt the art he carr to hide it.' Oftentimes: 
God diſcovers him by the tryals he ap-? 


fhall rernrn and diſcern betwixt the r#rbteons 


God and bin that ſerveth} him "nor; Mali 
3.18, but if he: make an hard ſhift t& , 
get by a private way to hell, carrying, 
that no body !:nows o7 thinks he is gone: 
fltheo 3; yet there will be a. day when: 
God-witt trip hivr naked Þeforethe grezt 
MkembRy of Angels:an4men: andall ſh: 
point ar him and ſay, © "70 
3 ane "0 
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Loe this is the man that made. uot God. 
his hepe : this is .he that wore a garment 
of profeflion to. deceive, but God. hath _ 
now itript him; out - of it, and all men fee . 
what, he is : for, there is nothing covered 
that ſhall not be revealed, and hid that ſhall. 
nt be kyown : . Math. 19.26. and: the: A-,. 
Poſtle, allures, us, - 1, Tim. 5. 244 25;; that; 
they that are othoryuſe . cannot:be hid : If, 
mens works b2 not good, it's umpoſlible 
they ſhould be hid long : a gilded piece 
of. braſs may paſs. from hand to.hand a 
little while ; but the touchſtone will diſc. 
coyer the baſe metal : if that do not, the 
fire-will. | Eo rant Eh 

O ſinners, away with: your Hypocrilic,, 
be honeſt, ſinccre, plain, and hearty:.in, 
Religion ; if not,. confuſion. of face, ſhall 
ſhall-be your recompence from the Lord, 
thats what you ſhall get byit.; , -, , 
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Secondly, Are there. ſuch tryal ; aP- 
pointed and permitted, by the, Lord Jp 
the diſcovery of his peoples ſincerity; 
this world, then let none of Gods.people.txr 
pet a quirt ftation in this world : ei 

tam 
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tainly you ſhall meet with no reſt here : 
you mult out of one fire into another, 
and it 15 a merciful condeſcenſion of the 
Lord to poor creatures thus to * con- 
cern himſelf for their ſafety and benefit : 
what 3s man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie him ? 
and that thou ſhouldſt fet thine heart upon 
him ? that thou ſhouldſt viſit him every morn- 
ing, and try him every moment ? Job 7. 
I7, 19. 

O 'tis a great deal of honour put upon 
a poor worm when God will every mo- 
ment try him and viſit him: 1t argues the 
grcat eſtcem the Goldſmith hath of his 
gold, when he will ſit by the Furnace 
himſelf, and order the fire with his own 
hand : when he pries ſo often, and fo cu- 
rtouſly into the fining pot, to ſee that none 
of his precious metal upon which ke ſets 
his heart be loſt... 

Think it not then adebaſing to you to 
be ſo often expoſed to tryals : if God 
did not yalue you highly, he wonld-not 
try you ſo frequently : what wonld be- 
come of you, if your, condition here 
ſhould} be more ſettled and' quiet" thaj 
how. it 'is' 7 1 believe you ' find dro! 
enough in your hearts after all the fires 
1nto 
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into which God hath caſt you : ſurely 
there is filth enough in the beſt of Gods 
peqple to rake all this: it may be a great 
deal more trouble than they have yet met 
with: we fancy it a brave life to live at 
eaſe, and if we meet with longer reſpites 
and intervals af tryal than uſual, we are 
apt to. ſay we ſhall never be moved, as 
D:vid did, Pſal. 30. 6. or we ſhall dye 
in our neſt as it is, ob 25. 18. our hard 
and difficult dayes are over, but woe to 
us if God ſhould give us the deſire of 
our hearts in this: ſee what the temper 
of thoſe mens ſpirits. ts, that meet with 
nochanges, Plal. 55. 19. Becauſe they have 
210-changes, therefore they fear not God : O 
it's better to be preſerved ſweet in brine, 
than to rot in. honey. 


Infer. 3. 


Thirdly, Let none boaſt in @ carnal confe 
dence of their own ftrength and ſtability 5, you 
are yetun. aſtate of tryal : hitherto God 
hath kept you upright in all your tryals, 
bleſs God but boaſt not : you are but 
feathers in the wind of temptation-#f 
Ged leave you to your ſelves. Heer 

to 
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told Chriſt (and- doubtleſs he ſpake no 
more than he honeſtly meant ) though all 
men forſaks thee yet will not F : and you 
know what he did when the hour of his- 
tryal came : AMatth. 26. 35. Angels left 
to themſelves have fallen : it's better be 
a humble worm, than a proud Angel. 

Ah how many Pendlerons will this pro- 
feſling age ſhew, if once God bring us 
to the fiery tryal ? let him that thinks 
he ſtands take heed Teſt he falf : you 
kaye not xyet reſiſted unte bloodſtriving 
againſt ſm : none ſtand uvpon- firmer 
ground, than thoſe that ſee nothing in 
themſelves to ſtand upon-: he thar leans 
ypon. his own arm, uſually benurms ir, 
and maxes it uſeleſs. FE | 


Infer. 4- 


--Fourthly, Doth God kindle ſo tany 
fires in- $7072, and ſet his Furnaces in Feru- 
falem to diſcover and ſeparate the droſs 
from the gold, how contrary are thoſe men 
to: Goa that allow ; yea and. prize the 
arof of Hyporriſie whith God hates, and 
Fick, rot to make the holy God a patronizer 
$3: Valk 1d. 
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aud countenaucer of it in the hearts and 


lives of men | 


It is amazing to read what Popiſh pens 


haye impudently written about this mat- 
ter. Sylveſter puts the 
A ſum. adv. ſimulatio. queſtion whether it 


N. 4- be a fin to make a 


| falſe ſhew of ſanttery ? 
and anſwers it thus: If it be for the ho- 
nour of God, and profit of ethers, it is 
no ſin : nay, they have a reverence for 
hypocriſie as an. holy Art. Yincents:s 
ſpends a whole Chapter in commendarti- 
on of the hypocrite of St. Domznick ; 
and entitles It de ſantta ejus bypocriſs, 
(z.e.) of the holy hypocrifie of that 
Saint : reckoning 1t among his commen- 
dations that he had the art of diſſembling. 
And yet one peg higher, A Religious 
perſon (faith ano- 
Roſella in v. Hypocri- ther) that feigns him- 
f75. N, 1+ {alfto have more ho- 
lineſs than he hath, 
that others may. be ediſied, fins not but 
rather merits. | 
Bluſh' O heavens ! that ever ach fa- 
ctors for. hell ſhould: open-and yend ſuch 
ware as this-in the publick mark<t, aud 
1nyite 


| 


| 
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invite the_world to Hypocriſie, as that 
which makes for the glory of God, the | 
edification of men, and. a work merito- | 
riqus in the Hypocrite himſetf, This is 
the doctrine of deyils indeed. 
Jifer, CE 

" Fifthly, 1c it jk fo, las a grace miſt 
come to the teſt, and be tryed as gold in 
the fire, even in this wothkd*: how are all 

2 concerned to lay a ſulid foundation at 
rſt, and thy oug bly deliberate ihe” teryis wpork 
which they cloſe. -With Chrglae 4hd enrage Fr 
the profeſſion of his name Which of Yon 
faith Chriſt, intending to.build a Tower ſit- 
reth not down firſt, and 'counteth the coſt ? 
Luk. 14. 28. it {ome men had ſate dawn 
at firſt an4 pondered! the coi itions and 
terms FI (Rar Hhad..nor Hite" down 
noW IicQUraged drtd t Way: 
The A PEI os Ty bet do Fe 
RY aa he accajns it vir lg aha 
drofs, for Chrilt, '? h TER: bY 'and-;y Dy 
fk fo Jhind, _ VA Tal "tryal 
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nat to think it ſtranze concerning the fiery © 


al which was to try them, 1 Pet. 4. 21. 
9.4. let none of thele things b? ſur rifals 
to you, you were told before-hand what 


you muſt truſt to: every Chriſtian muſt” 


be a Martyr, at leaſt in the diſpoſition and 
reſolution of his heart. - 

O that men would ballance the advan- 
tages and difadyantages of Religion, 


and throughly cgi the matter in their 


deepeſt thoughts : to the teft' you muſt 
come : the rain will fall, and the ſtorm 
beat upon your buildings, look carefully 
therefore to the foundations. ts 


Tafer. 6. 


_ Sixthly and Laſtly, 
the unavoraavlen: ſi of ſcandals and offences 
mm the way. of Religion ; for if there he a 
yeceſlity of rryal, .chere is alſo 4; neceſſity 
of fcatidal.” It muſt needs. be that offenres 
come, Luke 17, 1. Why muſt it needs be? 
the reaſon is evident, all muſt cor to the 
tryal, and alt are; not able” to. bear, it. 
Our Lotd rellgns, Math. 24.8% 9, 16. of 
2 day 'of great ſtrait Ind; cos 

comming and then (laith Fe 9 "mia 
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be offended. The day of tryal is the day 
of icandal : by theſe offences ſome are 
put a ſearching themſelves, and ſome fall 
a cenſuring all others ; but the holy God 
brings about his end both wayes, in them 
that are ſayed and in them that periſh. 


SECS. IL 


Ell then, if it be & that all muſt 
into the furnace, let every man 
try his own work. Examine your ſelves, 
profeſſours, ſearch your hearts, commune 


| . with yourreins : nothing. mare concerns 


you 18 all the world than this doth. O. 


, that you would be more in your cloſets, 
| andoftner upon your knees: O that you : 
| would look into the Bible, then into your: 


hearts; and then to God; ſaying with 


| David, ſearch me O Ged and know my heart ;, 


prave me, and try my. reins ; and ſee if 
there be any way of miquity in me : never 


| did Religion thrive in the world ſince 
' mens heads have been ſq over-heated 
; with Notions and Controverſies, and . 
their hearts ſo ſenſibly cooled in their. 


cloſet 
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cloſet work. I have elſewhere more 
largely preſſed this 


See my Saint indeed, duty upon the profel- 


p- 191, 192,193, &c. fours of this generat1- 
| on, and thither ſhall 
referr the Reader for preſent to ſee the 
neceſſity and importance of this work. 
Here I ſhall only urge the duty of (elf- 
tryal by ſome preſfling Motives, and awa- 
kening Conſiderations. 


Aotvue 1. 


And the firſt ſhall be the exceeding dif. 
ficukty of this work : difficulty in ſome 
* cales may be a diſcouragement, but 
where-the matter is of abſolute neceſſi- 
ty as it is here ; nothing provokes more 
to diligence : ſtrive ( faith our Lord ) ro 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many will 
ſeth to enter in and (hall not be able, Luke 


13.24. A double difficulty is found at-' 


tending this work of ſelf-tryal. Difh- 
culty in bringing the heart to it, and dif- 
hculty in theright and ſucceſsful manage- 
ment of it : who finds 1t not hard to per- 
ſwade his heart to ſuch work as this ? 


nature declines it, fleſh and blood reliſh 
it 
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it not : it's one of the great ſeverities 
in Religion: *tis no=«aſie thing to bring 
a manand his own heart together. 
| It- is in this caſe as-inthe ſtudy, af &eo- 
' graphy; ws are more inquiſitive to know; 
and:delighted when we diſcover the ra- 
rities of forraign Countreys, and ſtrange 
things in the remote parts of the world ; 
than thoſe of our own native Countrey. 
[. fear there be many profeſſours- of Reli-: 
gion.that can ſpend day after day inhear- 
| Ing, and love to be diſputing fruitleſs 
| controverſies, that neyer ſpent one day 
' ln ſearching what influence all: thoſe Ser-- 
| mons they have heard, :bave: had upon 
| theirhearts, or in rightly: Rating and de-- 
| termining, that / great :Controverſie, /in/ 
| whoſe right and [poſſeflion their' ſouls: 
| are, and whith way they ſhall go afſoon as 
| death hath divided them from thoſe mor- 
| talbadyes; yea, I doubt many finful hours 
| are ſpent in prying into, reporting- and 
| cenſuring the failings of others; 'and not 
] one hour faithfully imployed in judging 
1their own hearts before the Lord :. O 
1men- had rather be about any other work 
Ithan this; there's no plcaſure in it tothe 
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And yet how difficult ſoever it be to 
bring our hearts to the work, it's certain- 
ly much more difficult to manage it ſuc- 
ceſsfully, and bring the great queſtion of 
our ſincerity to a clear reſult and iſlue. 
O how many upright hearts have ſate 
cloſe to this work many a year, and lift- 
ed up many a cry to heaven, and ſhed 
many a ſecret and undiſſembled tear about 
it ; and yer {till are in the dark, and their 
minds greatly perplext, and flPd with 
fear about it : what would they not do, 
what would they not ſuffer ? what-plea- 
ſant 'enjoyment would they not gladly 
with to arrive at the deſire of their 
ouls, the full aſſurance of their ſincerity ! 


It was the ſaying of a' pious woman, I 
have born (ſaid ſhe) ſeven Children, 
and they have coſt me as dear as ever 
Children did coſt. a. Mother ; yet would 
I be content to endure all that ſorrow: 
over again, to be aſſured. of the love of 
God to my ſoul. 


Ative 2. 
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IMotrue 2. 


Secondly, And as the work is fall of 
difficulty, ſo the diſcovery of your fince- 
rity will be full of ſweetneſs, and joy un- 
ſpeakable : - it. will never repent you that 

on have prayed. and mourned, that you. 
Laws trembled and feared, that you haye 
ſearched and tryed : nay, it will neyer 
. Tepent you that God: hath tryed you by 
thouſands of ſharp afflitions and deep 
ſufferings; if after all, your ſincerity 'may 
be fully cleared up to the fatisfaCtion. of 
your ſouls : for in the ſame, day your ſin- 
 cexity fhall be cleared, your title to 
Chriſt will be made as clear to your 
ſouls as your ſincerity 1s : you may then 
g0 to the promiſes boldly, and take 
your own Chriſt into the armes of your 
faith and ſay, my beloved is mine, and I am 
his - yea, you may be confident it ſhall be 
well with you in the Judgement of the 
great day, for God will nor caſt away the 
wright man, Job 8. 20. if the word clear 

you now. it cannot. condemn you then. 
| Owhat an calc 1s it to the. ſoul when 
the fears and doubts that hanged about 
IT 
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it are gone ! when a man ſees what he 
is, and what he: hath m- Chriſt and the 
promiſes; and what he hath to do; even 
ro.ſpend the time betwixt this and Hea- 
ven in admiring the grace of God that 
hath delivered him fromthe .rnining mi- 
ſtakes and wn > by which ſo great 
a part of the profeſling world periſh to 
all eternity. 


Motive 3. 


Thirdly, The deep concernment. of, 
your ſouls in the matter to be tryed, 
fhould awaken- you to the utmoſt diti- 
gence abont it. - The tryals of men for 
their life, at humane bars, is but a trifle 
to'this : "tis your eternal happineſs that 
ſtands or falls with your ſmcerity. 

'Tts faid inthe tryalof opinions, that 
1a man: ſuperſtrut hay or ftubble upon; 
the foundation, he fhall ſiffer lofs, yet 
he himſelf may be faved, 1 Cor. 3. 12: 
but if Hypocriſie be in the foundation, 
there 15' no ſuch relief, there is no poſli- 
bility of falvation in'that cafe. — _* 
" Ah Reader, thon ' woſt be * caſt. for 
ever according to the integrity of —_— 

| criſic 
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crilie of thy heart with God. Summon 
in then all the powers of thy ſoul, bring 
thy thoughts as cloſe as it 1s poſlible to 
bring them to-this matter : if there be 
any ſubject of conſideration able to drink 
up the ſpirits of a man, here it is : never 
was time put to anhigher improvement, 
never were thoughts {pent upon a;more 
important buſineſs than this is : happy 
is the man that reſcues the years, months, 
dayes; yea, the very moments of his life 
from other imployments, to conſecrate 
them unto this ſolemn, awful, and moſt 
important buſineſs. 


AMotrve 4. 


Fourthly, How evidential will it be 
of your ſincerity, when you. are willing 
| to come to the tryal of your own 
hearts ! 

Suppoſe your doubts and fears ſhould 
 1n ſome degree remain with you, yet in 
' this you may take ſome comfort, that if 
| Hypocriſie be in your heart, it is not 
| there by conſent : you are not loth- to 
| iſe and come to the tryal, becauſe like 
Rachel you {it upon your /dols : ceriainly 
| IT 
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it is a good ſign thy heart is right, when 
itis filled with ſo much fear leit it {hould 
be falſe : you know all the dsſcrples ſaid, 
Maſter, Is it I ? before Judas who was the 
Traytor ſpake a word. Laft of all (faith the 
text) Judas ſaid, Is it 1 ? our willingneſs 
to be _ is a good fign that the deſire 
of our ſoul is to be right with God. 


Atotrve F> 


Fifthly, Conclude it to be your great 
advantage to be throughly tryed, what- 


ever you be found to be in the tryal : | 


If you be found ſincere, you are richly 
rewarded for all your pains and labour : 
never did that man repent of digging 
and toyling, that after all hit upon the 
rich yein that he digged for : whart isa 
vein of gold toa vein of ſincerity ! 

If upon ſearch you find the contrary, 
a falſe Hypocritical unſound heart, yet 
in that very ſad diſcovery you meet with 
the greateſt advantage that ever you 
had in your lives for ſalvation. This 
diſcovery is your. great advantage : for 
now Ju vain confidence being over- 
turned, and: your ungrounded hopes de+ 
ſtroyed 3 
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ſtroyed; you lye open to the ſtroke of a 
deep and effectual conviction of your 
ſin and miſery, which is the mtrodu: 
Rive mercy to all other mercies to your 
ſouls ; and ſurely till you come to that, 
to give up your falſe. hopes, and quit 
your vain pretenſions ; there 1s no hope 
of you. Chriſt told the Phariſees, Matth. 
21. 31. Publicans and Harlots enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven before ' you : 
Publicazs were the worſt ſort of mex, and 
harlots the worſt: ſort of women, and yet. 
they ſtood in a fairer way for heaven 
than the Hypocritical Phariſees, becauſe 
conviction had eaſier :cceſs to their. con-. 
ſciences : they had not thoſe defences and 
pleas of duty and ſtriftneſs to ward off 
the word, that the ſelf-conzening Pha- . 

riſees had. | 
I may ſay of your vain and groundleſs 
hopes as Chriſt in another ſenſe ſaid to 
the officers that came to ſeize him in the 
garden : if you ſeek_me, let theſe £ therr 
way. So 'tis here, if you expect Chriſt 
and falyation by him; let your yain con-' 
hdences go their way : away with your 
maſques and vizards, if ever you op 
to ſee Chriſt. O *tis your happine to 
: L ave 
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have all theſe things ſtript off, and your 
nakedneſs and poyerty diſcovered, that 
you may be richas the Text ſpeaks. 


Altrve 6. 


Sixthly, Conſider how near the day 
of Death and Judgement approach you. 
Oh-theſe are ſearching dayes wherein 
you cannot be hid : will your conſciences, 
think you, be put off in a dying day as 
eaſily as they are now ? no, no; you 
know they will not. 

I have heard of a good man that con- 
ſumed not only the greateſt part of the 
day, but a very conſiderable part of the 
night alſo in prayer to the great .weaken- 
ing of his body ; and being asked by a 
relition why he did fo, and prayed to fa- 
- vour himſelf, he returned this anſwer, 
O Imuſt dye, I muſt dye : plainly intimating 
that ſo great is the concernment of dy- 
Ing in aclear aſſured condition, that it's 
richly worth the expence of all our time 
and ſtrength to ſecure it. 

_ You know alſo that after death the 
Judgement, Heb. 9g. 27. you are haſten- 
ing to the Judgement of the great and 
terrible 
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terrible God. Death will put you into 
his ballance to be weighed exactly : and 
what "gives the ſoul 'a louder call ts 
ſearch it ſelf with all diligence, whileſt 
it ſtands at the door of eternity, and its 
turn is not yet come to go before that 
awful Tribunal ? O that theſe confidera- 
tions might haye place upon our hearts? .. 
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Containing divers helps for the clear- | 
ing of Sincerity and diſcovery of Hy- 
pocrifie, 


SECT. I. 


Ou ſee of what importance the 
duty of ſelf-examination is, 
how many things put a ne- 
ceſſity and a ſolemnity upon 

that work. Now in the cloſe of all I would 
offer you ſome helps for the due ma- 
nagement thereof, that is as far as I can 
carry. it, the Lord perfwade your hearts 
to the diligent and faithful application 
and uſe of them. The general rules to 
clear ſincerity are theſe that follow. 


Rule 1. 


_ yy © 7 EET 
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"Rule 1, 


We may not preferply conclude we are in 

the ſlate of . Hypocviſie, becauſe wwe find 

| ſome workings of vt, and tendencies to it in 

| owr fpirits: the beſt gold hath ſome droſs 

| and alloy in it. Hypoctifie js a weed 
naturally ſpringing 1n all ground, the beſt 
| heart is notperfectly clear and free of it: Þ 
it may be we are- ſtumbled when we Þ} 
feel ſome. workings or grudgings _ of - 
this diſeaſe in our ſelyes, and looking Þ} 
into ſuch Scriptures as theſe, Joh. i. 47. Þ 
Behold an Iſraelite indeed, 1n whom there Þ 
1s no guile : and Pal. 32. 14Blefſed is the 
man unto whim the Lord impateth not 1nt- 
quity, and in whoſe ſpirit there t na 

gale. | 

This I ſay may ſtumble ſome upright }: 
foul, not underſtanding in what an al- J: 
layed and qualified” Tenſe thoſe Scri- Þ} 
ptnres are to. be underſtood : for by a. 
Spirit without Fuile, is not underſtood a 
perro abſolutely free from all deceit- 
Ineſs, and falſeneſs of heart 3 this was Þ} : 
| the ſole prerogative of the Lord Feſm, | 
| who. was ſeparated from ſinners, in 
L 3 whoſe 
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whoſe mouth was no guile found : in 
whom the Prince of this world in all 
his tryals and attempts upon him found 
nothing : but we mpſt underſtand it . of 
reigning and allowed Hypocrifie : there 
is no ſuch guile in any of the Saints: 
diſtinguiſh the preſence - from the pre- 
dominance of hypocriſie, and the doubt 
- is reſolyed. 


| Rule 2. 


Every true ground of humiliation for 
fire, is not a ſufficient ground for doubt- 
ing and queſtioning our eſtate and con- 
anon. | 

There be many more, things to . hum- 
ble us upon the account of our 3nfirms- 
ty, than there are to ſfumble us upon 
the account of our zntegrity : It 1s the 
ſm and . affliction of Sine good ſouls 
to call. their condition in queſtion, up- 
'on every flip and -failing in. the courſe 
of their obedience. This is the way 
to debar our ſelves from all the peace 
and comfort of the Chriſtian life : we 
find that Joſeph was once minded to 
put away Mary his Eſpouſed Wite, 
not 
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not knowing that that holy thing which 
was conceived in her was by the Holy 
Ghoſt. It is the fin of Hypocrites to 
take braſs for gold, and 'the folly of 
Saints to call their gold, braf - be asfſe- 
vere to your ſelyes as. you will, alwayes 
provided you be juſt : there 1s that ma- 
keth himſelf rich, and yet hath nothing 5, 
and there is that maketh himſclf poor, and 
yet hath great riches, Prov. 13. 7. Br 
ram called the Cities S2lomoz gave 
him Cabul dirty, for they picaſed him 
not, 1 Kingsg. 13. 'tis but an 1] requi- 
tal, an ungrateful return to God, for 
the beſt of mercies, to undervalue 
them in our hearts, and be ready up- 
on all occaſions to put them away as 
worth nothing. 


Rule Zo 


A ſtronger propenſion im our Nature, 
and' more frequent incidence in our pra- - 
tice to one ſin than another 1, doth not pre- 
ſently infer our hypocriſie, and the unſound- - 


nels of our hearts in Religion. *Tis - 


true, every Hypocrite hath ſome way of 
wickedneſs : Some peccatum in deliciis, 


L 4 imquity 
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iniquity that he delights in, and rolls 
as a ſweet morſel under his tongue 
ſome luſt that he is not willing to part 
with, nor can endure that the knife of 
mortification ſhould touch it, and this 
undoubtedly argues the infincerity and 
rottenneſs of his heart : and it is true 
alſo that the nature and conſtitution of 
the moſt ſanCtified man inclines him ra- 
ther to one fin than to another, though he 
allow himſelf in none ; yea, though he 
ſet himſelf more watchfully againſt that 
ſin than another, yet he may ſtill have 
more trouble and vexation, more tem- 
ptation and defilement from it than any 
other. 

As every man hath his proper gift 
one after this manner and another after 
that, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 7. 7. 
' fo every man hath his proper ſin alſo, 
one after this manner, and another af- 
ter that : for it is with original fin, as 
it is with the juice or ſap of the earth, 
which though 1t be the common mat- 
ter of all kinds of fruits, yet it is ſpe- 
cificated according to the diſferent ſorts 
of plants and ſeeds it nouriſhes : in one 
1t becomes an apple, in another a Cyer- 
ry, &C. 
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xy; &c., Juſt ſo it is in Original Cor- 
ruption, which is turned into this or 
that temptation and ſin; according to 
this or that conſtitution or employment 
it finds us in: in one it's Paſſion, in ano- 
ther Luſt, in a third Covetouſneſs, ina 
fourth Levity, and. ſo- on. Now I ſay 


the frequent aſſaults of this fin, 'proyi- 
ded we indulge it not, but by ſetting 
double guards labour to keep our ſelves 
from our own iniquity, as David did, Pſal.. 
18. 23. will not infer the hypocrifie. of: 
our hearts. | 


Rule 4.. 


| A greater backwardnefs anM' ndefpoſed--" 
wſ 1 wo duty rather Ao another doth: 
' ndt ronclude the heart "to be wariſorind and: - 
falſe with God, provided we do not inward- 
ly diſtike "and diſapprove any duty of Reli- 

- vie, or except againſt it in our agreement: 
' "with Chriff, bus that it riſeth meerly from. 
ef preſent weakneſs and diſtemper we. labour 


er. l 
There be ſome duties in Religion, as 
' fufferivgs for- Chrift, bearing ſharp re- 
"proofs -for fin, c&c.” that even an upright. © 
es Ae Ls ' heart. - : 
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heart, . under a preſent diſtemper may 
hnd a great Fut , of backwardnefs and 
lathneſs. to; yet {till ne conſents to the 
Law that it is good, 1s troubled that 
he cannot comply more cheerfully with 
his duty : and deſires to ſtand com- 
pleat in all the will of God : perfeCtion 
1s his aim, and imperfections are his ſox- 
TOWS. | token ave. fo! 
7. Some Chriſtians have much ado to 
bring their hearts to fixed ſolemn me- 
ditation, their hearts fly off from it, but 
"this is their burden that it ſhould be fo 
with them. Truth 1s, it is a very dan 
gerous ſign of Hypocriſie when a mans 
zeal runs out in one chanel of obedi- 
ence only, and he bath not a reſpect to 


, \ . all Gods Commandments, as. Phyſitians 


, Obſerve, the-ſweating of one part of. the 
© body. when all thereft are coldiis. /ympro- 
" watical, and argues an; ill habit :. but 
. Whileſt the ſoul heartily approves all the 
. will of God, and ſincerely. deſires. to 
.come vp to.it, and mourns for-its.back- 
wardneſs and deadneſs to this or that 
_ duty, and this is- not fixed, but, occaſio- 
- nal under * ſome preſent. indiſpoſitiqn , 
_ out of which. the ſoul. riſeth bythe ſame 
= degrees, 


*: 


#:the Tryal of grace. 235- 
degrees, as fanCtification riſeth in him; 
and the Lord comes in with renewed 
ſtrength upon; him ; this I ſay may 
conſiſt and is very ordinarily found to- 
be. the caſe. of. upright-hearted ones. 


Rule 5. 


The glances of the eye at ſelf-ends in du-- 
ties, whileſ> ſelf is not the _— that 
moves the wheels, the principal end and de- 
fron we drive at, and whileſt thoſe glances 
are corretted\| and mourned fer , do not: 
conclude the heart to be unſound and Hy- 
pocritical in Religion : for even among 
the moſt deeply ſanified, few can keep 
their eye ſo ſteady and fixed with pure 
and unmixed reſpects to the glory” of 
God, but that there will be ( alas toa 
frequently ) ſome by-ends infinuatin 
and creeping into the heart. 


Theſe like: the fowls ſeize upon the 4 


ſacrifice, let the ſoul.take what pains it 
can to fray them away. It's well that 
our High Prieſt bears the' iniquities of - 
our holy things for us : Pexer had too 
much regard to the pleafing. of menz . 
and did not. walk with that vpright foor . 


towards . _ 
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towards the Gentile Chriſtians and the 
believing Jews in the matter of liber- 
ty as became him, Gal. 2. 13, 14- for 
which, as Paul faith, he ought ro be 
blamed, and did blame him ; but yet 
ſuch a failing as that in the end of his 
duty did not condemn him. In publick 
performances there may be -too much 
vanity, in works of charity too much 
oſtentation, theſe are all workings of 
Hypocrifie in us, and matters of humili- 
ation to us, but whileſt they are diſal- 
lowed, corrected and mourned over, are 
cquſiſtent with integrity. 


Rule 6. 


The doubts and fears that hang upon 
'«nd perplex our ſpirits about the hypocriſie 
of our hearts, do not conclude that therefore 
we are what we fear our ſelves tobe. God 
will not condemn every one for an hy- 
pocrite that ſuſpects, yea, or charges 
himſelf with Hypocrifte. Holy David 
- thought his heart was not right with 
God, after that great ſlip of his in the 
matter of Uriah, and therefore begs of 
God to renew a right ſpuit jn him, 
| Plal. 
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Pſal. 51. 10, 11, 12. his integrity was 
indeed wounded and he thought de- 
ſtroyed by that fall. 

Holy Mafter Bradford ſo vehemently 
doubted the ſincerity of his heart, that 
he ſubſcribed ſome of his Letters ( as 
Maſter Fox telis us) John Bradford the 
Hypocrite, a very painted Sepulchre : and 
yet in ſo ſaying he utterly misjudged the 
ſtate and temper of his own ſoul. 


SEGH. 1k 


Ell then, let nof the upright be un- 
juſt to themſelves in cenſuring 
their own hearts: they are bad enough, 
but let us not make them worſe than they 
are, but thankfully own and acknowledge 
the leaſt degrees of grace and integri 

in them : and poſſibly our uprighting 
might be ſooner diſcovered to us, if in 
a due compoſure of ſpirit, we would fit 
down and attend the true anſwers of our 


own hearts to ſuch queſtions as theſe are. 


Queſtion | 
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Oneſtion 1. 


Do I make the approbation of God 
or the applauſe of men the yery end and 
main defign of my Religious performan- 
CCS 3 according to 1 The. 2. 4+ Col. 3.23. 
Will the- acceptation of my duties with 
men ſatisfie me, whether God accept my 
duties and perſon or not ? 


Quept. 2. 


Is it the reproach and ſhame that at- 
tends fin at preſent, and the danger and 
miſery that: will follow it hereafter, that 
reſtrains me from the Commiſſion of it ? 
Or is it the fear of God in my ſoul, 
and the hatred I bear to fin as it is ſin? 
according to Pſal. 19, 12. and. Pſak 
I 19. I15s 


Queſt. 3: 


Can-Itruly and heartily rejoyce to ſee 
Gods work carried on in the world, and 
his glory promoted by other hands, 
though I have no ſhare in the — 

ang. 
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and konour of it, as - Paxl did ? Philip. 


"gs - © 


Queſt. 4- 


Is there noduty in Religion ſo full of 
difficulty and ſelf-denyal, but I deſire to 
comply with it : and 1s all the holy and 
good will of God acceptable to my ſont, 
though I cannot riſe up with like rea- 
dineſs to- the performance of all duties ? 
according to that pattern, Pfal. 11 g. 6. 


Queſt 5. 


Am I ſincerely reſolved to follow 
Chriſt and holineſs at all ſeaſons, how- 
ever the aſpeCts of the times may be up- 


on Religion ? or do 1 bear my ſelf ſo. 


warily, and covertly as to ſhun all ha- 
zards for Religion : having a ſecret re- 


ſerye in my heart, to launch out no far- - 


ther than I may retuen with ſafety ; con- 


| trary to the practice and reſolution of I 


upright-ſouls? Pſal. 116. 3: Pſal. 44. 18, 
I9. Rev. 22. 11. 
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Queſt. 6. 


Do 1 make no Conſcience of com- 
mitting ſecret ſms, or negleCting ſecret 
duties ? or am I conſcientious both in 
the one and other according to the 
rules and patterns of integrity ? Alqoih. 
6. 5, 6. Pal. 19. 12. 

A few ſuch Queſtions ſolemnly "= 
pounded to our own hearts in a calm 
"and ſerious hour, would ſound them, and 
diſcover much of their {incerity towards 
the Lord. 
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SECT. 11H 


Nd- as upright hearts are too apt 
to apply to themſelves the threats 


and miſcries of Hypocrites, ſo Hypocrites 


on the contrary, are as apt to catch hold 
of the promiſes and priviledges pertain- 
ing to believers. 

To detect therefore the ſoul.-damning 
miſtakes of ſuch deceived fouls, O that 
theſe following Rules might be ſtudied 
and faithfully applyed to-their conyifti- 
on, and recovery ! 


Rule 1. 


It is not enough to clear a man from 


Hypocriſie, that he knows not himſelf to be. 


an Fypocrite. All Hypocrites are not de- 
ſigning hypocrites ; they deceive them- 
ſelves, as well as others ; mary will ſayto 
me in that aay, Lord, have we not Propheſied 
m thy name ? QC, Matth. 7, 22. Hell will 
be a meer ſurpriſal to multitudes of Pro- 
tellours: a man may live and dye ina 
blind 
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blind ungrounded confidence of his ſafe 


condition, and not fear his ruine, rill he 
begin to feel it. 


Rule 2. 


Zeal and forwardneſs m the canſe of 
God, and for the reformation of his wor- 
ſhip, will not clear a man from the danger 
of Hypocriſte. Fehn was a 7ealous refor- 
mer, and yet but a painted Sepwchre. 
In the year 1549. Reformation grew ſo 
much in reputation even among the No: 
bles and Zentry of Germany, that many of 
them cauſed theſe five letters Y. D. 2. 
I.eAM. being the initial letters of theſe 
words, verbum domini manet in eternum, 
(1.e.) the word of the Lord abideth for 
ever; to be wrought or embroidered, or 
fſetin plates; ſome upon their Cloaks, and 
others upon the {lzeyes of their Gar- 
ments; to ſhew to all the world, ( faith- 

my Author ) that for. 

Jobn waſſe, left. mt- laking all Popiſh Tra- 

mor. To, 2» ad Alte die: 14 

1549. tions they woulc 

now cleave to the 

pure doctrine and diſcipline of the eter- 
nal word.. 

And 
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And no doubt they would have been as 
z00d as their word, if what was embros- 


dered on their cloaks, had been engraver on 
their hearts ; but come ſee my xeal, marrs all. 


Rule 3. 


It is no ſufficient evidence of a mans own 
integrity, that he hates bypocriſie in another: 
for as one proud man may hate another , 
and he that's Covetous himſelf, will be ax 
to cenſure another for being ſo; ( Lults 
may be contrary to one another, as well as 
all of them contrary to grace) ſo ma 
an hypocrite loath that in another, whi 
yet he alloweth in himſelf : nay *tis the. 
policy of ſome to declaim' againſt the 
Hypocrifie of others, thereby to hide 
their own. Aypocrites are none of the 
moſt modeſt cenſurers . of others, Pſal. 
35- 16. A faltjeſt ſeaſoned their meat. 


Rule 4. 


The meer performance of private duties, 
will nor clear a man from Hypocriſie : the 
influence of education, or ſupport of re-. * 
putation, or the impulſe of a ay”: 

ON- 
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Conſcience may induce a man to it ; and 
yet all this while his heart may not be 
carried thither with hungry and thirſty 
deſires after God : it is not the matter 
of any duty that diſtinguiſhes the ſound, 
and unſound profeſſour; but the mottyes, 
deſigns, and ends of the ſoul in them. 


Rule 5. 


The vogue and opinion you have got among 
Chriſtians, of your ſincerity, will not be ſuffi- 
cient ro clear you from the danger of Hypo- 
crifjfe. Chriſt tells the Angel of Sard;s, 
Rev. 3. 1. Thot haſt a name that thou liveſt, 
and art dead. The fall of Hymeneus and 
Phitetus, could never have ſhaken the faith 
of the Saints as it did, had they not had 
great credit in the Church, and been nn 
of renown for piety among them. 


Rule 6. 


Torr reſpeits and love to them that are 
the ſincere and uprirht ſervants of God, will 
not clecr you from the danger of being Hy- 
pocrites your ſelves : for the bare loving 
of a Chriſtian is not Charaeriſtical and 

| evidential 
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evidential of a mans own Chriſtianity, ex- - 
cept he love him, qua tals, as he is a 
Chriſtian, or as he belongs to Chriſt : 
and ſo his fincerity becomes the attrattive 
of thy affection. There be a thouſand 
by-conſiderations and reſpects that. may: 
kindle a mans loye to the © Sans, belide 
hear gory: 
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SECT, IV. 


Ell then, if thou” wouldit indeed 
ſee the-unſoundneſs of thy own 
heart, propound ſuch heart-ſounding Qe- 
{tions as chcde to the ſelf. : 


We t vin fin 

Doleogage EO cet to; PEI 

ta; Godin the courſe- of. my:-duties'?\.0F ' 
do 1 go in the reundof duties, taking no» 


heed to my heart in them? if Þzc 
this fymptome of thy Hypocr Re Oh. | 


thatin 2 King. 10. 3. and that That Feek, 33. 
$1, 32. 
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Queſt. 
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Queſt. 2. 


Am Inot {wai'd and moved by ſelf-in. 
tereſt and carnal reſpeCtsin the wayes of 
Religion, the accommodation of ſome 
worldly intereſt, or getting' a name and | 
reputation of Godlineſs ? if ſo,.how ap- | 
parently do the ſame ſymptomes of Hy. 
n0crifie appear upon my ſoul, which did 
upon Judas, Joh. 12: 6. and Fehn, 2 K ings 


9. 133 14» | 
SON. 2 ve -* FT 


Have I not ſome ſecret reſeryes in my 
heart, notwithſtanding that face and ap- 
pearance of zeal which I put on? certain- 
ly if there be any ſin that I cannot part 
with, any ſuffering for Chriſt which I re- 
folve againſt in my heart.: I am'none of 
his deſciple, my heart is' not right with 
God, the ſearcher of hearts himſelf being | - 


Judge, Luke 14: 26, 27 = - 


o 
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Queſt. 4. 


What Conſcience do 1 ile of ſecret 
ſms? do I mourn for a vain heart, wan- 
dering thoughts, ſpiritual deadneſs ? and 
do1 conſcientiouſly abſtain from the pra: 
(tice of ſecret ſins, when:there is. no dan-: 
ger of diſcovery, no fear of torfeiting my: 
reputation by it ? is it Gods eye, or mans 
that awes me from commiſſion of ſin ? cer- 


 tainly, if I allow my ſelf in ſecret fins; I 


am not of the number of Gods upright 
people; whole ſpirits are of a contrary 
temper to mine, Pſal. 119. 113. and Pſal. 
I9. 12, ; 


SECT. VL 


| Will ſhut vp all with five or ſix con- 
cluding Counſels,( which the Lord im-" 
preſs upon the heart of him. that writes; - 
and thoſe that ſhall read them )- to. pre- 
ſerve and antidote the- ſoul againſt! the . 
dangerous infinuation and Leven of Hy- 
pocrilie, 


Counſet 
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Counſel 1. 


Intreat Ford mght and day for a re- 
newed and right Spirit : all the helps and 
directions in the world: will not antidote 
and preſerve 'you- from- Hypocriſte, no- 
thing will be found - able to- keep you 
right, till fanctificationhave firſt ſet you 
right, Ezek. 36. 27: I will put my ſpirit 
within you, and cauſe you to walk, in my ſta- 
tes.” | | | 
3A: Bowle may keep by a ſtraight Hine, 
ſolong as the imprefied force of: the hand 
that delivered it remains ſtrong upon it; 
but as that wears off, ſo its motion fails; 
and its own B:as ſwayes and turns it : a 
fright of conſcience, a pang of warm at- 
fection, or the influence of fome great ex- 
ample, or a good education may influ- 
ence an unrenewed ſoul ; and puſh it on 
inthe way of Religion for a ſeaſon ; but" 
the heart ſoinfluenced muſt and will re- 
turn-to" its- own natural courſe again- 
And1 think there wants nothing but time; - 
oE's ſyitable temptation to-diſcover the 
triietemper of many a profefſours ſpirit : 
pray therefore as that holy man ry 
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Pfal. 119. 80. Lot py beant be ſound m thy 
ſtatutes that I be nt aſhamed. 


Counſel 2. 


eaefuſpeft and icx amine your ends 1n 
what you do : | odiren and inverite lye 
much in your ends-and defigns : as'ithey 
are, ſo are you. The intentions of the 
heart lye deep. A man may-dothe ſame 
action'to an holy-end, and his perſian and 
fervice be accepted with God; which 
another doing for a corrupt end, it may 
be reckoned his fin ; and both his 

and ſervice be abhorred by theLord': we 
find two men riding in one Chariot, and 
both of them concerned in the ſame-expe- + 
dition; Fehu the ſon of Nimſhi and Forus- 
dab the ſon of Rechab, 2 Kings 10. 1452 3. 
but though the work theye din was 
oneand the ſame, yet the different ends _ 
they axmed at, made the fame aCtion' an 
excellent duty in Fonadab, 'and an aft of 
vHe Hypocrihte 1n Fehis - s-dem quod duo: 
om, non eft idem + it was: the ſaying»of 
a good ſoul, commended for-a good atti- 
On; the work indeed is good, but I fear 
the ends of it. or ls: are creep- 


ing 
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ing and inſinuating things into the beſt 
actions. | 


Counſel 3. 


1: Scare your ſelves with the daily fears of 
the fin that us in, and the miſery that will fol- 
low hypocriſie : look upon it as the moſt 
odious ſin in the eyes of God, and men: 
to want holineſs is bad enough, but to ji- 
mulate and pretend it when we have it 
not, is double impiety : to make Religion 
(the moſt glorious thing in the world ) a 
meer ſtirrup to preferment, and a covert 
to wickedneſs ; Oh how vile a thing is it! 
God, made Chriſt a Sacrifice for ſin, and 
the Hypocrite will make him a Cloak 
for ſin. 7 

.- -Andas to the puniſhments that follow 
itz they are ſuitable to the nature of the 
ſin;z for as hypocriſie is out of meaſure 
ſinful; ſo the reward and puniſhment of 
it, will. be out of - meaſure dreadful. ar. 
.24..5#. He ſhall cut him aſunder, aid ap- 
porht him his. portion with hypocrites, there 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 


Counſel 
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Counſel 4 


Be daily at workin the mortification of 
thoſe Luſts that breed hypocrifie. It's plain 
without much fifring, that pride,vain-glo- 
ry, ſelf-love, and a worldly heart are the 
ſeeds out of which this curſed plant ſprings 
up in the ſouls of men. Dig but to the 
root, and you ſhall certainly find theſe 
things there; and till the Lord help yon 
co kill and mortifie theſe, hypocritie will 
ſpring up in all your duties to God, and ht- 
all your conyerles with men. AJ 


Counſel 5. 

Mitend the native voice of your bwn coffe #- 
ences in the day of ſickneſs, fear or trouble, ant! 
take ſpecial notice of its checks, or upbyaidings5, 
which like a ſtitch #n your ſide will 'gird you at 


ſuch times > Conimonly in thar lyes your - - 


greateſt danger -: beware! of "that! evil 
which Conſcience brands: and marks at 
ſach times, whether it be your living2lit 
tne practice of ſome ſecret ſin, orin/ithe 
neglet of ſome known' duty +: 'theſe 


 frights of Conſcience mark out the'cor- 


ruption wherein your danger moſtly lyes. 
M 2 Counſel 
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Counſel 6. 


ALet 14 all that profes Religion be nniform 
and ſteady inthe profeſſion and prattice of it, 
without politick reſerves. and by ends. 

© take heed of this Laodecean neutrality 
and indifterency which Chriſt hates : be 
fare your ground be good, and then be ſure 
you ſtand your ground. The Religion of 
rime-ſervers is but Hypocrilie : they have 
ſluices in their Conſciences which they can 
open or ſhut as occaſion requires : every 
Fox will have at leaſt two holes to his Den, 
that if one be ſtopt, he may eſcape at the 
Other. The hypocrite poyſeth himſelf ſo 
evenly in a mediocrity, that as it was ſaid 
Of Baldwin, Let Anthony win, let Auguſtus 
win; all is one : Solet Chriſt win, or let 
Antichreſt win, he hopes to make eve 
wind that can blow, ſerviceable to w 
himto the port of his own iatereſt. 

The Hypocrite hath alwayes more of 
the fox, than of the Swn; little light, ma- 
ny ſpots, and frequent changes : it's eaſier 
to him to bow to the croſs, than tv bear 
the Croſs ; toſin than to ſuffer. 

Our on ſtory tells us of a poor ſimple 
| | woman 
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woman that lived both in the reigns of 
Q. Mary, and Q, Elizabeth ;, and would 
conſtantly ſay her prayers both in Zarime 
and Exglsſb,that ſhe might be fure to plealc 
one:ſideor other ;, and let God, faid ſhe, 
take which: likes-hinv beſt : what is noted 
as an act of ridiculous ſimplicity in her, 
the time-ſerving hypocrite” accounts A... 
point of deep policy in himſelf. EE 
The times under Dzocleſcrn'were Pagan, 
under Conſtantine, Chriſtian ; under Corran- 
tine, Arian, under Julian, Apſtate;, and 
under. Jovian, Chnftian again : and albthis 
within the ſpace of ſeventy years, the age 


| of oneman. O what ſhifting, and fſhufftt> 


ing was there among the men of that .ge- 

neration! the changes of weather ſhew-. 

the unſoundneſs of mens bodies, and the 

ge of times, the unſoundnels of rheiww, 
$. 


Chriſtian, if ever thon wilt manifeſt and 
maintain thine integrity, be: a man but of 
one deſign, and be ſure that be an honeſt 
and good deſign, to ſecure heaven what- 
ever becomes of earth: tos hold faſt inte- 
grity whatever thou art forced to let go 
for its ſake. 

Take heed of pros frauds: certainly it 
M 3 was 
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was the Devil that firſt married thoſe two 
words together, for they never did nor 
can agree betwixt themſelves, nor was 
ever ſuch a marciage made in heaven. 
Never ſtudy to model Religion and the 
exerciſes thereof in a conſiltency with, or 
ſubſerviency to your fleſhly intereſts : if 
... your Religion be but a mock Religion, 


.®Four reward ſhall be but a mock heaven, 


that is, a real hell. 

O the vanity and inutility-of theſe pro- 
jects and deſigns! men ſtrive to caſt them- 
ſelves into ſuch modes, and ſtint them- 

elves to ſuch meaſures of Religion, as 


they think will beſt promote, or ſecure 


their earthly intereſts: but it often falls 
out contrary to their expectation, their 
deep policies are ridiculous follies, they 
become the grief and ſhame of. their 
friends, and the ſcorn and ſong of their 
enemies. And often it fares with them 
as with him that placed himſelf in the 
middle of the Table, where he could 
either reach the diſh above him, nor that 
below him, Eſuriunt medis, &c. and 
(which is the very. beſt of it ) if earthly 
intereſts be accommodated by ſinful eu- 
trality, and a LZaodicear indifferency In 
2% 7 Religion, 


Religion, yet no good man ſhould'once 
feel a' temptation -to embrace it, except 
he thihk-what is wanting in the ſweetneſs 
of his ſleep, may be fully recompenced to 
him by the ſtatelineſs of his bed, and richer 
furniture of his Chamber ; I mean thata - 
fuller and higher: condition in the' world, 
can make him- amends for the loſs of his 
inward peace, and the quiet repoſe of a 
good conſcience: theſe by-ends and ſelf- 
intereſts. are the little paſlages through 
which hypocriſie creeps 1n upon the Pro- 
tefſours of Religion. *: . > -- ,. 

O let this be your rejoycing which was 
Pauls, the Teſtimony of your Conſcience, that 


#n all ſmcerity and godly ſimplicity, not in fleſh- 


ly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, you have 
had your Converſations in this —_ 2 Cor. 
L123. 
Let that be your daily prayer and..cry 
to heaven, which was Davids, Pſal. 25. 2 
Let integrity and uprightneſ preſerve me, for. 


I wait on thee. 


Counſel 7. 


Keep your hearts: day and night under 
the :we of Gods all-ſceing eye ; any 
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ber he beholds all your wayes, and pon- - © 
ders all your thoughts ; how-covertly foe-- - 
ver hypocriſfie -may be-carryed for a time, + - 
all and willout at laſt, Zzke 12. 3. fe-_ *;, 
crelie is the main inducement to hypocri- - 
fie, but 4t-will fall out with the typpocrive | 
asit did with Orrocar the King of Bohemia, © 
who refuſed to do homage to Rvdulphnethe 
Emperony, till at 1aft dhaftiſed with war, 
he was content to do him homage private. | 

ly.ina Tent: but the Text was foconri- - 
ved by - the. Emperonrs. ſervants that by * 
drawing one Cord it-wastaken all away; 
and ſo-0*rocar preſented on hisknees doing 
homape in the view of three Armies. + © 
Reader, awethy heart with Gods eye: . 
know that he will bring every fecretthing  } 
into Judgement. Thus did Fob, and ® 7 
preſerved him, Fob 31. 1,4 Thus di 
David, andit preſerved him, Pſal. 18.21, } 
22,23. Thus do-thon alſo, and it will 3 
preſerve thee, blamelels and without  } 
guile to the day of Chrift. * £2 


FINIS. 


